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Short-term Drought Status Update

February brought widespread precipitation to the state, although the southeast corner still lags be-
hind other areas in rainfall. The White Mountains are well below their normal snowpack, so moder-
ate drought has been extended from Navajo County down to Graham and Greenlee counties in the
Upper Gila watershed. Northwestern Arizona still shows no drought due to wetter than normal con-
ditions in late December and early January. However, due to the low density of gauges in Mohave
and western Coconino counties, some locales may actually be abnormally dry. During the last
month, La Nifia conditions weakened in some parts of the Pacific Ocean — weakening considerably
in the eastern Pacific. This increases chances of near-average precipitation for the rest of the winter;
however, the February 17 seasonal outlook for Arizona from the NOAA Climate Prediction Center
indicates increased chances of below-average precipitation from March through May. Although a
welcome surprise, the winter storms of the last two weeks of February were unusual for La Nifia con-
ditions. If there is continued dryness, drought conditions across southern Arizona will likely worsen.
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