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PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

Throughout the month of December, the Department was engaged with a number of issues surrounding the Colorado River, including finalizing as agreement with Mexico, accounting procedures and the environmental programs at Glen Canyon and the Lower Colorado River.

On December 2nd, Don Gross with Colorado River Management attended a meeting with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and other Lower Colorado River Basin States to discuss the procedures for the Inadvertent Overrun and Payback Policy (“IOPP”) for Lower Basin Colorado River water contractors. Representatives will review the 2011 payback plans for affected Colorado River contractors, as well as other IOPP technical matters.

Throughout the month, Perri Benemelis, Manager of Colorado River Management, participated in conference calls with Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group (CAHG) members to continue efforts to develop a final recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior.  The purpose of the recommendation is to encourage the modification of the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup. The Workgroup, a federal advisory group formed under the Grand Canyon Protection Act of 1992, makes recommendations to the Secretary of Interior regarding proposed operation of Glen Canyon Dam with the goal of preserving and enhancing the ecology of Grand Canyon.

On December 3rd, Ms. Benemelis attended a meeting regarding the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s Intentionally Created Surplus Policy and Direct Shortage Supply procedures for Lower Basin Colorado River water supplies.  The purpose of the meeting was to continue the development of policy that governs the creation and storage of surplus Colorado River water supplies.

Throughout the month, Director Guenther and staff participated in several conference calls with the Basin States Principals to discuss the remaining issues that the Basin States have concerning the Bi-National process between the U.S. and Mexico. The purpose of the cooperative process is to develop a Minute to the 1944 Treaty between the two countries to address Colorado River shortage sharing and water management strategies. Agreement among all the parties was reached and the United States and Mexico signed at the end of December Minute 318 concerning delivery schedules for Mexican “earthquake” water. 
The Department is the state entity tasked with providing recommendations to the Secretary of Interior regarding allocations of Colorado River water. On December 8th, Ms. Benemelis and Tricia McCraw met with Town of Buckeye representatives to discuss the Town’s Central Arizona Project (“CAP”) water subcontract and options the Town may have to acquire additional CAP entitlement to meet its future water demand. On December 22nd, Ms. Benemelis and Ms. McCraw met with representatives for the General Motors Proving Ground Facility that is located north of Yuma within the Department of the Army Yuma Proving Grounds. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the GM Facility’s need to acquire a Colorado River entitlement to cover its current and future water use. 

On December 16th, Ms. Benemelis and Ms. McCraw attended a meeting with Central Arizona Project representatives and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to discuss the Colorado River Water Accounting Agreement for the Multi-Species Conservation Program and its application to proposed program projects within the State of Arizona.

Dam Safety staff performed seven dam safety operation and maintenance inspections during the month of November 2010.  Spook Hill, Signal Butte, Apache Junction and Guadalupe Dam Dams are operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County and provide flood protection to the East Valley communities of Apache Junction, Mesa and Guadalupe.  Camp Dyer Diversion Dam is located in Maricopa County and operated by the Maricopa Water District and used primarily for irrigation water.  Upper and Lower Chalk Dams are privately owned in Cochise County for the purpose of wildlife and fish. 

Dam Safety staff performed construction oversight inspections at two dams pursuant to a settlement agreement entered into by Bar Boot Ranch LLC in Cochise County for unauthorized construction and operation of four jurisdictional dams.   The Ranch has agreed to completely remove two of the dams and reduce the other two dams to non-jurisdictional sizes.  Work has been substantially completed on two of the dams. 

ADWR’s Assured Water Supply Program staff met with several stakeholders in December to discuss both specific applications and water supply availability going forward. On December 8th, Assured and Adequate Water Supply Manager Doug Dunham met with representatives of the Arizona Corporation Commission and Johnson Utilities to discuss cost recovery options for private utilities with designations of assured water supply. On December 21st, Water Management Division Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney hosted a meeting with water provider representatives in the Phoenix AMA to discuss Assured Water Supply within the AMA. 

On December 6th ADWR’s Recharge Program issued four water storage permits to Resolution Copper Mining LLC allowing them to store CAP water at Agua Fria Managed and Agua Fria Constructed Underground Storage Facilities, Hieroglyphic Mountain Underground Storage Facility and Tonopah Desert Underground Storage Facility. On December 20th, the Recharge Program issued an Underground Storage Facility conveyed permit to Metropolitan Domestic Water Improvement District.  The Avra Valley Recharge Project Underground Storage Facility permit was previously held by Central Arizona Water Conservation District.  The facility stores up to 11,000 acre-feet per year of CAP water.

On December 8th, the Arizona Water Banking Authority met at ADWR offices. Agenda items included: AWBA staff update; the Second Amended Agreement for Interstate Water Banking; Discussion and Approval of the 2011 Annual Plan of Operations; Discussion and approval of the CY 2011 Water Delivery Budget; Discussion and potential approval of the Agreement between the AWBA and Metropolitan Domestic Water Improvement District providing for the storage of CAP water at the Avra Valley Recharge Project; and an overview and discussion of the draft water storage facility inventory. 

OUTREACH

Director Guenther spoke to several groups in December about the department and water issues generally. On December 7th, Director Guenther spoke to the Arizona Cotton Growers Association Board of Directors meeting. On December 8th, he presented “ADWR Issues and Opportunities” before the Phoenix Chamber of Commerce Environmental, Agriculture and Water Committee.

On December 6th, the Municipal Best Management Practices Advisory Committee met to discuss the Modified Non-Per Capita Conservation Program. The agenda included reviewing the revised Conservation Efforts Report form, the proposed evaluation plan and the preliminary compliance plan.  Ruth Greenhouse facilitated the meeting; Gerry Wildeman discussed specific requirements that will enable providers to comply with the program’s upcoming reporting requirements.

On December 6th & 7th, ADWR’s Maureen Towne attended meetings with representatives from FEMA and the 26 communities in Maricopa County who participate in the National Flood Insurance Program. The meetings were to discuss the upcoming new digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) which are scheduled for release in February 2012.

On December 9th, Dam safety staff attended a Pre-Construction meeting with the owner, engineer and contractor for privately owned Plains LPG Dam located in Maricopa County.  The dam was constructed in the late 1970’s and is not built to current standards.  The owner wished to rehabilitate the dam to obtain a License of Approval to Operate.
On December 14th, Dam Safety Staff met with the City of Phoenix and their consultants at Hedgepeth Hills Reservoir 3D-ES1 Dam, located in North Phoenix.  The purpose of the meeting was to assess and discuss current site conditions and potential construction.  Construction activities will include removing and replacing the reservoir liner.

WHAT’S NEXT January 2011
Grants and Funding

The Arizona Water Protection Fund Commission will meet on January 10th to consider awarding grants for the FY11 cycle. More than 18 projects are competing for limited grant funds, with most of the projects located in Greater Arizona. The meeting will take place at the offices of the Arizona Municipal Water Users Association.
Programs and Initiatives

Throughout the month of January, the Water Resource Development Commission’s working groups will meet, including the water supply and development group and its sub-committees for municipal, industrial and agricultural demands, the environmental work group and the finance work group. All meetings will take place at ADWR offices in Phoenix and will be available through Live Meeting on the web.

In January ADWR will issue a report to the Maricopa County Adjudication Court in response to the twenty-six objections and comments filed with the court regarding the Department’s June 2009 Subflow Zone Delineation Report for the San Pedro Watershed.  The Court has directed ADWR to submit a report identifying the objections or comments with which ADWR agrees or does not take issue and providing information in response to specific objections or comments.

On January 6th, Water Management Division Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, Manager Doug Dunham, Legal Counsel Ken Slowinski and Fred Breedlove will have an Informal Settlement Conference with Steven Soriano, Santa Rosa Utility Company.  Santa Rosa Utility Company filed a Notice of Appeal in response to the denial of the Santa Rosa Utility Company Underground Storage Facility Application No. 71-211285.0000 and Water Storage Permit Application No. 73-211285.0000.

On January 6th 2011, Assured and Adequate Water Supply Staff Doug Dunham, Richard Obenshain and Norma Eagan will meet with Nathan Miller with Southwest Ground-water Consultants, Inc. and a representative of the owner to discuss the denial of Analysis of Assured Water Supply applications.  On December 10th 2010, the Department denied 9 pending Analysis of Assured Water Supply applications located in the Pinal AMA located within the Eloy Subbasin  area due to lack of physical availability.  The Department granted the consultant/owners several extensions of time to resolve the discrepancies.  In addition, the Department held several meetings per their request outlining specific action items needed to clarify the hydrologic data in order to grant an approval on physical availability.  The applications had been pending since 2007. 

On January 18-20th, ADWR’s Tricia McCraw will attend a Technical Workgroup Meeting for Glen Canyon Adaptive Management Workgroup. The purpose of the three-day meeting will be to discuss the Glen Canyon Monitoring and Research Center’s FY 2010 annual project report.  This report includes a summary of accomplishments and recommendations related to each of the projects included in the Center’s portion of the FY 2010 budget and work plan.  

On January 24-25th, ADWR’s Perri Benemelis and Don Gross will attend a project team meeting for Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Project. The purpose of the two-day meeting will be to discuss options and strategies for the various water demand scenarios that have been developed.  The meetings will also serve to initiate additional project phases. These include System Reliability Analyses (Phase III), and Development and Evaluation of Opportunities for Balancing Supply and Demand (Phase IV).

Dam safety staff is scheduled to inspect seven dams during the month of January 2011.

Throughout the month of January, ADWR legal counsel will be involved in several meetings concerning tribal water settlements, including ongoing negotiations with the Navajo-Hopi tribes, and new discussions commencing with the Havasupai and Hualapai tribes. 

Outreach
On January 31st, ADWR will hold a public hearing on its proposed fee rules. The fees were established through legislative action in the 2010 session and this rulemaking will make them permanent.
ADWR’s regional water planners will attend meetings of Arizona watershed partnerships and other organizations throughout the month, including the Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership in Cordes Junction; Yavapai Appraisal Study Technical Work Group in Prescott; Show Low Creek Watershed Enhancement Partnership Meeting in Pinetop; Coyote Creek WIC meeting in Eagar; Verde Watershed Association meeting in Cottonwood; Yavapai Water Advisory Committee in Cottonwood; Northwest Watershed Council meeting in Kingman; Upper Little Colorado River Watershed Partnership in Eagar; Northern Arizona Municipal Water Users Association in Payson; Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council in Flagstaff; Gila Watershed Partnership in Safford; and the Upper San Pedro Partnership in Sierra Vista.
On January 24th, ADWR’s Laura Grignano will attend the Tucson AMA’s Safe Yield Task Force Group meeting in Tucson. The group will be discussing the use of effluent and its role in meeting the Tucson AMA’s safe yield goal.  

The Phoenix AMA, Prescott AMA, and Pinal AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Councils are scheduled to meet this month. 

Legislation
On January 12th, Director Guenther and staff will meet with Yavapai County Supervisor Carol Springer, Senator Steve Pierce and representatives from SRP to discuss the supervisor’s proposed legislation regarding water harvesting. The meeting will take place at the Capitol. Also on the 12th, Senator Gail Griffin has asked Director Guenther to present “Water 101” to the members of the Senate Water Committee at its first meeting at 1:00.











