
City of Surprise 
Xeriscape Demonstration Garden



City of Surprise
• Master planning area = 302 square miles
• Current incorporated land = 108 square miles
• 12 water service providers
• 6 planning areas
• 98% SFR 2021

Accounts 20,394

Delivered 9,088 af

Demand/account 0.481 af/acct.

SFR unit demand 0.285 af/acct.

IRR unit demand* 6.21 af/acct.

Designation 
Volume 24,450 af



Designing the Xeriscape Garden



What’s in our garden?

• 63 plant species
• 51 trees
• Concrete and DG pathways
• Seating areas
• Amphitheater
• Student/community artwork
• Interpretive signage
• 100% reclaimed water



Why Have Demonstration Gardens?

Water Management Tool
• In Surprise ~60% of all potable water is used 

outdoors
• Proper watering & leak detection is “lowest 

hanging fruit” of water conservation
• Conversion to xeric landscaping results in 

approximately 58 gallons of water saved 
annually per square foot*

*Sovocool, K.A., Morgan, M. and Bennett, D. (2006), An in-depth investigation of Xeriscape as a water conservation measure. Journal - American Water 
Works Association, 98: 82-93. https://doi.org/10.1002/j.1551-8833.2006.tb07590.x

https://doi.org/10.1002/j.1551-8833.2006.tb07590.x


Master Gardener Partnership
The Surprise University of Arizona Master 

Gardener Office is a space dedicated to the 
joint partnership between the West Valley 
Master Gardeners and the City of Surprise 

Water Conservation Program  



City of Surprise Xeriscape Demonstration Garden





City of Surprise Xeriscape Demonstration 
Garden

• Themes
• Low Desert
• Native Compatible
• Sensory
• Year Round Color

• Interpretive Panels
• Urban forests
• Proper watering



Education Goals of Garden

Passive education
• Flyers & brochures for kiosk
• Informational sheets for 

bulletin board (plant or 
animal of the month)

• Self-guided tour pamphlet

Active education
• Water Education Center 

classes
• Garden tours
• Classroom tours 



QUESTIONS???
Amanda Rothermal Amy Peterson
Water Resource Analyst Water Resource Analyst
623-222-7035 623-222-7033
amanda.rothermal@surpriseaz.gov amy.peterson@surpriseaz.gov

mailto:amanda.rothermal@surpriseaz.gov
mailto:amy.peterson@surpriseaz.gov
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