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The following information is provided for the annual wilderness report

Land Status

The Arizona Wilderness Act of 1984 designated 26700 acres of the Santa

resa tbuntains as Wilderness and enlarged the Galiuro Wilderness by 23600
acres thereby increasing the Galiuro Wilderness to 76317 acres Bundary legal

description for these wildernesses have yet to be ccznpleted

Planning

The Arizona Wilderness Act of 1984 established the Mt ahan Wilderness

Study Area The CoronaIo National Forest Plan recannends in the proposed action
that all 62000 acres of this WS be designated wilderness Currently joint

legislative environmental impact statanent is being prepared by the Coronado and

BIM which will evaluate and reccmend wilderness or non-wilderness designation
for all WSAs established by the Arizona and New Mexico Acts and those under 8114

jurisdiction

In 1986 the first annual visibility monitoring report for the Class
Galiuro Wilderness was ocinpleted This nzrnitoring effort will establish baseline

visibility conditions and assist the Environmental Protection gency and the state

in developing reasonable visibility protection plans for this Class area In

May of 1986 plots for riparian analysis purposes were established in major drain

ages on the north end of the Galiuro Wilderness The purpose of the analysis is

to establish the trend and managnent needs to maintain or improve these areas
The plots surveyed in May indicated an uard trend with good vegetative diversity
and age class representation

Specific Managnent Activity

Special Uses 1iring 1986 two permitted outfitter guides accrued 15

service days of recreation use within the Ga.iuzo Wilderness The

purpose of these trips were to guide ClifntS on big gane hunts

Wlunteer Contributions Diring 1986 total of 198 man hours of vol
unteer work was performed The work involved clean up and rmnoval of

garbage fran the Piwers Garden Administrative site which is popular

overnight stopping place for many Wilderness users total of $2500
worth of work was performed
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Motorized and Mechanical EquiInent Use

Administrative none

Cxitside ency none

Search and Rescue none

Range airing 1986 10000 gallon water tank was placed within the

Galiuro Wilderness in Cienega Canyon as part of an approved Management

Plan for the YLE Grazing Allotment The purpose of placing this

structure in this area was to improve distribution of livestock and

wildlife thereby enhancing wilderness values

Fire Natural fires occurring within within the Galiuro Wilderness are

managed according to prescribed Natural Fire Plan when they occur

within prescribed conditions The Sixteento-One Fire was lightening

fire which occurred on May 1986 and was managed according to the

guidelines established in this plan The fire burned total of 2355
acres of which 2232 acres burned within the wilderness The cost to

monitor this fire was $1000 In 1958 fire occurred in the sane area

and burned approximately the sane niunber of acres hever suppression

costs for this fire were over $40000

The Biscuit Fire occurred on June 17 1986 and was managed under the

confine strategies of the Revised Fire Policy The fire burned 2600
acres of which 489 acres were within the Galiuro Wilderness tal cost

to monitor the confined fire was $3500 Attached are the daily nar
rat ives for the Sixteento-One Fire and fire reports for the two

described fires

Recreation Recreation use has increased within the Galiuro Wilderness

Recreation use for 1986 was 9300 RVDs an increase of 18% above 1985

The higher use is due to an increase of wilderness acres and awareness of

this areas attraction

Trespass Action

Trail Number 96 is an old mining road that provides access to the north end

of the Galiuro Wilderness portion of this road is within the wilderness as

result of boundary changes made by the Arizona Wilderness Act of 1984 The

district placed barrier and sign at ers Hill to prevent motorized intrusion

into the wilderness

In May of 1986 the district received information that large group riding

ATVS planned to enter the north end of the Galiuro Wilderness via Pcers Hill

Surveillance of this area was conducted on two weekends incluling Memorial Day

Weekend large groups were encountered hcwever the district did apprehend

and cite one individual for driving an ATV into the wilderness The district

plans to remove portion of the road on ers Hill to prevent further motorized

intrusions frtn this point

Special Management Concerns and Actions

The district currently has 103000 acres in the wilderness system There is

good possibility that all of the Mt Graham WSA will be added to the system in

the near future This means that approximately 40% of the district will be in the



wilderness In order to properly manage this important resource viable budget
needs to be developed and funded

The ers Garden dininistrative Site is an integral part of the Ca.iuro

Wilderness The site is located in Rattlesnake Canyon on the north end of the

wilderness The site provides shelter for Forest Service employees performing
administrative duties the range permittees and wilderness users The site also

has historical value because of sane of the structures in place In the early
1900s the ers family built barn which is still in use today The barn is in

need of rehabilitation An action plan is being developed that will address need

and scope of rehabilitation with wilderness and historical values as primary
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