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I Introduction 
 

The Natural Resource Education Center (NREC) is a non-profit organization committed to 

providing natural resource and water conservation education programs to Pinal County 

residents for the last 28 years. NREC is sponsored by the West Pinal Natural Resource 

Conservation District (NRCD), Eloy NRCD, Florence-Coolidge NRCD, and the Arizona 

Department of Water Resources (ADWR). 

  

NREC, with funding and support from the Arizona Department of Water Resources, delivered 

water and natural resource conservation education to Pinal County students and residents for 

the fiscal year 2024-2025. This report details the attendance, educational hours, learning 

outcomes, evaluations, and promotional activities for the year. 

  

 

Task 1 and 2– Water related classroom activities, field days, attendance and 

evaluations. 

 

Water Out West and other “Farm-Filled Ag-Venture” Programs 

                       

 

NREC offers seven natural resource education programs each year. The programs include 

Water Out West (WOW), the Corn Festival, From Alfalfa to Ice Cream: Dairy Program, the 5 

C’s of Arizona, Veggie Ventures, Let’s Get Crackin’: Egg Program and Sonoran Desert 

Plants.   All seven NREC “Farm Filled Ag-Venture” programs are school/grade age specific, 

aligned to the current Arizona State Educational Standards and include a water conservation 

component.   
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Each program is delivered in a variety of styles. NREC programs can be presented as on-

campus field trips to the NREC classrooms/farm at Central Arizona College, as a classroom 

presentation by NREC instructors in individual classrooms, as on-line virtual ZOOM 

presentations or as a video presentation through the NREC website. In addition to in- 

classroom presentations, students and adults can access NREC program content on the 

NREC website: 

 www.naturalresourceedcenter.org.     

 

The Water Out West Program (WOW) specifically, is a program developed to teach fifth and 

sixth graders about the history of Arizona’s water systems, the water cycle, the many uses of 

water and availability throughout the west, hydroelectricity, management and conservation.  

In 2024-2025, NREC was able to present the WOW program to 141 students and 13 adults, 

for a total of 316 educational ag education hours.  

 Following each presentation, teachers were given a survey to complete. One hundred 

percent of participating teachers “strongly agree” or “agree” with the following statements; 

The WOW program helped enrich student’s knowledge of the water cycle, water availability 

and conservation. The WOW program helped meet all or most of the Arizona State Teaching 

Standards for grade level. The program provided activities and resources that students can 

share with their families and friends. 

 

                  

 5th graders participate in the many hands-on activities offered during the WOW program. 
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Attendance Summary  

 

During the 2024-2025 school year, the Natural Resource Education Center presented in 56 

Pinal County classrooms, hosted 3 on-school site water festivals as well as participated in 6 

community water festivals (in collaboration with Arizona Project Wet).  These programs 

combined reached 4279 students and 272 adults in Pinal County.  The programs total 11,065 

student educational hours of agriculture and conservation education embracing STEM and 

Arizona State Educational Standards 

 

-A chart of attendance details can be found in Appendix B 

 

 

Task 2- WOW field day 

NREC’s Water Out West program is designed to educate students about water conservation. 

The field day is scheduled in two parts.  The morning session consists of water usage and 

conservation techniques and is followed by four learning stations that the students rotate 

through.  Students learn about watersheds using model watershed areas, hydroelectricity, 

and about the history of water in Arizona.  At another station, students work together to build 

cities, roads, parks, and farms then watch how flooding affects their communities.  All these 

stations incorporate STEM standards for learning. Using critical thinking skills, the students 

get to rebuild their structures and see if they withstand the ravages of the floodwaters.  The 

water cycle is explored as the students are trans morphed into water molecules and follow 

their individual water journeys.   Students also learn the importance of the Native American 

canal systems and make clay pots, decorating them with different symbols.  During lunch, 

students are engaged in water hauling and bucket brigade relays.  The day ends with a trip to 

our farm fields for a hand’s-on irrigation lesson. 

 

Students are asked true or false pre and post questions before and after the WOW field day 

to assess prior knowledge and post knowledge gain.  The following chart represents the 

percentage of students who answered the questions correctly. 

 



 

 
 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 3- Community event participation 

In 2024-2025, three NREC teachers volunteered to help instruct during three Arizona Project 

Wet (APW) water festivals.  Prior to the festivals all three NREC teachers attended 

professional development refresher training provided by APW staff. The six water festivals 

were held in Pinal County.  Combined, the six festivals instructed 2688 4th grade students and 

111 adults in water education and conservation.  The three NREC teachers taught the water 

shed, water cycle and ground water lessons.  NREC’s 5th grade WOW curriculum was 

developed to compliment and build on the knowledge 4th graders gain who have previously 

attended APW water festivals.   

 

II Conclusion 
For 28 years the Natural Resource Education Center has focused on educating residents of 

Pinal County on the awareness of natural and renewable natural resources in our county and 

state.  NREC pledges to teach conservation techniques so these resources will be available 

to be used by future generations.  Since NREC’s inception, thousands of students and adults 

are instructed each year on water and agriculture related topics.  Each year, teachers report 

that the NREC programs are beneficial to their students and that the information and activities 
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presented meet many grade- level state educational standards and STEM requirements. 

Past, present and future students, teachers and adults are the great beneficiaries of the 

support of NREC by entities such the Department of Water Resources.   

 

NREC sincerely appreciates the support of ADWR to further its 

educational and outreach goals. 
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NREC 2024-2025 Program Attendance 
 

        

Date School/Group Grade # students # adults Ag Ed hours Contact Program 

        
4/17/2025 West School K 104 4 108  Egg 
4/22/2025 Cholla Elementary K 69 4 73  Egg 

        

                

   173 8 181   

        
1/14/2025 West-Coolidge 1 40 7 231  Dairy 
1/16/2025 West-Coolidge 1 40 8 231  Dairy 
1/30/2025 Desert Willow-Casa Grande 1 66 5 350  Dairy 
1/29/2025 Casa Blanca- Special Education K-5 30 15 180  Dairy 

        

 
     

 
 

                

 
  176 35 992  

 

 
     

 
 

3/32025 Heartland-Coolidge 2 42 4 228  Veggie 
Ventures 

3/5/2025 Heartland-Coolidge 2 42 4 228  Veggie 
Ventures 

3/6/2025 Casa Blanca-Special Education K-5 30 15 180  Veggie 
Ventures 

3/25/2025 West-Coolidge 2 50 6 275  Veggie 
Ventures 

3/27/2025 West-Coolidge 2 50 5 274 Ve 
Veggie 

Ventures 

4/8/2025 Eloy Curiel  2 39 3 206  Veggie 
Ventures 

4/9/2025 
Eloy Curiel  2 38 3 205 

  
Veggie 

Ventures 
   291 40 1596   

 
     

 
 

2/25/2025 Palo Verde-Casa grande 3 51 6 279  5 C's of AZ 

2/27/2025 Palo Verde-Casa grande 3 51 6 279   5 C's of AZ 

 
  102 12 558  

 

 
     

  
11/5/2024 West-Coolidge 4 47 2 243  Corn Festival 

11/7/2024 West-Coolidge 4 48 3 300  Corn Festival 

11/6/2024 Big House Christian Academy 4 39 14 212  Corn Festival 

11/19/2024 Eloy Curiel 4 37 3 195  Corn Festival 

11/21/2024 Eloy Curiel 4 36 3 156  Corn Festival 

11/25/2024 Heartland Ranch 4 28 4 128  Corn Festival 

11/26/2024 Heartland Ranch 4 27 4 124   Corn Festival 

 
 

 262 33 1358  
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10/1/2024 Stanfield STEM 5 33 7 80  WOW 
10/3/2024 Big House Chrisitan Academy 5 33 3 80  WOW 
10/29/2024 West-Coolidge 5 75 3 156  WOW 
11/8/2024 Florence Project WET 4 575 22 1194 W APW 
11/14/2024 Coolidge Project WET 4 272 12 568  APW 
2/20/2025 Maricopa Project WET 4 639 23 1324  APW 
3/4/2025 Casa Grande Project WET 4 701 33 1468  APW 
11/12/2024 Marana Project WET 4 207 11 436  APW 
4/24/2025 Apache Junction Project WET 4 294 10 608   APW 

   2829 124 5914   

        

9/26/2024 Desesert Willow 1 60 3 63  Desert Plants 
9/30/2024 Cholla 1 57 3 60  Desert Plants 
10/10/2024 Saguaro K 67 3 70  Desert Plants 
10/24/2024 Eloy Curiel 2 68 3 71  Desert Plants 
2/13/2025 Heartland Ranch K 102 4 106  Desert Plants 
2/19/2025 Palo Verde 1 92 4 96   Desert Plants 

   446 20 466   

        

   

# 
students 

# 
adults 

Ag Ed hours 
  

Program Totals  4279 272 11065   

 


