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FIGURE 1.1. Map of areas and sites discussed in the text.
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Gunnerson 1971; C. E Schaafsma 1981, this volume). The other school
(Brugge 1983; Hall 1944; Haskell 1987; Huscher and Huscher 1942;
Perry 1991) advocates a pre-1500 arrival by way of the mountains and
valleys of Colorado. Although only Schaafsma addresses this issue di-
rectly, three other papers in this volume (Fetterman, Brown, Reed and
Reed) have serious implications for both models.

The second major issue in Navajo archaeology has been the migra-
tion of the Navajo out of their Dinétah homeland and expansion through-
out large portions of Arizona and New Mexico. Several papers in this vol-
ume discuss data from the Dinétah, but the area is not defined in the same
way by all researchers, even those represented here. In the past, Dinétah
has been viewed as a very restricted locale centered in the Largo and
Gobernador drainages of northwestern New Mexico and bounded on the
north by the Navajo Reservoir (Powers and Johnson 1987; Schroeder
1963:6). At the 1995 Navajo Studies Conference in Farmington, New
Mexico, however, a panel of four traditional Navajos and three preemi-
nent archaeologists generated seven different interpretations of Dinétah.
Geographic definitions ranged from an area within a thirty-mile radius of
Gobernador Knob to all lands between the four sacred mountains, an
area that extends to the San Francisco Peaks in Arizona. Nongeographic
definitions included anywhere with the co-occurrence of Gobernador
Polychrome ceramics and pueblitos and Dinétah as “wherever a Navajo
feels at home.” Although the definitions used in the volume are not all the
same, all include the area east of Farmington, New Mexico, north of
Cuba, New Mexico, west of the Continental Divide, and south of the
Colorado-New Mexico border.

Traditionally, the emigration from Dinétah has been viewed as a post-
1750 phenomenon caused by increased Ute raiding, drought, or both
(Powers and Johnson 1987:5). Historical documents (Reeve 1959, 1960)
and archaeological remains (Brugge 1972a; Keur 1941) confirm Navajo
movements to the south in the mid-1700s, but little evidence of either
kind exists for vast areas of northern Arizona and southern Utah. The
Dominguez and Escalante Expedition of 1776 is the best historical source
for this area, but the Spanish priests traveled north of most of the area
presumably occupied by Navajos. This is one geographic area where ar-
chaeological remains can provide the best evidence of Navajo immigra-
tion. Three papers in this volume (Towner, Gilpin, and Begay and
Roberts) address this issue and provide important new data that, if ac-
cepted, will require reinterpretations of much of Navajo history.
Adaptation is another major theme in Navajo archaeology. Specifi-
cally, archaeologists have been interested in documenting various changes
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