USE OF REGIONAL MODELS FOR
AAWS APPLICATIONS




Challenges of Reviews

+ Numerical vs Analytical Drawdown Simulation
+ New software that can be use in AAWS simulations

+ Numerical simulation combined with analytical simulation
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Figure 1 COMPARISON OF THE DRAWDOWN PREDICTIONS FROM ANALYTICAL AND NUMERICAL GROUNDWATER MODELS

ANALYTICAL MODEL SOLUTION (THEIS ‘ ;
EQUATION) v

THE AQUIFER IS TREATED AS A UNIFORM,
CONTINUOUS MEDIA.

THE PREDICTED DRAWDOWN IS
CALCULATED ALONG A SMOOTH,
CONTINUOUS PROFILE FROM THE WELL

THEIS EQUATION
s = 1146 Q W()

T
W(u) = Well Function = Exponential Integral

u=187% S

T
s =Drawdown (feet) r = Distance From Well (feet)
T = Transmissivity (gpd/ft) S = Storage Coefficient
t = Time (days) Q =Pumping Rate (gpm)

NUMERICAL MODEL SOLUTION
(MODFLOW)

THE AQUIFER IS DIVIDED INTO MODEL
CELLS.

A GROUNDWATER FLOW EQUATION IS
DEVELOPED FOR EACH CELL

THE PREDICTED DRAWDOWN IS
CALCULATED AND AVERAGED AS A
STAIR-STEP PROFILE FROM THE WELL
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Comparison Between Theis ond MODFLOW Solutions
Simulating Well Drawdowns After Five Years of Pumping
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Pumping Simulation Detats

Aquifer Paraneters
T = 30000 gpd/ft
S$=10

Punping Datas
Q = 2000 gon
t = 1823 days

Dravdown Datas
10 Rodius = 5760 feet
2%’ Radus = 1083 feet
Drawdown at Vell = 89 feet

MODFLOV Cellstze = 1 square mie
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Figure 4. Comparison of Analytical and Numerical Model Solutions




i Full Model Extent Is:
————= _— 3,987,500 feet x 3,987,500 feet

MODLOW Model With
Variable Grid Cell Spacing
Used to Simulate Well
Drawdown Examples

Well

Location
Cell Size In Area of Well
Ranges From 100" x 100’ to
5280’ x 5280’
There are 200 rows x 200
columns in the area of the
finest grid spacing for the 100’
x 100’ grid

Figure S General layout of telescoping model grid used for drawdown simulations
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Radial Distance From Well At Which Listed Drawdown Occurs (Feet)

Projected 100-Year Drawdown MODFLOW MODFLOW MODFLOW MODFLOW MODFLOW Theis
(Feet) Grid-Spacing * Grid-Spacing * Grid-Spacing * Grid-Spacing * Grid-Spacing * Equation
5280 2640 1320 660 100

1 198572 198270 198255 198293 199826 192950
25 44636 44479 44454 44483 44482 45129
50 17557 17340 17199 17200 17200 16873

100 3537 3268 3108 3018 2989 2563
131 At Well NC NC NC NC NC
150 NC 660 623 576 389
153 At Well NC NC NC NC
175 At Well NC NC NC
197 At Well NC NC
200 134 59
250 23 9
262 At Well NC
308 At Well

NC = Not Calculated
* Actual MODFLOW Model Had A Variable Grid Size. Model Cells in Vicinity of Well Had Listed Dimensions
MODFLOW Model Was A Square Model Area 3,987,500 feet x 3,987,500 feet = 755.2 mi x 755.2 mi.

Drawdown At Well = Drawdown in model cell containing well for MODFLOW models
Drawdown at Well = Drawdown at a radial distance of one foot for Theis model

Unconfined Aquifer, 1000' initial saturated thickness
T=15,000 ft/d = 112,200 gpd/ft
Sy=.1
Q=2,500,000 ft'/d = 12,986 gpm = 20,948 AFA
Table 1 Simulation 1: Comparison of Analytical and Numerical Model Results: T =15,000 f*/d  Q=20,948 AFA
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Radial Distance From Well At Which Listed Drawdown Occurs (Feet)

Projected 100-Year Drawdown MODFLOW MODFLOW MODFLOW MODFLOW MODFLOW Theis
(Feet) Grid-Spacing * Grid-Spacing * Grid-Spacing * Grid-Spacing * Grid-Spacing * Equation
5280 2640 1320 660 100

1 88841 88678 88074 88767 88620 90016

5 16849 16642 16630 16602 16556 17194
10 2968 2661 2629 2567 2523 2605
12 At Well NC NC NC NC NC
14 At Well NC NC NC NC
15 340 472 396 383
16 At Well NC NC NC
18 At Well NC NC
20 72 57
23 At Well NC
31 At Well

NC = Not Calculated

* Actual MODFLOW Model Had A Variable Grid Size. Model Cells in Vicinity of Well Had Listed Dimensions
MODFLOW Model Was A Square Model Area 3,987,500 feet x 3,987,500 feet = 755.2 mi x 755.2 mi.
Drawdown At Well = Drawdown in model cell containing well for MODFLOW models

Drawdown at Well = Drawdown at a radial distance of one foot for Theis model

Unconfined Aquifer, 1000’ initial saturated thickness
T=15,000 f/d = 112,200 gpd/ft
Sy=.1
Q=250,000 ft'/d = 1299 gpm= 2095 AFA
Table 2 Simulation 2: Comparison of Analytical and Numerical Model Results: T = 15,000 ft* / Day Q =12,095 AFA
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Radial Distance From Well At Which Listed Drawdown Occurs (Feet)

Projected 100-Year Drawdown MODFLOW MODFLOW
(Feet) Grid-Spacing * Grid-Spacing *
5280 2640
1 87104 86865
5 31588 31360
10 12242 11955
20 1873 2090
23 At Well NC
25 539
27 At Well
30
31
34
35
40
45
60

NC = Not Calculated

* Actual MODFLOW Model Had A Variable Grid Size. Model Cells in Vicinity of Well Had Listed Dimensions

MODFLOW
Grid-Spacing *
1320

86817
31385
11814
2020
NC

855

NC

82

At Well

MODFLOW Model Was A Square Model Area 3,987,500 feet x 3,987,500 feet = 755.2 mi x 755.2 mi.

Drawdown At Well = Drawdown in model cell containing well for MODFLOW models
Drawdown at Well = Drawdown at a radial distance of one foot for Theis model

Unconfined Aquifer, 1000' initial saturated thickness
T=7,500 f/d = 56,100 gpd/ft

Sy=.1

Q=250,000 ft'/d = 1,299 gpm = 2,095 AFA

Table 3 Simulation 3: Comparison of Analytical and Numerical Model Results: T = 7,500 ft*/d

10

MODFLOW
Grid-Spacing *
660

86723
31317
11797
1877
NC

792

NC

330

NC

At Well

MODFLOW Theis

Grid-Spacing * Equation
100

86703 86922

31295 31912

11774 11931

1839 1812

NC NC

731 661

NC NC

295 274

NC NC

NC NC

128 109

55 42

At Well NC

At Well

Q=2,095 AFA
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Radial Distance From Well At Which Listed Drawdown Occurs (Feet)

Projected 100-Year Drawdown MODFLOW MODFLOW
(Feet)  Grid-Spacing *  Grid-Spacing *

5280 2640
1 53035 53104
5 20758 20778
10 9268 8826
20 1625 1971
23 At Well NC
25 612
27 At Well
30
32
35
36
40
45
48
65

NC = Not Calculated

* Actual MODFLOW Model Had A Variable Grid Size. Model Cells in Vicinity of Well Had Listed Dimensions

MODFLOW
Grid-Spacing *
1320

53034
20699
8717
1869
NC

887

NC

210

At Well

MODFLOW Model Was A Square Model Area 3,987,500 feet x 3,987,500 feet = 755.2 mi x 755.2 mi.

Drawdown At Well = Drawdown in model cell containing well for MODFLOW models
Drawdown at Well = Drawdown at a radial distance of one foot for Theis model

Unconfined Aquifer, 1000' initial saturated thickness
T=2,500 ft*/d = 18,700 gpd/ft

Sy=.1

Q=95.474 ft'/d =496 gpm = 800 AFA

Table 4 Simulation 4; Comparison of Analytical and Numerical Model Results:

11

MODFLOW
Grid-Spacing *
660

52999
20659
8678
1756
NC
832
NC
404
NC
65

At Well

T=2,500 ft*/d

MODFLOW Theis

Grid-Spacing * Equation
100

52960 53014

20610 20928

8651 8755

1696 1687

NC NC

761 740

NC NC

348 325

NC NC

170 143

NC NC

81 63

29 28

At Well NC

At Well

Q =800 AFA
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—
1,320 fee
Volume of groundwater removed from storage from within the /
blue cylindrical volume (radius = 1,320 feet) predicted by
MODFLOW = 1,928 acre-feet
[ —— Volume of groundwater removed from storage from
. : within the cone of depression of well (hatched volume
Drawdown in model cell that contains well with maximum radius = 1,320 feet) predicted by Theis
predicted by MODFLOW = 153 feet m_— = Equation = 1,642 acre-feet
Drawdown at well predicted by Theis Equation = 308 feet >
Details of Model Simulation
*T= 15,000 ft’/d
*Sy=.10
*Unconfined Aquifer
*Q= 2,500,000 ft'/d
*t=36,500 days
*MODFLOW grid spacing was 2,640 x2,640 feet
2,640 feet *No corrections applied to Theis results for aquifer
dewatering
“—>
2,640 feet

Not drawn to scale

Figure 6 Comparison of Predicted Volumes of Dewatering In Vicinity of Well For Comparable MODFLOW and Theis Simulations

14



Simulation Number

Volume of GW
Removed From Storage
Withm a Radws of
1,320 Feet of Well
(MODELOW)

Volume of GW
Removed From Storage
Withm a Radius of
1,320 Feet of Well
(Thets)

Ratio of GW Removed
From Storage

(MODFLOW/Theis)

1,928 acre-feet

1,642 acre-feet

L17

177 acre-feet

164 acre-feet

108

341 acre-feet

305 acre-feet

.12

341 acre-fect

308 acre-feet

L1

Table 5 Comparison of volumes of predicted dewatering in vicinity of well from
comparable MODFLOW and Theis simulations




o The 2,640 x 2,640 model grid spacing is an appropriate grid size for most AAWS
physical availability demonstrations (particularly in recognition of the fact that the
demonstration of physical availability applies to the area of withdrawals, rather than
at the precise location of the well).

[f there 1s a situation where a numerical model predicts that the drawdown of an
AAWS well would be greater than 50 percent of the original remaining saturated

thickness of the aquifer in the cell containing the well then an analytical model
simulation may be necessary to determine whether the well would actually run dry.

[t seems clear that for most situations the 2,640 x 2,640 foot model cell size should be
appropriate to determine the area of hydrologic impact, which is defined by the
Department to be the maximum extent of the area that would experience a minimum
water level rise of 1 foot, due to the recharge of the proposed project.
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