TOWN OF CLARKDALE

Arizona Department of Water Resources
Doug Dunham

3550 N. Central Avenue

Phoenix, AZ 85012

June 17, 2008
Re: Groundwater Transportation Rulemaking, Big Chino Sub-basin
Dear Mr. Dunham and other interested parties;,

The Town of Clarkdale is an important stakeholder in the Groundwater Transportation
rulemaking procedure that you are currently undertaking in the Big Chino sub-basin of
the Verde River Basin. Clarkdale is situated as the first municipality along the course of
the river, and our economy and culture rely heavily upon the continued and
uncompromised base flow of the Verde. We are concerned that there may be rules
promulgated in this process that could negatively affect the flow and ecology of the
Verde River, and which would therefore adversely affect the Town of Clarkdale.

We believe that the clear intent of the specific exemption granted to the Prescott AMA in
ARS 45-555, which allows transportation of an allotment based upon the retirement of
Historically Irrigated Acres (HIA), was written in such a way as to minimize impact on
the sub-basin and on the Verde River. As you know, HIA lands are distributed throughout
the Big Chino in large and small parcels, and entities inside the PrAMA are allowed to
retire these lands from agriculture and transport the water that would have been pumped
from them to the AMA. The theory behind allowing transportation of HIA water was that
impact to the Big Chino aquifer and to the Verde River would be minimized by allowing
no more withdrawal than was historically used.

It is important to consider that the historical agricultural use was distributed throughout
the Big Chino, and that the pattern of withdrawals on those HIA lands is critically
important to predicting the impact that future withdrawals will have. In essence,
withdrawing water from a diffuse array of points in the Big Chino will have a different
impact on the aquifer and the river that drains it than withdrawals from a single point
might have.

With this in mind, Clarkdale urges you to grant allotments and withdrawals from HIA
lands only from the same parcels that are withdrawn from production, and that the total
HIA allotment not be aggregated and allowed to be pumped from a single location. In the
case of proposals which could serve the intent of ARS 45-555 and still allow pumping
from a single site without potential harm to base flows, Clarkdale may have no objection.
These would be situations where the single well site is actually further from the Verde
River headwaters than the HIA lands upon which the allotment is granted and where the
single extraction point would be less harmful to the base flow of the river.
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ARS 45-555 also specifies that the transportation of water from the Big Chino applies
only to groundwater. We believe that, in the absence of a definitive adjudication of what
is and what is not subflow, or surface water, in the Big Chino, there should be a definitive
ruling or settlement of this question before allotments are granted.

Clarkdale appreciates the opportunity to comment on the rulemaking process and we
encourage any interested party to contact us through the Mayor’s office for clarification

WSiti n

Mayo
Town of Clarkdale

Cc:  Director Herb Guenther, Department of Water Resources
Mayor Diane Joens, City of Cottonwood
Mayor Tony Gioia, Town of Camp Verde
Mayor Rob Adams, City of Sedona
Mayor Jack Wilson, City of Prescott
Mayor Harvey Skoog, Town of Prescott Valley
Mayor Karen Fann, Town of Chino Valley
Mayor Al Palmieri, Town of Jerome
Supervisor Chip Davis, Yavapai County
Supervisor Tom Thurman, Yavapai County
Supervisor Carol Springer, Yavapai County
Greg Kornrumph, Salt River Project
John Rasmussen, Yavapai County Water Advisory Committee
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