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Forest Health & Wildfires

o Wildfires had the largest impact on forest health
in 2011.

o Wildfires are usually considered a natural
disturbance agent affecting the health off many.
vegetation types (chaparral, woodlands, forests).

¢ However, the human-caused fires experienced in
2011 are considered unnatural, mainly: due te
their size and INtensIty:

¢ Eire SUpPreSsIon) drazing and fereESt management
pPractices therlast 1I50 vears; have pProdUced VerY.
URRealthy and Hiammablefiorests: and Woodiands:



ARIZONA LARGE FIRES

January 1 to October 7, 2011
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Wikdfre Labets:

; 100 - 5000 Red Symbols - Wildfires managed for full suppression and perimeter control
5000 +

& Large Managed Fires 100+ Acres Green Symbols — Wildfires managed for multiple objectives

o Map Created by Arizona State Foresfry - Ocfober 24, 2011
Fire Polygons (where available) Map Created by Arizona State Forestry - Octobar 24, 2011
~ . NIFC Southwest Coordination Center (hifp-#gacc.nifc. gowsweco/).
[ ] wNational Forests of Arizona NIFC Eastem Great Basin: http:#igacc. nife.gowegbc
Inciweb: httpfwww.inciweb.org 3
Note: Some fires are still active and final acreage will change.
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Wallow Fire
Soil Burn Severity Map
Derived from BARC Image Dated June 23, 2011

Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests
and Gila National Forest

June 25, 2011
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538,049 Acres Affected = About 841 Square
Miles
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Alpine, Arizona 6/21/2011
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Escudilla Mountain Lookout 6/21/2011
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Before 6/28/2007

Greer, Arizona

After 6/21/2011
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Arizona

Greer




Ponderosa Pine Vegetation Type:
2-10 Years Fire Freguency.

16-million
ture ponderosa
pinesikilled by fire




Severe Soll Erosion
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Mixed Conifer Vegetation Type:
5-25 Years Fire Freguency.




Mixed Conifer Vegetation Type: Abnormal

Burn Severity
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Mixed Conifer Vegetation Type: Burn
Mosaic

14



Changes in Species Composition

on Arizona Forests




- 95% Mortality observed at around 7500
- 61% mortality 7500°-8500°
-16% mortality above 8500
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[re aspen regeneration

f

Post-




Spruce-fir Vegetation Type:
150+ Years Fire Freguency
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Horseshoe 2 Fire-Chiricahua Mountains
222,954 Acres = 350 Sguare Miles




Bob Celaya, Forest Health Specialist,
Arizona State Forestry Division
poebcelaya@azsi.qoy.

602-771-1415
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