
 

 
While October is climatologically the fifth 
driest month of the year, overall, much of 
the state recorded below average 
precipitation. Yuma, La Paz, Maricopa, and 
northwestern Pinal counties had no 
measurable precipitation. Santa Cruz 
together with an adjacent area of southern 
Pima county and portions of southern 
Hopi Reservation received near-normal 
precipitation. Statewide temperatures 
were much above average in October. 

At the end of October, Moderate (D1) or 
Severe (D2) short-term drought had 
expanded into every county (51% of state), 
although Yuma, La Paz, and Coconino 
counites still held a good portion of 
Abnormally Dry (DO) conditions or no 
measures of short-term drought (43% of 
state). Extreme (D3) short-term drought 
continued in Santa Cruz County, southern 
Pima, eastern Cochise, southern Graham, Greenlee counties, the Phoenix metropolitan area in Maricopa County, and 
the Sierra Ancha Wilderness north of Roosevelt Lake in Gila County (6% of state). 

El Nino conditions have become well established across the tropical Pacific and will persist into spring 2024. 
However, climate models suggest little to no tilt in odds with respect to winter temperatures and precipitation totals. 
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