
 

 

Two weather systems in early January 

dropped precipitation in northern, central, 

and southeastern counties, including snow 

at higher elevations. During the last week 

of January, a low pressure system delivered 

additional showers and snow along 

mountain peaks. Southeastern counties 

received above average precipitation for the 

month, with Tucson measuring 1.70”, 

Tombstone with 2.80”, and Willcox with 

2.92” of precipitation. Temperatures across 

the state were above average for January.  

Extreme (D3) short-term drought was 

eliminated from the state in January. Pinal, 

Santa Cruz, eastern Pima, much of Cochise, 

and western Graham County improved, with 

much of western, central, and southeastern 

counties now Abnormally Dry (D0) or 

without short-term drought (66% of state). 

Moderate (D1) short-term drought (28% of 

state) remained in northern and eastern 

counties, southern Maricopa, and western 

Pima County, while most of Greenlee, southern and central Apache, and small parts of central Pima County 

continued with Severe (D2) short-term drought (6% of state). 

Although the current La Niña episode should deteriorate in the next month, the lingering atmospheric pattern will 

favor a continuation of warmer and drier than normal conditions through the spring.  
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