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On March 1st, Conservation Coordinator Ruth Greenhouse will attend a small group session hosted by Western Resource Advocates and the Natural Resources Defense Council. The main goal of the meeting is to explore the idea of creating some form of regional water conservation alliance to improve the efficiency of water use in the Colorado River basin states.
On March 1st, Ms. Benemelis will meet with other Colorado River Basin States’ representatives to continue their efforts to finalize comments that the States will submit to the Department of the Interior on March 18th regarding the draft environmental assessments for the High Flow Experimental Releases and Non-Native Fish Control efforts.
On March 1st, Water Resource Planner Laura Grignano will give a presentation on the Final Report of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability and the Water Resources Development Commission to the WESTMARC Water and Energy Committee in Peoria.
On March 3rd, Assured and Adequate Water Supply Manager Doug Dunham, Rick Obenshain, and Norma Eagan are scheduled to meet with Dale Willis, Willis Property Company to discuss a potential Analysis of Assured Water Supply project, Victoria Estates, which is located in Maricopa County.  The project plans to serve 330 lots over approximately seventy-three acres of land. 

On March 3rd and 7th, Water Resource Planner Laura Grignano will participate in the Water Resource Development Commission Industrial Subcommittee and Water Supply and Demand Committee meetings.
On March 3rd, Mr. Chuck Merritt, P.E. will inspect Florence FRS Dam, operated and maintained by the Florence Area Watershed Flood Control District, in Pinal County.  The five-mile-long earthen dam, constructed in 1965 by the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service, provides flood protection to the Town of Florence, Arizona State Prisons Facilities, the Central Arizona Project and Florence-Casa Grande Canals, and farmland.

On March 5th, Conservation Coordinator Ruth Greenhouse will participate in Salt River Project’s 3rd annual Water conservation Expo by promoting the Department’s Conservation website and providing attendees with water conservation bookmarks and brochures.

On March 3rd and March 17th, Ms. Nicole Spence-Gibson will meet with the Flood Control District of Maricopa County to discuss the rehabilitation of Buckeye FRS No.1 Dam, located in western Maricopa County.  The dam provides flood protection for Interstate-10, other infrastructure, the Town of Buckeye, and surrounding farming operations.  The dam is classified as unsafe due to embankment cracking.   The FCDMC requested federal assistance under Public Law 106-472 for a rehabilitation project to address this dam safety concern and to maintain the flood control benefits to the downstream properties for the next 100 years.

On March 4th, Ms. Nicole Spence-Gibson will inspect Thunderbird Park Reservoir Dam.  This structure was constructed by the City of Glendale in 1985 to store 12 million gallons of water for their public water supply system.   Properties located downstream include residential, commercial, and the local high school.

The week of March 6th through March 12th is National Ground Water Awareness Week. The Department and the Arizona Water Well Association are partnering up to focus on the groundwater wells.  We are asking that private well owners, well drillers, and pump installers visit ADWR’s online well data base (www.azwater.gov) to verify that all required forms have been filed and are current.  The Department and AZWWA will send out a joint press release on March 7th.

On March 2nd and 16th, Water Resource Planner Laura Grignano will participate in the bi-weekly Hyder Valley Solar Energy Project Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) with the Bureau of Land Management, project managers, and applicant.  The Department is a cooperating agency on this EIS.

On March 7th through March 9th, Ms. McCraw will attend a Technical Workgroup Meeting for Glen Canyon Adaptive Management Workgroup. The first day of the meeting will focus on an Economics 101 training course for the development of the Socioeconomics Implementation Plan for the Adaptive Management Program. The second and third meeting day topics will include the Department of Interior’s draft environmental assessments for the for High-Flow experimental releases from Glen Canyon Dam and non-native fish control; the development of an Environmental Impact Statement for the Long-Term Experimental and Management Plan for Glen Canyon Dam; and revisions to the FY 2012 Budget and Work Plan and the General Core Monitoring Plan.
March 7th through March 9th, Ms. Nicole Spence-Gibson will inspect the following dams: Adobe, Dreamy Draw, Cave Buttes, and New River.  The dams were constructed under the sponsorship of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and are operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County for the flood protection and sediment management.
On March 8th, Acting Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney will participate in the Arizona Capitol Times Morning Scoop: Water panel. 

On March 8th, Assistant Director Michael Johnson and other ADWR staff will meet with ASLD, ADOT, Seibert Land & Cattle Co., and Yavapai County to discuss a course of action regarding the Notice of Violation issued in 2009 for the unauthorized operation of Seligman Dam located in Yavapai County.  The dam is located on State Trust Land leased by the Seibert Land & Cattle Co. 
On March 8th, 9th, and 10th, Laura Grignano, will serve as the Director’s Designee on the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Sitting Committee at the Perrin Ranch Wind Gen-Tie Project and Associated 500 kv Transmission line public hearings in Flagstaff.
On March 9th, Ms. Benemelis will attend a Mohave County Water Authority Board Meeting to discuss the Interior’s draft environmental impact assessments associated with high-flow experimental releases from Glen Canyon Dam and non-native fish control and potential program impacts to Mohave County. Ms. Benemelis will also provide an update regarding the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study.
On March 10th and 11th, Ms. Nicole Spence-Gibson will participate in a Failure Mode Evaluation Analysis  for the Powerline, Vineyard and Rittenhouse Dams which although located in Pinal County provide flood protection to portions of Eastern of Maricopa County.  The analysis is a risk-based process for identifying critically vulnerable components of the three-dam intergrated system of dams as part of the planning for overall system rehabilation.  Powerline FRS Dam has been classified as an Unsafe Dam with Elevated Risk of Failure for concerns with its foundation. There are no safety deficiencies currently identified at Vineyard and Rittenhouse FRS dams.
On March 10th, Ms. Nicole Spence-Gibson will attend the White Tanks FRS No. 4 construction planning and coordinating activities associated with the “Phase I Rehabilitation.”  Phase I construction will entail installing a full-depth central filter along the length of the embankment.  The Department received the Flood Control District of Maricopa County Construction Application to perform this work on December 1, 2010 and approved it on February 4, 2011.  Construction is anticipated to be completed by early 2012.
On March 11th, Ms. Benemelis will attend the fourth of the eight planned development meetings at the Central Arizona Project (“CAP”) for the ADD Water Program.  Efforts continue to develop the Program, which is intended to provide a mechanism for the acquisition, development and delivery of new water supplies for water users located in CAP's three-county service area. An associated water supply acquisition program is also being developed for non-CAP service area water users.


On March 16th, Mr. Chuck Merritt, P.E. will inspect Freeman, Stockton, No Name Wash and Central Detention Dams.  These earthen dams each provide flood control within Graham County.  Stockton Dam and Central Detention Dam are classified as unsafe pending an evaluation of the flood passing capacity.  Freeman Dam has a safety deficiency for the inability to safely pass the inflow design flood.  No associated safety deficiencies exist for No Name Wash.
On March 17th through 18th, Ms. Benemelis, who is a faculty member of CLE International, will be attending CLE’s 13th Annual Law of the Colorado River Conference. She is scheduled to make a presentation regarding the Colorado River interim guidelines for Lower Basin shortages and coordinated operations for lakes Powell and Mead, the Bi-national negotiation process between the U.S. and Mexico to develop a comprehensive water management strategy, and Colorado River salinity management issues.

On March 19th, Conservation Coordinator Ruth Greenhouse will promote April is Water Awareness Month at the Fix-A-Leak Week Family Fun Festival and “We’re for Water” 4 Mile Race.  The event is coordinated by the Arizona Municipal Water Users Association, in the past; this event received the EPA WaterSense program spotlight event for WaterSense.  National Fix-Leak Week is March 14th – 20th, 2011.   

On March 21, Acting Director Fabritz-Whitney will meet with CAP, Dept of Interior and SRP at the Bureau of Indian Affairs office to continue the discussion of water issues.

During the week of March 21, the Department and the Arizona Municipal Water Users Association (AMWUA), will launch the campaign for Arizona’s Water Awareness Month (WAM).  April is Water Awareness Month and this year, we encourage Arizonans to celebrate WAM online by visiting WaterAwarenessMonth.com, an interactive calendar that includes water-related activities, informational events, tips, and resources.  The Department and AMWUA will send out a joint press release on March 21st.
On March 22nd and 23rd, Laura Grignano, will serve as the Director’s Designee on the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Sitting Committee at the Mazatzal Subsection and 345kv Interconnection Project public hearings in Scottsdale.

On March 23rd, Ms. Nicole Spence-Gibson will attend the State Emergency Response and Recovery Plan (SERRP) meeting sponsored by the Preparedness Section of the Arizona Department of Emergency Management.  Stakeholders will discuss various Emergency Support Functions.

On March 23rd, Staff from the Dam Safety and the Groundwater Permitting and Wells Programs will meet with the Flood Control District of Maricopa County to discuss the process of filing a Notice of Intent to Drill a Well and potential structural impacts.  The FCDMC would specifically like to discuss water production wells in vicinity of the White Tanks FRS No. 4 at Jackrabbit Trail and the Van Buren Road Alignments.
On March 25th, Ms. Benemelis will attend the fourth of the eight planned development meetings at the Central Arizona Project (“CAP”) for the ADD Water Program.  Efforts continue to develop the Program, which is intended to provide a mechanism for the acquisition, development and delivery of new water supplies for water users located in CAP's three-county service area. An associated water supply acquisition program is also being developed for non-CAP service area water users.
Water Resources Development Commission schedule:

March 17 Industrial Subcommittee 9:00 a.m.

March 17 Full Finance Working Group1:30 p.m.

March 21 Supply Subcommittee 10:00 a.m.

March 28 Full Finance Working Group 9:30 a.m.

Regional Water Planning Outreach Team
March 1, Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership meeting in Cordes Junction

March 3, Yavapai Appraisal Study Technical Work Group Meeting in Cottonwood.

March 3, Yavapai Technical Advisory Committee Meeting in Cottonwood.

March 8, Show Low Creek Watershed Enhancement Partnership Meeting in Pinetop

March 9, Mohave County Water Authority Meeting in Kingman

March 16, Verde Watershed Association meeting in Cottonwood

March 16, Yavapai WAC meeting in Prescott

March 16, Northwest Watershed Council meeting in Kingman

March 17, Upper Little Colorado River Watershed Partnership meeting in Eagar

March 18, NAMWUA TAC Meeting in Flagstaff

March 24, Coconino Plateau Executive Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

March 24, Coconino Plateau Technical Advisory Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

March 25, Coconino Plateau Government Affairs Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

March 25, Coconino Plateau Public Out Reach Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

March 25, Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council Meeting in Flagstaff

Special Events

On March 16, the Arizona Water Banking Authority will hold its quarterly meeting.
On March 18th, Acting Director Fabritz-Whitney will join the Centennial celebration at Theodore Roosevelt Dam.

During the Month of March, ADWR Flood Mitigation staff and the FEMA Region IX representatives will conduct National Flood Insurance Program Community Assistance Visits for the Cities of Gilbert and Scottsdale.  The visits will include field tours of recent development in the FEMA 100-year floodplain, and office CAV meetings to discuss or provide technical assistance for the Cities’ floodplain management programs.










