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I. Introduction 
 
The purpose of this program is to educate, empower, and inspire groundwater-focused engagement. Both educator 
and student water-supply awareness and stewardship are of utmost importance in support of the Phoenix AMA’s 
statutory goal of safe yield.  
Project goals target competency in understanding, modeling, and practice: 
 

 Surface water in terms of a watershed’s components, its dynamics, and its role in the hydrologic cycle 
 The groundwater system in terms of its components, composition, and its role in the hydrologic cycle 
 The effect of snowpack on water flow in a watershed 
 The movement of water through diverse substrates 
 Surface water/groundwater connections in Arizona 
 Surface water management through containment, storage, and distribution 
 Colorado River system allocations and uses 
 The Central Arizona Project and the Shortage Sharing Agreements on the Colorado River 
 Groundwater recharge and the Arizona Water Bank 
 Water reuse and augmentation 
 Water conservation technology 
 The engineering design process 

 
Funds granted by this Agreement will be used to 1) continue and diversify the Arizona Project WET (“APW”) educator  
professional development portfolio: Multi-Session, Single-Session, Place-based, and Integrative 
workshops that leverage fun, learner-based inquiry, and 3-Dimensional learning across grade-band cross-
cutting concepts and standards; 2) support Arizona Water Festivals (“AWF”) by building capacity in current 
markets: Apache Junction, Avondale, Buckeye, Chandler, Creighton, Gilbert, Osborn, Pendergast, 
Roosevelt, and Peoria, as well as facilitating the real potential for expanding AWF to additional markets: 
Goodyear, Mesa, Queen Creek, Scottsdale, and Tempe; 3) allow APW to continue outreach with 
Groundwater STE(A)M lessons incorporating place-based activation throughout the region; and 4) address 
the increasing demand for APW’s case study and project-based content in secondary education. 
 

II. Scope of Work 
 

Teacher Professional Development 
 
Task 1: Teacher Multi-Session Workshops 
APW shall conduct 2 multi-day academies reaching 40+ educators within the Phoenix AMA. Educators will improve 
their skills in engaging learners in real-world, relevant science, technology, engineering, and math practices that 
focus on systems thinking and project-based problem solving. Participants will leave these workshops with myriad 
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resources, and a supportive cohort, to lead their students through meaningful, Phoenix-centric applications of 
water-science instructional concepts. 
Deliverable: Report A, B, C, and Final Report: shall include a description of the progress of the academies, including 
location, syllabus, marketing efforts, attendance, results, and evaluation. 

 SRP Academy held June 2nd – 6th at SRP’s PERA Club (Appendix A) 
 CAP Academy held June 16th – 17th at CAP Headquarters (Appendix B) 

 
Task 2: Teacher Single-Session Workshops 
APW shall conduct up to 4 Single-Session workshops reaching 60+ educators within the Phoenix AMA. Participants 
will improve their skills in engaging students in real-world and relevant science, technology, engineering, and math 
learning that focuses on systems thinking and problem solving. 
Deliverable: Report A, B, C, and Final Report: shall include a description of the progress of the academies, including 
location, syllabus, marketing efforts, attendance, results, and evaluation. 

 Upcoming Events:  
10/3/25 The Nature of Groundwater hosted at the Arizona Hydrological Society Annual 
Symposium (location, syllabus, marketing efforts, attendance, results, and evaluation will be provided 
in subsequent reports – post event) 
11/19/25 The Wonders of Wetlands held at the Nina Mason Pulliam Rio Salado Audubon 
Center (location, syllabus, marketing efforts, attendance, results, and evaluation will be provided in 
subsequent reports – post event) 

 
Direct Student Outreach 
The Groundwater System 
The groundwater system is one of Arizona’s most important water reserves. Increasingly, in many areas of 
the state, water storage is managed by using the groundwater system. Arizona students are eager to 
understand this crucial system and its place in the water cycle. This ensures that water users also self-
identify as sustainable decision makers: I/we manage this resource together. 
 
Task 3: APW will deliver at least 12 Arizona Water Festivals for 4th grade students within the Phoenix AMA. 
Deliverable: Report A, B, C, and Final Report: Any completed events, will include the number of students, 
student assessment, and evaluation data from each teacher. 

 Upcoming Events 2025: 
10/23/25 FALL Peoria Water Festival 
10/28/25 Buckeye Water Festival 
11/5/25 Chandler Water Festival – Day 1 
11/6/25 Chandler Water Festival – Day 2 
12/11/25 Phoenix Water Festival – Pendergast USD 

 Upcoming Events 2026: 
2/3/26 Tempe Water Festival 
2/10/26 Queen Creek Water Festival 
2/12/26 Avondale & Goodyear Water Festival 
2/23/26 Gilbert Water Festival – Day 1 
2/24/26 Gilbert Water Festival – Day 2 
3/12/26 SPRING Peoria Water Festival 

 
Task 4: APW will facilitate 20 Groundwater presentations for students within the Phoenix AMA. 
Deliverable: Report A, B, C, and Final Report: Any completed events, will include the number of students, 

https://projectwet.arizona.edu/events/2025-26-peoria-fall-water-festival
https://projectwet.arizona.edu/events/2025-26-buckeye-water-festival
https://projectwet.arizona.edu/events/2025-26-chandler-water-festival-day-1
https://projectwet.arizona.edu/events/2025-26-chandler-water-festival-day-2
https://projectwet.arizona.edu/events/2025-26-pendergast-water-festival
https://projectwet.arizona.edu/events/2025-26-tempe-water-festival
https://projectwet.arizona.edu/events/2025-26-queen-creek-water-festival
https://projectwet.arizona.edu/events/2025-26-avondale-goodyear-water-festival
https://projectwet.arizona.edu/events/2025-26-gilbert-water-festival-two-days
https://projectwet.arizona.edu/events/2025-26-gilbert-water-festival-two-days
https://projectwet.arizona.edu/events/2025-26-peoria-spring-water-festival
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student assessment, and evaluation data from each teacher. 
 
Task 5: APW will stage the Water Scene Investigation Program in 2 Middle schools in the Phoenix AMA. 
Deliverable: Report A, B, C, and Final Report: Any completed events, will include the number of students, 
student assessment, and program evaluation data from each teacher. 

 MS 1 – Date TBD 
 MS 2 – Date TBD 

 
Task 6: APW will grow Planting for a Rainy Day, the Rainwater Harvesting Program, with 1 High School 
within the Phoenix AMA. 
Deliverable: Report A, B, C, and Final Report: Any completed events, will include the number of students, 
student assessment, and program evaluation data from each teacher. 

 HS – Date TBD 
 
III. Schedule of Deliverables 
 

Report A  Status of Tasks 1-6  August 30, 2025 
Report B  Status of Tasks 1-6  November 30, 2025 
Report C  Status of Tasks 1-6  February 28, 2026 
Final Report  Status of Tasks 1-6  May 30, 2026 
 

Strategic support for APW provides effective educational opportunities to an extensive network of 
educators, young adults, and children. We appreciate your partnership in helping to ensure that 
Arizonans understand their interconnected water resources, are conservation savvy, and are prepared 
to help ensure a safe, reliable water supply.  
 
APW partners with an extensive network of water providers and school districts to market programs. In 
addition, we maintain a list-serve of all past participants in the program. The APW website invites 
sponsors, partners, teachers, and future collaborators to explore APW programs, including teacher 
workshops and academies, Arizona Water Festivals, Water Scene Investigations Programs, and 
Groundwater Programs. 
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Appendix A:  
 

 SRP Academy was held June 2nd – 6th 2025  
 Location: SRP’s PERA Club: 1 E Continental Dr, Tempe, AZ 85288 

o We had 21, 3rd-6th grade teachers attend from June 2nd-4th  
o We had 7, 7th-10th grade teachers attend from June 4th-6th  

 SRP Academy flyers, syllabus, and photos for both primary and  secondary sessions: 
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Appendix B: 
 

 CAP Academy was held June 16th – 17th 2025  
 CAP Headquarters: 23636 N. Seventh St., Phoenix, AZ 85024 
 16, 5th-12th grade teachers in attendance 
 CAP Academy flyers, syllabus, and photos below: 
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