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Laura Lind has attached the following document:

ADWR letter 2

| have attached a letter | wrote in response to the Arizona Range News
article of June 10. 2015.
Please let me know if you receive it?

Thank you very much,

Laura Lind
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15 July 2015

To: Arizona Department of Water Resources:
From: Laura Lind, Sunizona

This letter is in response to the article in the Arizona Range News of 10 June 2015
regarding the San Simon INA.

I live in the Sulfur Springs Valley just west of the area encompassed by the proposed San
Simon Sub-basin INA. There has been similar discussion to have an INA in this valley
which includes the communities of Willcox, Bonita, Cochise, Richland, Sunsites and
Sunizona. I am writing this letter on behalf of the hundreds of property owners who live
on small parcels of 5-40 acres and who are impacted by any decisions you make
regarding water use.

I have lived here for nearly 30 years on property where I built a house and had 335 ft well
drilled. By 2011 the water level had dropped to a point where my pump burned out and I
had a new one installed. The new pump was set at 315 feet and the water level at that
time was at 252 feet. This past spring the water level was checked and determined to be
at 269 feet. Still well above the pump, but showing a drop in the water level of 17 feet
over the past 4 years. There are others in this community not so lucky. Their wells are
going dry or are already dry and need to be drilled deeper. This can be a huge hardship
or even impossible for folks who have retired out here on limited incomes. We don’t
know whether to blame the low rain levels or the many deep water wells which have been
in use the past few years. Many new deep wells have been opened just when talk of the
INA started. It seems farmers are concerned that the INA will cause them to lose wells if
they are not in use, and prohibit the opening of new wells. Millions of gallons of water
are being used daily with no accounting.

There are farmers and ranchers who have been husbanding their land in this valley for
generations and are true conservationists. There are other big land-owners with money to
burn and political clout who don’t care if this valley dries up. These few who are using
up the water will be protected by an INA. The shortage of water will not only continue
but grow. Please keep us, the hundreds of homeowners in these valleys, in mind.
Something needs to be done, but it doesn’t appear that an INA will be of any help in
conserving our water.

Respectfully,

Laura Lind
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