 MINUTES OF SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING 

OF THE MOHAVE COUNTY 

LOCAL DROUGHT IMPACT GROUP AND STEERING COMMITTEE
February 3, 2010
1.
Welcome and Call to Order.
The meeting was called to order by Chair Amanda Kaufman at 1:04 pm at the Mohave County Administrative Building, 700 W. Beale Street, Kingman. The following members were in attendance:


Amanda Kaufman, Brown Drilling 

Jeanne Kentch, CBWCD


Vance Barlow, Colorado City

Arnie Schlittenhart, FSA


Mike Gross, Rancher


George Sedich, City of Kingman


Larry Jensen, National Weather Service


Faith Borden, National Weather Service


Mike Staudenmaier, National Weather Service


Doyle Wilson, Lake Havasu City


Zelda Wright, Mohave County Public Works


Jim Kanelos, SVS


Anita Waite, MLA


*Via teleconference


Susan Craig, Arizona Department of Water Resources


Mike Crimmins, University of Arizona  

2.
Approval of October 21, 2009, Meeting Minutes.
Copies of the minutes were distributed. After review, Jeanne Kentch moved to accept the minutes as written. Mike Gross seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
3.
Report from Michael Crimmins on Arizona DroughtWatch and current and projected conditions.
Mike Crimmins advised that the recent storms in the area were good; however it was important to keep our focus on drought. Statistics for the area were given along with precipitation data. Mr. Crimmins reminded the group that the critical information regarding drought comes from this group. Observations are key. Impacts that emerged during the summer will still be present even though recent storms have come through. If the rain does not continue the storms won’t have helped much. The group was asked what impacts had been seen so far. 
Doyle Wilson noted that the main observation was all the precipitation had been received in 3-4 days and was mostly run off, because it was too much; too fast. 

Mike Gross noted that the annual feed was starting to show and growing good in the washes. The perennial plants however, were not doing much yet.  

Mike Crimmins asked that the information be submitted to droughtwatch. 

4.
Report from Susan Craig on current Arizona Department of Water Resources activities.
Susan Craig advised that her department has had a 25% reduction in force, cutting her team to three people. Susan will however, remain involved with the LDIG’s. Despite the challenges we have faced, Susan advised that we have an advantage because of this group. Increased communication at the National level has been seen regarding drought. Mohave County was encouraged to continue moving forward with the LDIG progress. The subject of declaring a drought emergency was discussed. Susan advised that there are currently two declarations in place. The first was a Drought Emergency in 1999 and the second was Drought Conservation in 2004. A letter has been sent to the Governor regarding an emergency declaration for assistance to help the ranchers. The process is initiated in her office however; from there it is out of her hands.  
5.
Report from the Farm Service Agency on the factors involved in the determination of county eligibility for agricultural drought assistance.

Arnie Schlittenhart with the FSA advised that the program is based on the US Drought Monitor. Their hands are tied on how a drought is declared. As of January 26 our area is in D2 status. The area needs to be in that status for 8 weeks before any payments are triggered. 


Discussion ensued regarding the drought process, loan availability and status updates. 
National updates weekly, while the State updates monthly. Adding to the confusion is the one month data lag. Arnie felt that there were not enough monitoring points in Mohave County and recommended using CoCoRahs. He felt that the issue was not with lagging maps but with not enough local monitors. Byron Steward noted that impacts need to go through NOAA and Mike Crimmins office.  

Questions were raised regarding the concrete determiners for D2 status and how to move into a D3 status. Anita Waite advised that she has been able to obtain BLM reports with substantial historical data. While this data is time consuming to compile, it is invaluable because ranching effects are seen slowly.  

6.
Appointment of a new Chair for the Drought Monitoring Workgroup.
Due to health concerns, Jack Hommel resigned from his position as chair for the monitoring workgroup. Discussion was held regarding the appointment of a new monitoring chair. Byron Steward suggested that because the monitoring group had completed the work it had set out to do by creating the monitoring form, the appointment of a new chair could wait. The full LDIG could then work together on creating a drought baseline. 
7.
Discussion and possible adoption of the Drought Monitor Report Form developed by the Monitoring Workgroup.
Byron Steward advised that the monitoring subcommittee had created a drought observation form. Potential monitors are being identified now. Observations can be submitted to the Emergency Management office and Liz Durst will compile and send to the State monthly. 

Mike Crimmins advised that work is being done to get data to flow from Drought watch to Drought monitor. Mike further advised that he is not a fan of quick reporting because we are in an arid climate and it takes a while to get in and out of drought. He felt that monthly updates would be best, even if they were status quo reports. 
Amanda Kaufman moved to accept Byron’s suggestion to not have another subcommittee meeting for the time being and to contact everyone with the form that was created. Jeanne Kentch seconds. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
Zelda Wright advised that the Mohave County Public Works Director wants the survey engineers to monitor. 

It was noted that the form could be improved by adding a Fax/Email field. Amanda Kaufman moved to adopt the monitoring form with the addition of a Fax / Email field. Jim Kanelos seconds the motion. All were in favor and the motion carried.  


8.
Discussion of steps needed to ensure that the U.S. Drought Monitor and the Farm Service Agency receive timely drought impact information.

Mike Staudenmaier encouraged the group to keep working on avenues of conversation. Part of the difficulty of this situation is that agriculture and hydrology have differing effects and it is hard to make one map to show that. Mike went on to explain the differences between the “D” statuses and cautioned the group that although we have the ability to set the status, a historical perspective is needed. 
The group felt that work should begin on creating drought baseline now. Possible divisions could include elevation. Doyle Wilson suggested using a plateau, low and high elevation markers. Discussion continued and the group decided to have another meeting a month from now to decide the baselines. 
Faith Borden recommended using the CoCoRahs system. Jeanne Kentch would like a representative to explain the program to the group so that we might begin using the system. 
9.
Call to the Public.

Jim Kanelos gave an open invitation to everyone to attend the next watershed council meeting at 3:00 p.m. at the agricultural building. 

10.
Adjournment.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 pm. 
