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Karen J. Nielsen (Bar No. 034648) 
Arizona Department of Water Resources 
Legal Division 
1110 W. Washington St., Suite 310 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
Telephone: 602-771-8472 
Fax: 602-771-8687 
knielsen@azwater.gov  

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTIES OF MARICOPA AND APACHE 

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION 
OF ALL RIGHTS TO USE WATER IN 
THE GILA RIVER SYSTEM AND 
SOURCE 

W1-00-001234 

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF 
WATER RESOURCES’ NOTICE OF 
FILING PUBLIC MEETING 
SUMMARY  

Special Master Sherri Zendri 

CONTESTED CASE NAME: None. 

HSR INVOLVED: Sycamore Canyon Subwatershed HSR. 

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY:  The Arizona Department of Water Resources (“ADWR”) 
provides notice of filing a summary of the Public Meeting held on Wednesday, November 
5, 2025. 

NUMBER OF PAGES: Two and twenty-five page attachment 

DATE OF FILING: November 13, 2025 

Pursuant to the Notice of Public Meeting filed in the Gila River Adjudication, W1-00-

001234 (formerly W-1, W-2, W-3, and W-4 (Consolidated)), a public meeting was held at 

the Arizona Department of Water Resources building on November 5, 2025 to discuss “the 

mailto:knielsen@azwater.gov
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development of a program for public education…regarding the General Stream 

Adjudication and the impending Verde River Watershed Hydrographic Survey Report.”1 A 

summary of that meeting is included herein as Attachment A, and a copy of the slides 

presented by ADWR are included herein as Attachment B. 

The original of this Notice, along with the attachments, is being filed with the Clerk of 

Maricopa County Superior Court and is being posted to ADWR’s website at: 

https://www.azwater.gov/adjudications.  

DATED this 13th day of November, 2025. 
 
      ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER 
      RESOURCES 
 

___________________________    
Karen J. Nielsen, Deputy Counsel 

   
   
ORIGINAL of the foregoing and attachment  
sent by first-class mail on November 13, 2025, to: 
 
Clerk of the Maricopa Superior Court 
Attn: Water Case 
601 W. Jackson Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85003 
 
COPIES of the foregoing and attachments  
sent by electronic mail on November 13, 2025, to: 
Special Master Sherri Zendri 
water@jbazmc.maricopa.gov  
 
COPIES of the foregoing Notice and attachments 
sent by first-class mail on November 13, 2025, to all  
parties on the court-approved mailing list for  
Contested Case No. W1-00-001234. 
 

 
1 Notice of Public Meeting at 1. 

https://www.azwater.gov/adjudications
mailto:water@jbazmc.maricopa.gov
https://infoshare.azwater.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-107895/2025%2008-08%20Notice%20of%20Public%20Meeting.pdf
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PUBLIC EDUCATION PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 
HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY REPORT - SYCAMORE VALLEY SUBBASIN 

Wednesday, November 5, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Arizona Department of Water Resources 

1110 West Washington Street, Room 3175 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

10:00 meeting opens 

 

Attendees: 

Karen Nielsen – Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) 
Joy Hernbrode – ADWR 
Sherri Zendri – Superior Court 
Emily Natale – Superior Court 
Michael Foy – Salmon, Lewis, Weldon 
Katrina Wilkinson – Salmon, Lewis, Weldon 
Lucas Shaw – Salt River Project 
Luke Dale Emerson – Superior Court 
Dustin Rector – ADWR 
Susan Montgomery – Yavapai- Apache Nation (YAN) 
Millie Hffner – ADWR 
Jennifer Wendel – University of Arizona 
Emily Klienfeld – University of Arizona 
Jack Drumm – University of Arizona 
John Muscarella – ADWR 
Vincent Sulton – ADWR 
Sarah Comyns – ADWR 
 
 

The meeting was an informal discussion to develop a public education program in preparation 
for the March 2026 release of the Sycamore Subwatershed Preliminary Hydrographic Survey 
Report (HSR).  Specific goals for the meeting included: 

• Potential locations 
• What topics should be discussed 
• Timing with respect to publication of preliminary and final HSRs 

 
ADWR provided a brief presentation on the timing and content of the HSR.  Hard copies of the 
slides are attached to these minutes.  Key points from ADWR:  

• Preliminary HSR  
• Final HSR  
• ADWR including abstracts for recommended potential water rights in each Watershed 

File Report (WFR); each abstract includes a map 
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• ADWR is creating an online Geographic Information System (GIS) application to review 
WFRs that will include the following features 

o Pop-ups with relevant info  
o Search widget for finding specific WFRs by various fields 
o Filter and query tools 
o Exporting of tabular data 

• The application will have search and tabulation functionality 
• Because of the enormous volume of pages, this HSR will be distributed digitally only 

wherever possible 
• The Sycamore Subwatershed is largely public land, so this will be a great opportunity to 

test the new processes with a fairly small number of private land claimants 
 
For Claimants with limited online capabilities, the group recommends providing training to local 
librarians on how to access information from the HSR using the online application.   

• Online, virtual workshop that can be recorded for future reference 
• Will schedule the workshop(s) AFTER the HSR application goes live 

 
As noted, most of the land in Sycamore is public, so only a few “communities” where a public 
meeting might make sense: 

• Bellemont 
• Parks 
• Camp Verde 
• Williams (outside the Subwatershed, but a hub nearby) 

 
A post-meeting review of the surrounding communities found no libraries within the Sycamore 
Subwatershed boundaries; however, the following nearby communities could be considered 

• Flagstaff 
• Williams 
• Paulden 
• Sedona 

 
Different subject matter will be pertinent at different stages.  In ALL cases, at least some general 
information will need to be provided so that participants understand the terms: 

• Prior to March 2026, preliminary HSR publication 
o General information about the adjudication process 
o “Preliminary HSR is coming” 
o Information about filing SOCs and the basis of right 

• After March 2026 
o Specific training for librarians (see above) 
o How to read the HSR report 
o The difference between a comment on the preliminary HSR and an objection for 

the final  
o “Final HSR is coming” 

• After March 2027 final HSR publication 
o Specific training for librarians if any changes were made based upon comments 
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o How to read the HSR report 
o How to file an objection   
o The contested case process 

 
The ADWR will include in the public notice as much information as possible about the 
preliminary and the final HSRs, as well as public education opportunities. 

• This means we need to get things lined up as soon as possible so the information is 
available for the notice 

• Letting people know there are multiple opportunities may relieve some tensions 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

• Counsel for the YAN will provide ADWR a list of newspapers that the communities read  
• The Office of the Special Master will review a series of videos made by UT Adjudication 

to see if something similar could be developed for Arizona. 
o Counsel for SRP provided the following two links: 

 Utah Water Rights Adjudication Process – What is it? What should I do? 
(https://www.waterrights.utah.gov/adjdinfo/) 

 Cover Letter and Summons (https://www.utah.gov/pmn/files/926199.pdf) 
• ADWR will look into creating an online “clearinghouse” of historical information 

provided by parties 
• ADWR and the Special Master will confer about an objection process that would permit 

ADWR to upload objections into the HSR online application and associate the objections 
with the appropriate WFR  

• Special Master will work with Superior Court Communications regarding video-taping 
public meetings, and social media notices (LinkedIn) 

• Special Master will confer with the Clerk of Court and Judge Blaney regarding the need 
for hard copies of the HSRs 

• Special Master will confer with Judge Blaney regarding a steering committee or periodic 
“bench/bar” meetings 

• ADWR and the Special Master will confer about locations for the aforementioned public 
meetings so that attendance information may be included in the Notice 

 
 

https://www.waterrights.utah.gov/adjdinfo/
https://www.waterrights.utah.gov/adjdinfo/
https://www.utah.gov/pmn/files/926199.pdf
https://www.utah.gov/pmn/files/926199.pdf
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