From: Brent Haas

To: Sharon Scantlebury

Cc: "Haas Farms"

Subject: INA Support for San Simon Valley Sub-basin
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2015 9:11:23 AM
Attachments: INA Support Letter.pdf

Good morning,

Attached is my letter in support of an INA for the San Simon Valley Sub-basin. | have also submitted
this letter via fax and US mail today. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Thank you,

Brent R. Haas


mailto:Brent@Bonitabean.com
mailto:sscantlebury@azwater.gov
mailto:haasfarms@vtc.net

May 7, 2015

Arizona Department of Water Resources
Attn: Director Thomas Buschatzke

3550 North Central Avenue

Phoenix, AZ 85012

RE: Support of INA in the San Simon Valley Sub-basin
Dear Mr. Buschatzke:

As a farmer and being a good steward of the land and our resources, | give full support of creating an
INA in the San Simon Valley Sub-basin. For many reasons there has been a rapid expansion of irrigated
acres in the San Simon Valley Sub-basin along with the Willcox Basin. Since the fall of 2014 when the
water issues came to the forefront, the expansion of irrigated acres has accelerated even faster. The
issues in the San Simon Valley Sub-basin are the same or simifar to those we face in the Willcox Basin:

e Drought conditions in California moving acres to our area

High pistachio & pecan prices leading to a lot of interest from tree farmers

Real Estate Investment Trusts putting money into production agricultural land

Current farm cperation expansions

Real estate sales people saying buy now/sell now because land used for irrigation may be
limited in the near future

. o

| personally know many of the people in the Bowie-San Simon area. |'ve heard and been told of
threatening and negative talk from people not in support of an INA against anycne in favor of an INA,
because of that, a lot of good people are remaining neutral or silent on the issue of establishing an INA.
I've spoken with some members of that community in private that are in favor of an INA but won't
speak and/or take a position publicly on the issue for fear of repercussions to their family and/or
business.

I have not seen or heard any negative or threatening talk or behavior from anyone in support of an INA.
I'd like to bring this to your attention and ask that you take this into consideration when making your
decision.

We remain a small agricultural community with different opinions on this issue; due to this fact, 1 will
not divulge the name of any individual that has expressed their position to me. Regardiess of what
decision is made, we all must be able to live and work in the same community.

ADWR is the steward of our water, which is the life blood to our economy and our lives in this basin and
that of our neighbors. We ask that you look to the future and help us preserve this resource for many
generations to come.

Sincerely,

Btz 0. Ware—
Brent R. Haas
Farmer in the Willcox Basin
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