
Welcome

• Please keep your phone muted during the meeting

• Type your question/comment in the chat box and it will be 
read and addressed

• With any technical difficulties please contact ADWR Help Desk 
at 602-771-8444 or tickets@azwater.gov
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Prescott
Public Informational Meeting 

September 5th, 2024
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Meeting Agenda

1. Welcome and Introductions – Nick Mason, ADWR

2. Meeting Logistics – Nick Mason, ADWR

3. Legislative Update – Trent Blomberg, ADWR

Trent will provide an update on current legislation relevant to the AMAs 

4. Overview of the Application Process for New Groundwater Users Advisory Council Members – Nick Mason, 

ADWR

Nick will provide a presentation on the application process for new GUAC members. Including the appointment 

process

5. AMA Director Report – Ryan Melson, ADWR

Ryan will provide an update on ADWR activities & staffing

7. Adjournment 
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Meeting Logistics

• For guests joining online:
• Please keep your phone muted during the meeting
• Type your question/comment in the chat box and it will be read and addressed

• This meeting is being recording and will be posted to ADWR’s website

• With any technical difficulties please contact ADWR Help Desk at 602-771-8444 or 
tickets@azwater.gov
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Legislative Update
Prescott Public Informational Meeting

Trent Blomberg, Assistant Legislative Liaison

Arizona Department of Water Resources
September 5, 2024



2024 Session:
• 160-day session 

• 1,663 Bills
• 332 Passed (20%)
• 73 Bills Vetoed
• 259 Signed (15.5%)

• Approximately 75 water management bills
• Dozens others that dealt with related topics
• ADWR testified approximately 73 times

56th Legislature, 
2nd Regular Session



● SB 1242 water conservation grant fund (Harquahala) - Sen. Shope
○ Permits the transportation of groundwater withdrawn in the Harquahala 

INA (transportation basin) to an initial AMA by a public service corporation 
if the eligible entity has:

i. performed a hydrological study, 
ii. installed water measuring devices,
iii. submitted a monthly report to the ADWR covering the amount of 

water withdrawn and transported and the destination of the 
transported groundwater.

● HB 2055 Underground water storage; permitting - Rep. Dunn
○ Technical correction that provides for more flexibility to meet the 180-

day licensing time frame, while not extending the number of days ADWR 
has to review applications for water storage at an underground storage 
facility.

Enacted Water Legislation



● SB 1081 exemption area; assured water supply - Sen. Kerr
○ Allows for the designation of a portion of a water provider’s service area in 

an irrigation and water conservation district be designated as having an 
assured water supply

○ Applicable to surface water or effluent only.  

● SB 1181 groundwater replenishment; member lands; areas - Sen. Petersen
○ Allows a phased-in CAGRD membership approach for municipal water 

providers who are seeking a designation under the ADAWS rulemaking.

● HB 2016 grandfathered right; subsequent AMA; extension - Rep. Griffin
○ Extends the deadline to apply for an irrigation grandfathered right in the 

new Douglas AMA from March 1, 2024, by an additional 6 months to 
September 1, 2024.

Enacted Water Legislation



• Build to Rent (BTR)
• HB 2026 - residential lease community; water; certificate

• “Wildcat” Subdivisions
• HB 2007 - subdivided lands; civil penalties
• HB 2009 - real estate; subdivisions
• HB 2101 - land division; application submissions; review

• Rural Groundwater Management
• SB 1221 - basin management areas; appropriation
• HB 2857 - rural groundwater management

• Ag to Urban
• SB 1172 - physical availability credits; water supply

Other Water Legislation Topics
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Ben Alteneder
Chief Legislative Liaison

Phone: 602.364.2650
Email: balteneder@azwater.gov

Trent Blomberg
Assistant Legislative Liaison

Phone: 602.771.8489
Email: tblomberg@azwater.gov

Contact

mailto:balteneder@azwater.gov
mailto:tblomberg@azwater.gov
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Who Makes the Appointments 

All appointments to the Groundwater Users Advisory Councils 

are made by the Board of Commission office. 

Contact Information. 

Phone: 602-542-4331 

Email engage@az.gov
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Background on The GUACs
A.R.S. 45-420

The 1980 Groundwater Management Code established a Groundwater Advisory Council (GUAC) in 
each Active Management Area (AMA). The group can consist of up to five members. Members of the 
GUAC are appointed by the Governor to represent the users of groundwater in the AMA, and on the 
basis of their knowledge of interest and experience with problems relating to development, use and 
conservation of water.

The term of office of each member is six years. The terms are staggered, expiring in January of each 
even-numbered year. Every other even-numbered year, the members of the GUAC elect a chairman 
and vice chairman. 

Members of the GUAC serve without compensation.
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Duties of The GUACs

A.R.S. 45-421

Advise the Active Management Area director, make recommendations on groundwater 
management programs and policies, and comment to the area director and to the director of 
the Department on draft AMA management plans before they are promulgated.

Provide comment to the Arizona Water Banking Authority with regard to draft plans for 
additional storage facilities and draft plans of operation.

Manifest and record its actions by motion, resolution or other appropriate means. And make a 
complete record of its proceedings which shall be open to public inspection.
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How to Apply to Become a Member

https://bc.azgovernor.gov/bc/form/boards-and-commissions-application

(A link to this website can be found on ADWRs public meeting calendar entry for todays date as well 

as currently in the chat for this meeting. ) 

https://bc.azgovernor.gov/bc/form/boards-and-commissions-application
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How to Apply to Become a Member

Your next steps will be to select the 
Board/ Commission that you would like 
to apply for and then fill out the 
application listed on the website. 
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How to Apply to Become a Member

Your final step will be signing and 
submitting the application.

Following this your application will be 
reviewed by the boards and commissions 
office, and if you are deemed suitable for 
appointment you will be notified. 
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Contact

Nick Mason
GUAC Coordinator 

Phone: 602.364.2650
Email: nmason@azwater.gov

mailto:nmason@azwater.gov
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Contact

Remaining Questions?
Contact ADWR at 

Phone: 602-771-8585
Email: earp@azwater.gov

mailto:nmason@azwater.gov
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