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Karen J. Nielsen (Bar No. 034648)   
Arizona Department of Water Resources 
Legal Division 
1110 W. Washington St., Suite 310 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
Telephone: 602-771-8472 
Fax: 602-771-8687 
knielsen@azwater.gov  
 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA 

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION 
OF ALL RIGHTS TO USE WATER IN 
THE GILA RIVER SYSTEM AND 
SOURCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W-1 (Salt) 
W-2 (Verde) 
W-3 (Upper Gila) 
W-4 (San Pedro) 
(Consolidated)  
 
Contested Case No. W1-11-1511 
 
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF 
WATER RESOURCES’ PLAN FOR 
REVIEW OF SPRA APPLICATION 
NOS. 38-88613, 38-88680, AND 38-94631 
 
Special Master Sherri Zendri 
 

CONTESTED CASE NAME: In re ASLD – Fred and Carol Telles 

HSR INVOLVED: San Pedro River Watershed Hydrographic Survey Report (“HSR”) 

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The Arizona Department of Water Resources (“ADWR”) 
provides its plan “describing how the agency will complete review of stockpond 
applications 38-88613, 38-88680, and 38-94631” pursuant to the Court’s Order filed on 
September 16, 2025. 

NUMBER OF PAGES: Four and nine-page attachment 

DATE OF FILING: October 16, 2025 
 

mailto:knielsen@azwater.gov
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On September 16, 2025, the Court issued its Notice of Decision Regarding Issue of 

Broad Legal Importance and Order for the Arizona Department of Water Resources to File 

a Plan, in which it requested for “ADWR to file a plan no later than October 20, 2025, 

describing how the agency will complete review of stockpond applications 38-88613, 38-

88680, and 38-94631.”1 

Accordingly, ADWR provides the following update and plan regarding certification.  

1. Stockpond Registration Act (“SPRA”) Application No. 38-88613 (Big Tank) 

On October 9, 2025, ADWR sent a letter to the Arizona State Land Department 

(“ASLD”) regarding issues with their Amendment for Claim of Water Right for a 

Stockpond and Application for Certification and Reactivation Request for 

Withdrawn/Inactive Claim of Water Right for a Stockpond and Application for Certification 

No. 38-88613, Big Tank (“Amendment for 38-88613”) (Attachment A). To summarize the 

contents of that letter, ASLD has duplicate filings for Big Tank – one filed under Article 7, 

Statement of Claim of Right No. 36-5271, and another filed under Article 10, SPRA 

Application No. 38-88613. The Amendment for 38-88613 claims a capacity greater than 

what is permissible under A.R.S. § 45-271 and ASLD did not provide a deed as proof of 

landownership. Once ADWR receives corrections for these deficiencies on the Amendment 

for 38-88613, ADWR will schedule an inspection and, upon completion of the inspection, 

post the stockpond for public notice for a revised period of thirty days, inclusive of 

weekends and state holidays. If no protests are received, ADWR will certificate SPRA 

Application No. 38-88613. ADWR anticipates certification within six months and will 

update the Court when ADWR issues a certificate for SPRA Application No. 38-88613. In 

the event that certification does not occur within six months, ADWR will provide an update 

to the Court regarding its current status on or before April 20, 2026. 

 
1 Order, In re ASLD – Fred and Carol Telles, Contested Case No. W1-11-1511, at 13. 

https://www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/SuperiorCourt/GeneralStreamAdjudication/docs/W1-4-CV6417-W1-11-1511-IBLI-9-16-25.pdf
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2. SPRA Application No. 38-88680 (Three Oaks) 

On October 14, 2025, ADWR sent a letter to ASLD notifying them that SPRA 

Application No. 38-88680 is a duplicate filing for Certificate of Water Right No. 

70717.0001 (“CWR No. 70717”) (Attachment B). Accordingly, ADWR will be 

consolidating SPRA Application No. 38-88680 with CWR No. 70717 pursuant to the 

Arizona Administrative Code R12-15-303 and will not be certificating SPRA Application 

No. 38-88680. SPRA Application No. 38-88680 will be marked as inactive upon 

consolidation, which is scheduled to take place on Wednesday, November 14, 2025.  

3. SPRA Application No. 38-94631 

Within three weeks, ADWR will reach out to ASLD to schedule an on-site inspection 

of the stockpond. Following inspection, ADWR will post the stockpond for public notice 

for a revised period of thirty days, inclusive of weekends and state holidays. After the public 

notice period, and if no protests are received, ADWR will certificate SPRA Application No. 

38-94631. ADWR anticipates certification within six months and will update the Court 

when ADWR issues a certificate for SPRA Application No. 38-94631. In the event that 

certification does not occur within six months, ADWR will provide an update to the Court 

regarding its current status on or before April 20, 2026. 

The original of this Plan, along with Attachments A and B, is being filed with the 

Clerk and is being posted to ADWR’s website at: https://www.azwater.gov/adjudications. 

 DATED this 16th day of October, 2025. 
 
      ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER 
      RESOURCES 
 
      _________________________________ 
      Karen J. Nielsen, Deputy Counsel 
     
   
 

https://www.azwater.gov/adjudications
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ORIGINAL of the foregoing notice and attachment  
sent by first-class mail on October 16, 2025, to: 
 
Clerk of the Maricopa Superior Court 
Attn:  Water Case 
601 W. Jackson Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85003 
 
COPY of the foregoing notice and attachments  
sent by electronic mail on October 16, 2025, to: 
 
Special Master Sherri Zendri 
water@jbazmc.maricopa.gov  
 
COPIES of the foregoing notice and attachment 
sent by first-class mail on October 16, 2025, to all  
parties on the court-approved mailing list 
for Contested Case No. W1-11-1511. 
 
        

mailto:water@jbazmc.maricopa.gov
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