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Irrigation Management Service
“ the sensible approach to evaluating and managing water use on crop land”

520 N. Camino Mercado – Suite 12  Casa Grande, AZ  85122
Office  (520) 836-1960 ext.3  / cell (520) 709-0823




Irrigation Management Service (IMS), is program formed in 1987 By the cooperative efforts of 3 Natural Resource Conservation Districts  / Eloy NRCD / West Pinal NRCD and Florence-Coolidge NRCD along with help of NRCS and ADWR….

The purpose of the program was to help producers in the Pinal AMA determine the most effective techniques to achieve maximum irrigation efficiency on existing irrigation systems…. 


 Last fiscal year

· 14 STANDARD EVALUATIONS (single evaluation w/follow up) 
· 4 TURF EVALUATIONS (TURF FARMS /PARKS).

A Standard Evaluation shall also consist of all of the following:

a) An initial-event irrigation system performance analysis.
b) Recommendations to improve irrigation water management.
c) Information about irrigation scheduling services and techniques.
d) A discussion of the fundamentals of efficient irrigation water management techniques with each grower cooperator.
e) A follow-up visit to solicit comments from the grower or turf facility cooperator regarding the effectiveness of the services provided by the IMS Program.


· 6 SEASONAL EVALUATIONS  IWM (Irrigation Water Management)

Season Long Evaluation:


All the services provided in a Standard Evaluation.

Educate the farmer and field staff on the irrigator’s formula, irrigation scheduling methods, crop CU curves, water measurement methods, and how to analyze irrigation system performance.

Follow-up visits periodically through the growing season to systematically present this educational program aimed at improving the grower’s water management skill.


IMS provides the farmer with educational resources and techniques to save water ….

My personal goal is help the farmer fine tune their irrigation scheduling, 
Whether it’s shifting irrigation a day or 2 depending on plant needs.
When you add all those days up in a season, it usually eliminates an irrigation and therefore reducing the cost and “ inches” of water used…..


Our goal isn’t to just save water …….

It’s producing a good crop while saving water …..


IMS also help with Best Management Practices Program which 

Totals 

172 Total Farms units around 
90,000 acres


IMS

· Assisted Cooperators with NEW BMP Applications

Also assist with transfer of lease application on existing bmps

· We also hold BMP cooperator meeting  in Feb/March every year   at 

Central Az Irrigation & Drainage District in Eloy 

Maricopa/Stanfield Irrigation & Drainage District  in Stanfield

San Carlos Irrigation & Drainage District in Coolidge 

· IMS also work with Hohokam Irrigation District and individual groundwater pumpers


At the Cooperator meetings we 
1. Review cooperators previous years BMP Practices and updated any changes
2. Assisted Producers with Schedule BMP Forms for Annual Water Reports
3. Looked at upcoming year crop schedule 
4. New BMP SIGNUPS




· We Meet periodically with BMP cooperators Throughout the year
Collected BMP Verification Data throughout year and documented in File.

· WORKED WITH NRCS (IRRIGATION WATER MANAGEMENT ON FARMS UNDER COST SHARE) EQIP program

Basically a Seasonal Evaluations

IMS also works closely with Sister Program Natural Resource Education Center ….. we assist them with  weed control, tillage, planting and irrigation at their facility @ Central Az College …


Due to Covid-19 these upcoming cooperators meeting will be one on one visits….
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