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Karen J. Nielsen (Bar No. 034648)   
Arizona Department of Water Resources 
Legal Division 
1110 W. Washington St., Suite 310 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
Telephone: 602-771-8472 
Fax: 602-771-8687 
knielsen@azwater.gov  

 
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTIES OF MARICOPA 

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION 
OF ALL RIGHTS TO USE WATER IN 
THE GILA RIVER SYSTEM AND 
SOURCE 
 
 

W-1 (Salt) 
W-2 (Verde) 
W-3 (Upper Gila) 
W-4 (San Pedro) 
(Consolidated)  
 
and 
 
Contested Case No. W1-11-232  
 
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF 
WATER RESOURCES’ NOTICE OF 
APPLICATION DEFICIENCIES, 
FILING DISCREPANCIES, AND 
REQUEST FOR AMENDED 
DEADLINES 
 
Special Master Sherri Zendri 

CONTESTED CASE NAME: In re San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area 

HSR INVOLVED: San Pedro River Watershed Hydrographic Survey Report (HSR) 

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY:  The Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) 
hereby provides notice of the United States’ application deficiencies related to certain 
Potential Water Rights (PWRs) found within Watershed File Report (WFR) No. 111-20-
032, discrepancies related to filings associated with PWRs found within WFR Nos. 111-20-

mailto:knielsen@azwater.gov


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

 

  -2-  

032 and 112-17-063, and requests for the Court to set amended deadlines for the United 
States and ADWR. 

NUMBER OF PAGES: Four and twenty-one page attachment 

DATE OF FILING: September 10, 2025 

A.  WFR No. 111-20-032, Associated Amendment Applications, and Scheduled 

Meeting 

On March 3, 2025 the Court filed its Order Approving United States Proposed 

Schedule with Modification, wherein it requested ADWR to “produce revised CWRs and 

amended WFRs by September 22, 2025” following submissions by the United States for 

revisions and/or amendments for certain CWRs by April 28, 2025.1 While the United States 

timely submitted their applications, ADWR has found the applications to be incorrect after 

investigation by two Water Resources Specialists and review of that investigation by the 

Surface Water Section Supervisor. The deficiencies found therein are numerous and 

complicated, and ADWR notified the applicant of them on Friday, September 5, 2025 (see 

Attachment A). ADWR also requested to meet with a technical specialist from the United 

States Bureau of Land Management to discuss the deficiencies, which is scheduled to occur 

on September 16, 2025 at 11:00am.  

B.  Discrepancies Amongst Filings Related to PWR Nos. 111-20-032-WL001, 111-

20-032-WL002, 111-20-032-WL003, 111-20-032-WL005, 111-20-032-WL009,  

112-17-063-SW001, and 112-17-063-SW002 

 While preparing to amend WFR Nos. 111-20-032 and 112-17-063, ADWR 

examined the San Pedro River Watershed HSR published in 1991; filings, applications, 
 

1 In re San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area, Contested Case No. W1-11-232, 
at 2. 

https://www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/SuperiorCourt/GeneralStreamAdjudication/docs/W1-11-232-OR-approving-schedule-3-3-25.pdf
https://www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/SuperiorCourt/GeneralStreamAdjudication/docs/W1-11-232-OR-approving-schedule-3-3-25.pdf
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registrations, and claims found within ADWR’s Surface Water Filings Database; the most 

current Statement of Claimant related to each PWR; the United States’ Suggested 

Corrections to Proposed Abstracts filed on January 27, 2023, and the Proposed Abstracts 

found therein. Attachment B illustrates the discrepancies found during that investigation. 

C.  Request for Deadlines 

Thus, ADWR respectfully requests for the Court to set new deadlines for the 

following: (1) for the United States to file corrected applications to amend the CWRs 

identified in Attachment A; (2) for ADWR to process those corrected applications; and (3) 

for ADWR to submit Amended WFR Nos. 111-20-032 and 112-17-063 thirty days after 

ADWR has issued revised Certificates of Water Right. Should the Court deny this request, 

ADWR is prepared to file the Amended WFR Nos. 11-20-032 and 112-17-063 and 

accompanying reports detailing the issues found during their investigation by the original 

September 22, 2025, deadline. 

DATED this 10th day of September, 2025. 
 
      ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER 
      RESOURCES 
 
      

___________________________ 
Karen J. Nielsen, Deputy Counsel 
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ORIGINAL of the foregoing and attachment  
sent by first-class mail on September 10, 2025, to: 
 
Clerk of the Maricopa Superior Court 
Attn: Water Case 
601 W. Jackson Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85003 
 
COPIES of the foregoing and attachment  
sent by first-class mail on September 10, 2025, to: 
 
Special Master Sherri Zendri 
water@jbazmc.maricopa.gov  
 
COPIES of the foregoing and attachment  
sent by first-class mail on September 10, 2025, to all  
parties on the court-approved mailing list for  
Contested Case No. W1-11-232. 
 
        

mailto:water@jbazmc.maricopa.gov


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 































ATTACHMENT B 



REVIEW OF INFORMATION FOR PWR 111-20-032-WL001 

  ADWR 
HSR 

United States 
Suggested Correction 

ADWR 
Statement of Claimant 

Submitted Abstract 
of Water Right 

 

ADWR 
Surface Water Filing 

Reviewed Document  
  

HSR (1991) U.S. Corrections Order1  
(referenced in 12/5/2024 

Order) 

SOC 39-674 
 

Proposed Abstract 
(referenced in 

12/5/2024 Order) 

CWR 2766/ 
Pending Amendment 

Date of Filing 1991 1/27/2023 Amended 6/17/2024 10/10/2024 Amended 4/28/2025 
Statement of Claimant 
No.(s)  

39-674   39-674 39-674 

Claimant Name   United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

United States on behalf 
of the Department of 

the Interior, Bureau of 
Land Management 

United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

Lessee or Permittee 
Indicated  

N/A  N/A N/A N/A 

Basis of Right  
  

4A-4019  4A-4019 Certificate of Water 
Right 2766 

 

Beneficial Use(s)  
  

Wildlife watering  Recreation, fish & wildlife Wildlife watering Stockwatering 

Priority Date  
  

1957  “before May 13, 1957” May 13, 1957 May 13, 1957 

Quantity  
  

Reasonable use  0.015 AFA Reasonable use 54,750 GPA 

Place(s) of Use  
  

SESW02 210S 210E SENWSW02 21S 21E SENWSW02 21S 21E SESW02 21S 21E SESW02 21S 21E 

Point(s) of Diversion   
  

SESW02 210S 210E SENWSW02 21S 21E SENWSW02 21S 21E SESW02 21S 21E SENWSW02 21S 21E 

Water Source(s)  
  

San Pedro River  San Pedro River Graveyard Gulch 
Spring in the Sierra 

Vista Subwatershed of 
the San Pedro River 

Watershed 

San Pedro River 

Name of Facility (if 
any)  

Graveyard Gulch Spring  Graveyard Gulch Spring Graveyard Gulch 
Spring 

Graveyard Gulch Spring 

 

 

 
1 United States’ Suggested Corrections to Proposed Abstracts, In re San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area, Contested Case No. 
W1-11-232, January 27, 2023. 



REVIEW OF INFORMATION FOR PWR 111-20-032-WL002 

  ADWR 
HSR 

United States 
Suggested Corrections 

ADWR 
Statement of Claimant 

Submitted Abstract of 
Water Right 

 

ADWR 
Surface Water Filings 

Reviewed Document  
  

HSR (1991) U.S. Corrections 
Order2  

(referenced in 12/5/2024 
Order) 

SOC 39-675 Proposed Abstract 
(referenced in 12/5/2024 

Order) 

CWR 2767/ 
Pending Amendment 

Date of Filing 1991 1/27/2023 Amended 6/17/2024 10/10/2024 Amended 4/28/2025 
Statement of Claimant 
No.(s)  

39-675   39-675 39-675 

Claimant Name   United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

United States on behalf 
of the Department of the 
Interior, Bureau of Land 

Management 

United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

Lessee or Permittee 
Indicated  

N/A  N/A N/A N/A 

Basis of Right  
  

4A-4020  4A-4020 Certificate of Water 
Right 2767 

 

Beneficial Use(s)  
  

Wildlife watering  Recreation, fish & wildlife Wildlife watering Stockwatering, wildlife 
watering 

Priority Date  
  

1957  “before May 13, 1957” May 13, 1957 May 13, 1957 

Quantity  
  

Reasonable use  0.015 AFA Reasonable use 12,000 GPA 
(stockwatering), 

24,000 GPA (wildlife) 
Place(s) of Use  
  

NENW13 210S 210E SWNW13 21S 21E SWSWNW13 21S 21E NENW13 21S 21E NENW13 21S 21E 

Point(s) of Diversion   
  

NENW13 210S 210E SWNW13 21S 21E SWSWNW13 21S 21E NENW13 21S 21E SWSWNW13 21S 21E 

Water Source(s)  
  

San Pedro River  San Pedro River Moson Spring in the 
Sierra Vista 

Subwatershed of the San 
Pedro River Watershed 

San Pedro River 

Name of Facility (if 
any)  

Moson Spring  Moson Spring Moson Spring Moson Spring 

 

 
2 Supra n.1. 



REVIEW OF INFORMATION FOR PWR 111-20-032-WL003 

  ADWR  
HSR  

United States 
Suggested Corrections 

ADWR  
Statement of Claimant  

Submitted Abstract of 
Water Right  

  

ADWR  
Surface Water Filings  

Reviewed Document  
  

HSR (1991) U.S. Corrections Order3  
(referenced in 12/5/2024 

Order) 

SOC 39-676 Proposed Abstract 
(referenced in 

12/5/2024 Order) 

CWR 2768/ 
Pending Amendment 

Date of Filing 1991 1/27/2023 Amended 6/17/2024 10/10/2024 Amended 9/7/2022 
Statement of Claimant 
No.(s)  

39-676   39-676 39-676 

Claimant Name   United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

United States on behalf 
of the Department of 

the Interior, Bureau of 
Land Management 

United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

Lessee or Permittee 
Indicated  

N/A  N/A N/A N/A 

Basis of Right  
  

4A-4021  4A-4021 Certificate of Water 
Right 2768 

 

Beneficial Use(s)  
  

Wildlife watering  Recreation, fish & wildlife Wildlife watering Stockwatering 

Priority Date  
  

1957  “before May 13, 1957” May 13, 1957 May 13, 1957 

Quantity  
  

Reasonable use  0.015 AFA Reasonable use 72,000 GPA 

Place(s) of Use  
  

SENW25 210S 210E SENESE26 21S 21E SENESE26 21S 21E SENW25 21S 21E SENW25 21S 21E 

Point(s) of Diversion   
  

SENW25 210S 210E SENESE26 21S 21E SENESE26 21S 21E SENW25 21S 21E NESE26 21S 21E 

Water Source(s)  
  

San Pedro River  San Pedro River Murray Spring in the 
Sierra Vista 

Subwatershed of the 
San Pedro River 

Watershed 

San Pedro River 

Name of Facility (if 
any)  

Murray Spring  Murray Spring Murray Spring Murray Spring 

 

 
3 Supra n.1. 



REVIEW OF INFORMATION FOR PWR 111-20-032-WL005 

  ADWR  
HSR  

United States 
Suggested Corrections 

ADWR  
Statement of Claimant  

Submitted Abstract of 
Water Right  

  

ADWR  
Surface Water Filings  

Reviewed Document  
  

HSR (1991) U.S. Corrections Order4  
(referenced in 12/5/2024 

Order) 

SOC 39-678 Proposed Abstract 
(referenced in 12/5/2024 

Order) 

CWR 2770/ 
Pending Amendment 

Date of Filing 1991 1/27/2023 Amended 6/17/2024 10/10/2024 Amended 4/28/2025 
Statement of 
Claimant No.(s)  

39-678   39-678 39-678 

Claimant Name   United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

United States on behalf 
of the Department of the 
Interior, Bureau of Land 

Management 

United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

Lessee or Permittee 
Indicated  

N/A  N/A N/A N/A 

Basis of Right  
  

4A-4023,  
10-0201095.61 

 4A-4023 Certificate of Water 
Right 2770 

10-0201095.6100 

Beneficial Use(s)  
  

Wildlife watering  Recreation, fish & wildlife Wildlife watering Stockwatering 

Priority Date  
  

1879  “before May 13, 1957” May 13, 1957 May 13, 1957 

Quantity  
  

Reasonable use  0.015 AFA Reasonable use 36,500 GPA 

Place(s) of Use  
  

SWNW29 210S 220E NWSESW29 21S 22E SENWSW29 21S 22E SWNW29 21S 22E SWNW29 21S 22E 

Point(s) of Diversion   
  

SWNW29 210S 220E NWSESW29 21S 22E SENWSW29 21S 22E SWNW29 21S 22E NWSESW29 21S 22E 

Water Source(s)  
  

San Pedro River  San Pedro River Lewis Spring in the 
Sierra Vista 

Subwatershed of the San 
Pedro River Watershed 

San Pedro River 

Name of Facility (if 
any)  

Lewis Spring  Lewis Springs South Lewis Spring Lewis Springs South 

 

 
4 Supra n.1. 



REVIEW OF INFORMATION FOR PWR 111-20-032-WL009 

  ADWR 
HSR 

United States 
Suggested Corrections 

ADWR 
Statements of Claimant 

Submitted Abstract of 
Water Right 

 

ADWR 
Surface Water Filings 

Reviewed Document  
  

HSR (1991) U.S. Corrections 
Order5 

(referenced in 12/5/2024 
Order) 

SOC 39-13992,  
SOC 39-14505 

Proposed Abstract 
(referenced in 12/5/2024 

Order) 

CWR 33-95392/ Pending 
Amendment 

Date of Filing 1991 1/27/2023 Amended 11/30/2022 5/9/2024 Amended 4/28/2025 
Statement of 
Claimant No.(s)  

39-13992, 39-14505   39-13992, 39-14505 39-13992, 39-14505 

Claimant Name   United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

United States on behalf 
of the Department of the 
Interior, Bureau of Land 

Management 

United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

Lessee or Permittee 
Indicated  

N/A  N/A N/A N/A 

Basis of Right  
  

33-95392  33-95392 33-95392  

Beneficial Use(s)  
  

Wildlife watering  Recreation, fish & wildlife Wildlife watering Recreation; wildlife; 
stockwatering 

Priority Date  
  

1990 April 16, 1990 April 6, 1990 April 16, 1990 April 16, 1990 

Quantity  
  

Reasonable use  0.08 AFA Reasonable use 6,517 GPA (recreation), 
6,517 GPA (wildlife), 

13,034 GPA 
(stockwatering) 

Place(s) of Use  
  

SESWSW31 210S 220E SWSW31 21S 22E SESWSW31 21S 22E SWSW31 21S 22E SESWSW31 21S 22E 

Point(s) of Diversion   
  

SESWSW31 210S 220E SWSW31 21S 22E SESWSW31 21S 22E SWSW31 21S 22E NWSWSW31 21S 22E 

Water Source(s)  
  

San Pedro River  San Pedro River Meusel Spring in the 
Sierra Vista 

Subwatershed of the San 
Pedro River Watershed 

San Pedro River 

Name of Facility (if 
any)  

Meusel Spring  Meusel Spring Meusel Spring Meusel Spring 

 
5 Supra n.1. 



REVIEW OF INFORMATION FOR PWR 112-17-063-SW001 

  ADWR 
HSR 

ADWR 
Surface Water Filings 

United States 
Suggested Corrections 

ADWR 
Statement of Claimant 

Submitted Abstract of 
Water Right 

 
Reviewed Document  
  

HSR (1991) CWR 3033  
(4A-4013) 

U.S. Corrections Order6  
(referenced in  Court’s 

12/5/2024 Order) 

SOC 39-670 
 

Proposed Abstract 
(referenced in Court’s 

12/5/2024 Order) 
Date of Filing 1991 Amended 11/17/1987 1/27/2023 Amended 6/17/2024 10/10/2024 
Statement of Claimant 
No.(s)  

39-670 39-670 39-670  39-670 

Claimant Name  United States on behalf of 
the United States and 

present and future 
permittees, lessees, or 

allottees, c/o Bureau of 
Land Management, 
Phoenix, Arizona 

United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior, Bureau of Land 
Management 

Lessee or Permittee 
Indicated  

N/A N/A  N/A N/A 

Basis of Right  
  

4A-4013,  
10-0216335.1100 

10-0216335.1100 10-0216335 4A-4013 (CWR 3033) Certificate of Water Right 
3033 

Beneficial Use(s)  
  

Stockwatering Irrigation, stockwatering  Recreation, fish & 
wildlife; stockwatering 

Wildlife watering 

Priority Date  
  

1905 May 13, 1957 June 9, 1908 “before May 13, 1957” May 13, 1957 

Quantity  
  

Reasonable use 25.0 AFA (irrigation), 
144,000 GPA 

(stockwatering) 

 0.015 AFA (recreation, 
fish & wildlife), 
144,000 GPA 

(stockwatering) 
 

Reasonable use 

Place(s) of Use  
  

SWSENW29 180S 210E SENW29 18S 21E NESENW29 18S 21E NESWNW29 18S 21E SENW29 18S 21E 

Point(s) of Diversion   
  

SWSENW29 180S 210E SENW29 18S 21E NESENW29 18S 21E NESWNW29 18S 21E SENW29 18S 21E 

Water Source(s)  
  

San Pedro River San Pedro River  San Pedro River Little Joe Spring in the 
Benson subwatershed of 

the San Pedro River 
Name of Facility (if any)  Little Joe Spring Little Joe Spring  Little Joe Spring Little Joe Spring 

 

 
6 Supra n.1. 



REVIEW OF INFORMATION FOR PWR 112-17-063-SW002 

  ADWR 
HSR 

ADWR 
Surface Water Filings 

United States 
Order 

ADWR 
Statement of Claimant 

Submitted Abstract of 
Water Right 

 
Reviewed Document  
  

HSR (1991) CWR 3034  
(4A-4012) 

U.S. Corrections Order7 
(referenced in 12/5/2024 

Order) 

SOC 39-672 
 

Proposed Abstract 
(referenced in 12/5/2024 

Order) 
Date of Filing 1991 Amended 11/17/1987 1/27/2023 Amended 6/17/2024 10/10/2024 
Statement of Claimant 
No.(s)  

39-672 39-672   39-672 

Claimant Name  United States on behalf of 
the United States and 

present and future 
permittees, lessees, or 

allottees, c/o Bureau of 
Land Management, 
Phoenix, Arizona 

 United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior - Bureau of Land 
Management 

United States on behalf of 
the Department of the 

Interior, Bureau of Land 
Management 

Lessee or Permittee 
Indicated  

N/A N/A  N/A N/A 

Basis of Right  
  

4A-4012, 
10-0216335.1100 

10-0216335.1100  4A-4012 (CWR 3034) Certificate of Water Right 
3034 

Beneficial Use(s)  
  

Stockwatering Irrigation, 
Stockwatering 

 Recreation, fish & 
wildlife; stockwatering 

Stockwatering and wildlife 
watering 

Priority Date  
  

1905 May 13, 1957 June 9, 1908 “before May 13, 1957” May 13, 1957 

Quantity  
  

Reasonable use 1,200 AFA (irrigation), 
540,000 GPA 

(stockwatering) 

 0.015 AFA (recreation, 
fish & wildlife), 
540,000 GPA 

(stockwatering) 

Reasonable use 

Place(s) of Use  
  

SESENW29 180S 210E Irrigation –  
NE29, E220 18S 21E, 

Stockwatering – SWNE, 
NESW29 18S 21E 

NENESW29 18S 21E NESW29 18S 21E NENESW29 18S 21E 

Point(s) of Diversion   
  

SESENW29 180S 210E SENW29 18S 21E NENESW29 18S 21E NESW29 18S 21E SENW29 18S 21E 

Water Source(s)  
  

San Pedro River San Pedro River  San Pedro River Two Cienega Spring in the 
Benson subwatershed of 

the San Pedro River 
Watershed 

Name of Facility (if any)  Two Cienega Spring Two Cienega Spring  Two Cienega Spring Two Cienega Spring 
 

 
7 Supra n.1. 




