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CONTIRMING TITLY TO LANDS IN ATD GF‘ u}mn{m{ OR
O PFURLIC SCHOOLS

Drosunrn 0, 1628.- —C‘—ommmed ‘tu the Gnmh“rt.teﬂ nf tha WhoIa House 011 thﬂ
state of the Un{{}n and ordered fo be prmted

Mr. Covron, hmn the C_mmmbbm on t’na I’ubLu Landa, Buhmltted
. the {-::nllowmg: . R

,R 17“’0??’1"

[’1‘.-: a.ém:u‘rumny H ﬂﬂ-i]

The :Committee of the Putuc Lands, to whom was rafmﬁﬂ tlm
act, (S. 564), confirming. in ‘States and .'Territories titla fo laaiﬁﬂ

~anted by the United States in the 4id of conmaon’ or public sch vua,
%wmg considered the same,, Teport it ;[mrurably ‘ta the House wil
the rccnmmundntmn thet it do pess. with the 1 llﬂmng ‘fmendnent:

‘Strike out 111 a.fter tba enactlng dluuse ﬂ.ndc ‘msal m 11311 t.:,mmf

the ﬂ.ﬂuwmg

; i . 1 n"-J '*-'-E"' .,._;:p.,l
: 'I’I:a.t sub;ntt to, tJm i -nvi.siuns of subapnﬂu ) a.nd {u] ntl th.in pection, the
Tnited States hereby grants snd rellngitishes tu an Eta.t.e or Territory all 1-3
title, and interest of the' Unitod Htates to the lands, irtespettive of thaly dhkracte:
g‘mntad o guch Btate or Territory by numbéred ﬂeuﬂem “or otheribibe: for tha
support of or ir: sid thnufuman or i}ﬁlint:nbpgfh, prfv smmmdmahims gr
Urpoped, phhay eral n AL b&q;t Eran .?ﬂl.'hﬁ i ]
f.n} such State or Territory in Heu of and nr#n a.&iu:f
granted by numbered sections, or otherwise, and In n’ué,
ment ghall be limited o such: indammty brl]nuiﬂmh. l*’i s 1 TRy AL

?

.. (1) That the. additloml ‘grant gnd:: ulghmant ; ua-

the. express. cendition  bhat all, mlﬂﬂ.: _ l~‘.:lf1‘ pa.t-a .M ,ﬁ:m

lands so granted or relinquished bo ﬂhn

the Btate or Territory'of ‘alli thé eﬁ}ajmﬂ\i minm‘ils ‘in"lthh"h':r.da

eranted, deeded, or pu.t.en'ted togetheriwith b'40 prospeoct: !ur.,mlh&,-n.bﬁ

remove the, lmmf‘ “The, m n.ry% other, mlperﬂ f‘in guotiland shall bo

mhj‘eut to lease by, the State, or Ep;n d‘m
dlrbcfz the proceeds o f refntals’ ﬁ:h “Yo; nlﬂéu 'tﬂu&:‘o % ité \

the sopport of ‘& {n-ald,of he- oﬁtnméﬁ’ni?‘phbﬂtﬂ m-! u hi

of the purposss for which theé linds ‘were gnhfhd,

That any lands ox mi i
ahall ba fm{mpecl o tﬁg% Ita
the 'Attorn h F

t'hu diafrict in ﬂduﬁ thia

iy o obniio D R .
- (6) That zny landa in vdth!n aAny. E*m:rmﬂﬁn for: hnﬂn‘ﬁnl- ibr
ineluded in any pending. guit, or; procesding in theé notirts of m*unm
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crnar atl
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2 CONFPIRMING TITLE TO PUBLIC-8CHOOL LANDS

or subjoct to the valld adverse claim of third parties, are excluded from the pro-
Vlstons of this act; and lands inaluded within any military, Indian cg'evlhu{; o
ervatlon, or npmfﬁunﬂy regerved for water-power purpoca&:lhﬂj fneluded
within the acope snd purporeea of this act only from and after the date the ex-
tHnguishment of such reservation and the restoration of such land fo the public

domain,

The bi¥) relinquishes to the various Stetes and Territosios the title
of the United States to all lands designated in the grant in aid of
commou or public schools, also those lands granted in support of the
wevions other State institutions. designated in the  FURRARE S

The bill specifically excepts therefrom “ Any lan incladed within

any reservation for national purposes, included in any pending suit

or proceeding in the conrts of the United States, or subject to valid ‘
g
i

adverse claims cf third parties;” and “lands included within any

militery, Indian, or other reservation, or specifically reservea for

water-power purposes,” er: “included within the scope #nd 'pul;pcae?e
of the act only from and sfter the date of the extinguishment of such
reservation and the restoration of such land to the public domain.”

Thus it will be seen that the dtﬁignated lands situated in existing

resarvations are unaffected by the bill. They remsain subject t¢ the

resent law until disestablishment of the reservations whereupon, il
inderanity has not been received thevefor, the title of the United
States is relinquished.

The bill also requires the States and Territories to reserve and
withhold unto themselves all minerals of whatsoever character in any
and all lands which thay might transfer or sell, iving to them,
however, the right to lease the minerals in the lands and to utilize
the proceeds received ns royalties or rentals “for the aftainment of
the purposes for which the lands were granted as the case may be.”

TE:m committee had before it for consideration s number; of biils
introduced in the Flouse st the last session of Congress des ing with
the same subject matter. On one of them a hesring was “and
congiderable festimony was taken and after a ?é;ﬁfﬁtﬁf@l study.
fall digcussion of the matter and the various bills introduced .with -
roference %0 the same, the committee reached the conclusion that
not only was immediate and adequate relief nwﬁma‘ﬁ, ‘but that the
measure reported herewith, whi: noi giving the,{ relief - desired
by the States neverthelpes remedied to a large exiznt the existing
conditions which jeopardize and cloud the Steies’ title to thess laxds,
which prevents to o' large extent the realization. of the . purposbs
intended by th&.iﬁrﬂ.nt itaelf. . . o o o s

The mejor difference between the megsure . reported harewith
as emended and the original bik, is this: The mieégure a9 smetdad
axpresaly roquires that al! minerals must M,'W'_hw;'ﬁa,ljsﬁm
in sny “aznds so sold, granted, deeded, or patent: 7 and. atithorizés
the States or Territcries to loaso the came and use the royalties and
rentals received -“for the support of or in aid-'of the ‘evwimon or
mﬁc achools ot for the attainment of the Eurpmfoi' hich the

s were granted, as the case ma%,_ba." - It -also’ mpecificslly. ex-
act lands sny pending
mJ w

~iudes from the provisions of the . s “inoluded-in

guit or presesding in the courts of the ' United - States.”
provides that in case the State fails to comj ‘with the pro
the act, proceedings may be %utm’ad by the Attorney flonar

eiting & byt - y
the Btates or Torritories in contravention of the provisions of thie et.

the purpose of forfeiting to the United Btates any lan
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ONNFIRMING TITLE TO PUSBLIC-SCHCOL LANDE 3

It will resdily be observed that the provision requiring the Btates
to reserve unto themselves all minerals in lands sold or transferred
fulj;(f protects the State and conserves the natural resources. - _.

To the uninitinted in the subject of this legislation ihe impression

might be that the legislation proposed deals with the entire public.

domain within ths Vi-ﬂrdera of the States affected. . Such iz not the
casa, The Empusm legislation deals only with those lands which
were granted tc the States by Congress in their enabli
henefit of their common mlc{ ublic schools and other
tions, which grants comprise but a very small fraction of the entire

ares in the State. The proposed legislation deos not snd can not.
work any hardship on the Fedazal Government when the situation s

thoroughly understood. - Soms States receive but.two school sections
in each township, a township usually compricing 86 sactions. Somse
States receive but one, and three or four States received four. Boms
ceceiving four becousn of the many Government reservations within

their borders and, also, because of the barren and:desert charscter

of the land. Assuming then that .each got four sections in each
township which, of course, is.not the case, and further sssuming
that siach one of ¢he four sections contained mineral (which:would be
& violent presumption) it wouid, in the lsst analysis, amount to a
diversion of but one-ninth of the royalty the Government received
upon  minersls coming under (i lensing act and which ave now
credited to other funds. fie L hiir R
To illuzirate: Under the leasing act of February, 1920, the royslties
receive: from minerals coming under that nct ere divided as follows:
3714 per cent goes to the State within which the minerals are f
5234 ver cent goes to the reclamation fund which, of course, is

primarily in the States which are asking for lis enactment of this
legislation; 10 per cent is reserved by the Govrrnment for adminis-
tration. 1t will be perceived that upon the basiz abuve referred to—

that is, 8 four-section township-—it would simply result in the diver-
sion of one-ninth to the school fund or to that institutional fund to

which the land was granted. In other cases it would caly emount

to & diversion of one-cighteenth and in some cases only to one thiriy-
sixth, That is assuming that the sections in each instance contained
mineral which came under the leasing act. Cartainly the diversion
if made could not be-made for a better purpose than ihe ¢iucation
of the people. It will, therefore, be seen-that it can ouly mean one-
ninth or one-eighteenth, as the case may be, of the one-tenth that
now goes to the F ndersl Government that will be diverted from the
present channel go far as the Federal Tressury is:concerned, and
gurely no one will deny that the States affected shouvld have the
right to choose between their schools and the reclamation fund es
regards the one-ninth and on hteenth of the reclamsation fund.

It must be remembered that mineral occurs only in a very small

fraction of the lands involved. ‘ . . e

Upon the basis above outlined this still leaves the Federal Govern-
ment in full control of at least, 32 sections in each township, and in
most instances it.would still retain control of 24 seotions. - - .

It should, also, be borne in mind that nnlﬂ:'iu interest from the
funde which s State receives from the sale, ; or rental of thess
lends or the minersls thereiz cau be expended, that is to say the
principal can not bo used. This for the reason that Congmse saw
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4 CONPIRMING TITLE T0 PUBLIC-SCHCOL LANDS

fit in passing the enabling acts of the various States yrovided therein
that tho funds derived from the sale, lease or rental of those school
lands should be invested to form a }Jrincipal permanent fund the
interest only of which might be used for the benefit of the comnion

and public schools or other State institutions es the case nay be.

Thus, it will bg seen that the principal can never be depleted or dis-
sipated. It will be noted that under tois plan it is necessary for &
Ginta to accumulate a principel fund of seme considerable amount in
order to realize suflicient interest to be of benefit to its common-
school systom and to result in the reductivn of taxstion for school
gu:pusaa. Having this in mind, your committee folly reqlives the
iiculties under which these States are forced to labor and therefore
resched the conclusion that their cause was a meritorious one and
that Congress could well afford to adopt a benificent attituce toward
them in view of the end desired to be accomplished. It also prevents
valvable mineral lands from felling into the hands of third parties,
thereby insuring the proper return and full mesasure of suppiortto the
particular institution to which the lands were granted.

Some States have already enacted laws reserving unto thermselves
all minerals found in State imds which are sold. El‘hbse that do not
have such provisions upon their statute books, of course, must
comply with the terms of the act in order to realize it's bemefits.

The Senate Report on S. 664 herewith reported is interesting as
well as illuminating:
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