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INTRODUCTION

Current research by the Navajo Nation is documenting Navajo occupa-
" tion of the Grand Canyon region that predates the Fort Sumner era of
' 1864~1868. The study is part of the background research for an environ-
mental impact statement for modified operations at the Glen Canyon
Dam, near Page, Arizona. The Glen Canyon Environmental Studies—
" Navajo Cultural Resources Project (GCES-NCRP) encompasses the
" Colorado River corridor between Lake Powell and Lake Mead, a total dis-
tance of 22.5 river miles (360 km) (Figure 9.1).

The ongoing project includes three primary elements: reviewing popu-
lar and scholarly literature, interviewing knowledgeable Navajo residents
of the Grand Canyon area about places in and around the Grand Canyon,
and revisiting potential Navajo archaeological sites recorded by the
National Park Service in the Grand Canyon. The combination of archaeo-
logical and ethnohistorical data collected from these sources provides a ba-
sis for reconsidering early Navajo history in and around the Grand Canyon.

THE LITERATURE

Except for a cryptic reference to Navajo migration into the Grand Canyon
from Canada about A.D. 1500 (Belknap and Evans 1969:71), most popu-
lar interpretations of Navajo history in the Grand Canyon region suggest
that Navajos arrived only very recently, in the 1850s or 1860s (e.g., J. D.
Hughes 1978:29; Martin 1989:81; Rusho and Crampton 1992:7).
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