
The ABC’s of Well InformationThe ABC’s of Well Information

How to locate the 
information you need at 

ADWR online



PurposePurpose

Due to ADWR’s Reduction In Force (RIF) the Due to ADWR’s Reduction In Force (RIF) the 
department’s goal is to assist the public with a department’s goal is to assist the public with a 
general understanding of well information and general understanding of well information and 
how to find this information online using the how to find this information online using the 
Wells 55 online search wizard.Wells 55 online search wizard.



Learning ObjectivesLearning Objectives
•• Understanding Township, Range and Section/Legal Land Understanding Township, Range and Section/Legal Land 

DescriptionsDescriptions

•• Determining and understanding Cadastrals from Township, Determining and understanding Cadastrals from Township, 
Range and Section InformationRange and Section Information

•• How to Locate Township, Range and  Section/Legal Land How to Locate Township, Range and  Section/Legal Land 
DescriptionsDescriptions

•• Understanding Basic Well Information Relating to PropertyUnderstanding Basic Well Information Relating to Property

•• Relationship on the Sale of Property and Well InformationRelationship on the Sale of Property and Well Information

•• Types of Water RightsTypes of Water Rights

•• Utilizing the online Wells Search WizardUtilizing the online Wells Search Wizard



Understanding Township, Range and Understanding Township, Range and 
Section aka Legal Land DescriptionsSection aka Legal Land Descriptions

Legal Land descriptions are different from Book, Legal Land descriptions are different from Book, 
Map, Parcel.Map, Parcel.

Townships run North and South AND Ranges run Townships run North and South AND Ranges run 
East and West.East and West.

Normal townships and ranges will have 36 sections Normal townships and ranges will have 36 sections 
which are each a mile square so you have 36 which are each a mile square so you have 36 
square miles in a Township and Range.square miles in a Township and Range.



Legal Land DescriptionsLegal Land Descriptions

How to locate Township, Range and Section (TRS), How to locate Township, Range and Section (TRS), 
also referred to as (legals).also referred to as (legals).

There are several places to find TRS (legals).  There are several places to find TRS (legals).  

If you have the “Book, Map, and Parcel” (BMP) access If you have the “Book, Map, and Parcel” (BMP) access 
the County Assessor’s web site and enter the “BMP” the County Assessor’s web site and enter the “BMP” 
in the “New Parcel” search window.in the “New Parcel” search window.



Key WebsitesKey Websites

Arizona County Assessor Websites

For the purpose of this of training, we’ll focus on www.maricopa.gov/accessor















Cadastrals/Legal Land Descriptions Cadastrals/Legal Land Descriptions 
How to determine and understand them. How to determine and understand them. 

• AZ State is split into 4 unequal areas by the 
intersecting of the Townships and Ranges. 

• The intersection point is Baseline Road & 
Meridian Road where the Gila and Salt Rivers 
intersect.

• Cadastrals = Legal Land Descriptions



To determine the area of the State you are in or the 
“Quadrant” (A, B, C or D) look at your Township direction 
and the Range direction

Example:

Township, Range, Section

24S          32E         28

What Quadrant?

NENW

SESW

Townships run north and south.

Ranges run east and west.



“SECTION”

•Each township is divided into 36 equal parts called sections.

•Each section is approximately one square mile, about 640 acres.  

•Each 640 acre section can be subdivided into four 160-acre quarters.

Once you determine 
quadrant, the next 
step is the section.



Each 160-acre quarter is further subdivided into four 40-acre quarters

Each 40-acre quarter is further subdivided into four 10-acre quarters

Each 160-, 40- and 10-acre quarter is designated as the northeast, northwest, 
southwest, or southeast quarter (a, b, c, d respectively) 

C

B A

D



Quarter, Quarter, Quarter

160 qtr, 40 qtr, 10 qtr refers to the quadrant it resides in after each subdivision

AB

DC

AB

DC



How to write the Cadastral Location

D 24-0-32-0-28CCA





Converting Legal Descriptions to Converting Legal Descriptions to 
CadastralCadastral

This is what you will see on the 
deed for a piece of property:

Example:
Legal Description 

the SW quarter of the NE 
quarter of the SE quarter of 
Section 4, Township 1N, 
Range 8E.



Why are Cadastrals so Important?Why are Cadastrals so Important?

Accessing ADWR’s Imaged Records



Entering Cadastral Location in the Imaged Records DatabaseEntering Cadastral Location in the Imaged Records Database
• Legal Land Description: The SW quarter of the NE quarter of the SE quarter of Section 4, 

Township 1N Range 8E will translate into the Cadastral Location like this: A-1-0-8-0-4DAC

Where A = Quadrant of the state.  This is derived from the township and range directions: 
Township 1N Range 8E (NE = A, NW = B, SW = C, SE = D)

1 = Township

0 = Represents a whole Township.  Occasionally there is a ½ Township, and a 5 needs to be entered 
instead.  The 0 or 5 must be entered, or search results will not appear.

8 = Range

0 = Represents a whole Range.  Occasionally there is a ½ Range, and a 5 needs to be entered 
instead.  The 0 or 5 must be entered, or search results will not appear.

4 = Section

D = ¼ section, 160 acres

A = ¼ of the ¼ section, 40 acres

C = ¼ section of the ¼ section of the ¼ section 10 acres

Letters are not case sensitive,  Be sure to enter the dashes as shown in the example.

If the ¼ sections are not known, just enter a wildcard (*) in their place? Ex. A-1-0-8-0-4*.  This search 
finds all wells in section 4.  The wildcard character can be used anywhere within the Location or 
Well number.



What is the Cadastral?What is the Cadastral?

The SW quarter of the NE quarter of the 
SE quarter of Section 4, Township 1N, 
Range 8E.

A 1-0-4-0-8DAC



Understanding Basic Well Information Understanding Basic Well Information 
Relating to PropertyRelating to Property

• Relationship on the sale of property and well information

• What water rights are attached to the property (Irrigation 
Grandfathered rights; Surface Water Rights, Statement 
of Claimants)

• Split Land Parcels

• Information on Shared Wells



Relationship on the Sale of Property Relationship on the Sale of Property 
and Well Informationand Well Information

• When a piece of property has a well on it, the change of 
ownership on the property does NOT carry over to the 
ownership of the well.

• The NEW owner must use ADWR form, 55-71A, Change 
of Well Information, for a change of ownership.  (Form 
located at www.azwater.gov.)

• If there is more than one well being transferred from one 
owner to one owner, you may send a form for EACH well 
at the same time with only one $10.00 fee.



Types of Water RightsTypes of Water Rights
• Irrigation Grandfathered Rights - right to withdraw and use 

groundwater within an AMA based on the fact of lawful withdrawals 
and use of groundwater prior to the AMA’s designation.

• Surface Water Rights - Early in its history, Arizona adopted 
the doctrine of prior appropriation to govern the use of surface 
water. This doctrine is based on the tenet of “first in time, first in 
right” which means that the person who first puts the water to a 
beneficial use acquires a right that is better than later appropriators 
of the water.

• Statement of Claimant - Property owned that is located within 
lands drained by either the Gila River or Little Colorado Rivers and 
their tributaries and the use of water on this property may be 
affected by on-going court proceedings known as the Gila River 
Adjudication and the Little Colorado River Adjudication. 



What Water Rights Are Attached to the What Water Rights Are Attached to the 
PropertyProperty

• When you are doing the due diligence for a piece of 
property there may be several different types of water 
rights attached to that property.

• Before closing, research should be done to find any and 
all water rights attached to the property.  If this 
information is not found on the ADWR website then 
complete a Public Information Request (form found at 
www.azwater.gov) and  submit it to ADWR Information 
Management.  

• Whatever types of water rights are attached to a piece of 
property need to be conveyed to the NEW owner of the 
property.



Split Land ParcelsSplit Land Parcels

• To find the history for a parcel of land you 
can go to the County Assessor’s website, 
www.maricopa.gov, click on 
assessor/parcel information and search by 
book, map, parcel number.  This 
information will identify land splits.  Why?  
To determine if there could be possible 
shared well information on property.



Some parcels that have an alphabet letter on the end can be an indicator that the 
well just might be a shared well.  For example: 504 36 037 X

Go to:  http://www.maricopa.gov/Assessor/ and click on advanced search options.



Select 
Maps

This is an 
example of the 
detective work it 
takes to finding a 
shared well.  



Click on 
“New Parcel 
Lookup” 



Enter your 
parcel number 
and click on 
“submit”



Take a look at the 
“Was Parcel and Is 
Parcel.”  This is the 
start to find where 
your parcel came 
from.

Notice in the “Was” 
parcel 504-36-037L  
is in blue, click that 
because it goes 
even further back.  
See next 
attachment 



As you can 
see parcel 
504-36-037 X  
came from  
504-36-037L, 



504-36-037L 
split came 
from 504-36-
037 C & D. 

Now look at 
the wells 
query list 
below to see 
if you can find 
one of those 
parcel 
numbers 





Shared WellsShared Wells
• Shared wells are not regulated by anyone in the state of Arizona.

• A shared well is a PRIVATE agreement between the well owner and the parties they 
choose to share the well with.

• Some well agreements are written up while others are just verbal agreements. 
Generally, written agreements are filed with the County Recorder’s office.  In order to 
determine if there is one, always do your homework and carefully read the title report 
or any civil agreement regarding wells.

• If the property that the well is sitting on is sold, the new owner needs to be made 
aware that there is a shared well agreement in place and consult someone with 
expertise on what is required when this occurs.

• According to ADWR if your property houses the well you are the owner of the well.

• Sometimes a well will have its own piece of property in the middle of the parcels with 
an easement for each property sharing the well.  

• AGAIN, NO ONE regulates shared wells in the state of Arizona.  If you ask the 
question of how many connections or persons can be on a shared well before it 
would be classified as a Water Company contact the Department of Environmental 
Quality @ 602-771-2300



Statement of Claimant (SOC)
The Gila River and Little Colorado River General Stream AdjudicationsThe Gila River and Little Colorado River General Stream Adjudications

An Owner’s Placement in Line to Use WaterAn Owner’s Placement in Line to Use Water



OverviewOverview
Statement of Claimants (SOC) Statement of Claimants (SOC) 

What are they and who should file What are they and who should file 

• What is a NEW Use Summons and why does someone 
get one?

• Where can someone find the history behind the SOC’s?

• What if a person chooses not to file a Statement of 
Clamaint?

• Where can someone find the forms for filing a Statement 
of Claimant?



What is a New Use Summons?

• A new use summons is an order from either the 
Maricopa County Superior Court (Gila River 
Adjudication) or the Apache County Superior Court (Little 
Colorado River Adjudication) that directs a landowner to 
assert any claims to water rights that they may have by 
filing the appropriate court-approved forms. These forms 
are known as statements of claimants (SOCs).



Why Does Someone Receive a New 
Use Summons?

• Because the property a person owns is located within 
lands drained by either the Gila River or Little Colorado 
Rivers and their tributaries, the use of water on their 
property may be affected by on-going court proceedings 
known as the Gila River Adjudication and the Little 
Colorado River Adjudication. 





How can Someone Locate their 
Watershed?

• Claimants may locate their watershed by 
viewing or downloading the map (11.7 MB 
in size) on ADWR’s website, 
www.azwater.gov. 

• They may also contact ADWR for 
assistance. 



Major Watersheds



What Does an Owner Need to File?
For  EACH type of water use, an owner must file a statement of claimant (SOC) 

that describes the claimed water use.  

The four different types of water use are:  

Domestic, Irrigation, Stockpond or Other Uses

The following basins that make up the Gila and Little Colorado Systems are:

Agua Fria, Lower Gila, San Pedro, Upper Gila, Upper 
Salt, Upper Santa Cruz, Verde and the Little Colorado 
River.

There are different forms for each use for each basin.  



Does an owner need to file an SOC even though 
they already have a permit, certificate, or other 

approval from ADWR?

• Yes, a claimant must file an SOC so that the adjudication 
court will be aware that they are claiming a right to use 
water.

• Even though a claimant may have already received a 
permit, certificate, or other form of approval from ADWR 
for their water uses, an SOC must be filed for the 
adjudication process.

•
• The adjudication court will ultimately determine the 

nature, extent, and relative priority of all water rights for 
which an SOC has been filed. 



Does an owner obtain a water right by 
filing an SOC? 

• No, claimants do not obtain a right to use water by filing 
an SOC. 

• Rights to use water must be acquired in accordance with 
state law.

• Under state law, in order to initiate a new use of water, 
or to increase the amount of water used under a current 
water right, you must obtain the appropriate permit, 
certificate, or other approval from ADWR.



Should an Owner File an SOC if the 
Use of Water is from a Well?

• For each watershed, ADWR provides a report to the 
adjudication courts that identifies all uses of water within 
the watershed, including uses from a well.

• The adjudication process may include water uses from a 
well depending upon the location of the well and other 
factors.

• All persons using water or a well should file a statement 
of claimant - or confirm that a statement of claimant has 
been filed on their behalf - because a person may be 
pumping appropriable subflow which is subject to the 
Superior Court's jurisdiction in an adjudication.



What Happens if an Owner Does Not 
File an SOC? 

• They could lose the water right, and they 
may be prevented from asserting that 
water right later. This could happen even 
though they have received a permit, 
certificate, or other approval from ADWR. 



What if an Owner Sells the Property 
Where They Use the Water Right?

• The owner should contact ADWR so that the 
new owners may be contacted. If they sold the 
property and they have already filed an SOC, 
they should complete the form entitled 
“ASSIGNMENT” of statement of claimant.



When Does a SOC have to be filed?

• Generally, a SOC should be filed within 90 days 
of receipt of the new use summons. However, 
state law allows owners to file an SOC even 
after the initial 90-day period. Upon filing a SOC, 
owners will be entitled to receive notification of 
adjudication activities that may affect their water 
rights. 



Are There Any Other SOC 
Requirements?

• After an owner files an SOC, they must notify ADWR of any of the 
following: 

• (1) a change in address;
•
• (2) an assignment of SOC to another person;
•
• (3) a transfer to another person of all or part of the land for which a 

water right has been claimed; and 

• (4) a transfer to another person of all or part of the water right 
claimed when the water right is severed and transferred to another 
parcel of land.

•
• You must notify ADWR within 30 days of any of these changes 

using forms approved by the adjudication courts. Copies of the 
forms are available from ADWR or by downloading them from 
ADWR’s website, www.azwater.gov. 



HOW DO I CONTACT ADWR FOR FORMS OR TO 
ANSWER QUESTIONS? 

• Forms may be downloaded from ADWR’s website, 
www.azwater.gov. See “HOW DO I DOWNLOAD FORMS?” on 
page 1.

• Forms are also available upon request to ADWR at the following 
address and telephone number: 

• Arizona Department of Water Resources 3550 North Central 
Avenue Phoenix, Arizona 85012 Telephone: (602) 771-8500

• You may also call this number for answers to questions you may 
have about the new use summons and the adjudication process.

•



Using the ADWR Wells Search Wizard

Presenter:  Andy Fisher


