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Washington 25, D.C. .
Poone

dr. James D. Crawford, Superintendent . YRR
Hopi Agency - JUN 21 1048

Dear dr. Cranford:

PR s
Thls Will refer to your Lstter of April 30, 1948 concerning the
problems: that attend the graating of oil leasing privileges on the Ropi
4 Exacutive Order Reservation. . It appears that you have not seen Mr, .
Yclicklets lutter of November. 5 + 2947 which replied to former Supsrin-
tendent Laddis letter of July 9, 1947.. L i

-Superintendent Ladd in his letter of July ¢ states, "The prejudide
and apposition to a tribal council are still very strong. As you know,,
we have had no council for several Jears and there is still strong oppos—
ition to the election-of one." In another paragraph of the same lstter, :
Superintendent Ladd wrote, "I believs, however, that most Hopis in a - !
majority of the villages would liks to have their lands leased in order )
to provide an income and that they are in favor of using the tribal fund :
for. general welfars and commnity improvementa." o

. ' The dilemma hers is 8 proper way to obtain tridal consent for a_
proposal which & asjority of the people appear to favor, )

In accordance with the provisions of the Hopl Constitution, a tribal -
councll is the only mechanism for a legal expression of the will of the
fiopd people. A trival council elected pursuant {0 this Constitution -
would lagally be endowed wlth all of the authorities contained therein.
But, one of the rsasons for the strong opgosition of the Hopis, today,
to a tribal ‘council is the broad anthorities granted the council by the
Constitution which they approved on Decembsr 19, 1936. -

I do not believe, however, that a tribal council elescbed for the i
primary purpose of considering certain well known and pressing tribal ;
problems would break faith with the Hopl people by considering other i
matters affecting their interest and welfars, There are several major i
problems which need attention at once in the interest of the Hopi people
bak which can be acted ugen only by 2 tribal council in aceordance with . \
the Constitution. Without a council the Hopi people are thus deprived o

-of the neans of gecuring that assistance which is needed to carry out H
the wishes of the people. A1l the while the problems become more diffi- ;
cult zo0 that the impasse which has now ‘developed may result in a loss or

" neglect of very valuable tribal assets and opportunities.
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Three necessfsry major actions, which can on.y b9 taken through a
tribal council, are:

1. Amendmects to the Constitution.

2. Tae selzction of a lawyer or lawysrs to presare and present the
Eopd claias to the Indian {lalas lommission, .

3. The aunthori ty to lsase land for oil develorment purnoses.

It may not ba tinely to discuss all of thass matisrs with ths Pon szooles,
_ in connazciion With tse slection of a tribal council. Tou, on the groumd, acs
"in’'a betier position than I to judg- IZ you believe thab now is the proper
time to discuass yith ths Hopls ament Gmenta to their constitution to overcome
: certain objscticna ta the powers possessed by the tribal couneil, they should
be well formulated and widely undarstood befors the first xmeeting of a newly -
elected tribal council is held.. Of course, it should be remembered that ths
mitiation of amendmanba is the ccnxmntional prinlegs of the tribal council.

'Iba aapanxtaent o£ a ’c*:l}:al st.tarne-r is aa*-t.:mula*-ly i:npo*tazxt. Time is
rnnn:.ng out. Three years remain during which the fopis must prepare and prew
“ sent their claims, under the provisions of the Indlen Clains Commizsion 4ct-

. of August 13 » 1946, Indlan claims are gensrally very involved and raguirs
'intaaad.n study and research befors presentation. It ia therefore of parazount
" ‘importance that the Hopis act to recommend a- tribal attorney fox the approval
.of the Sacretary of the Interior. The only way this can be dons is through a
tribal eo\mcil. alsctod pursnant ta t.he prov-j.sions of the Hopi Constitution.

. 'l'ha Hoo:. oeoole snonld elact a tribal council for the consi derah on- of
oil laases.  If, howsver, becauss of internal political considerations they
- should refrain f£rom the slaction of a tribal council, the only recourse would
appear to be to recommend legislation to the Congress authorizing the Secretary

'. ;-.of the Interior to negotiate oil leases in behal? of the majerity of Hopis who

\ want ta lease the tribal land for this purpose. It is contrary to ‘the national
‘interest and to the interssts of the majority of the Hopi people that these .
resources, if they exist, be locked up particularly when the majordty of the :
people want to see them utilized. We want, however, to avoid if ab all possi- :
. ble the presentation of such.legislation since it would have the effe~t of
overriding the Hopi Constitukion,

I believs the Hopia will elect a tribal council if they fully undershand
tha.t a gownocil is the only legal device they have given themselves for taking
action on those thinzs which they have expressly reserved to the tridal council
-by the provisions of their Constitution.

"L susgeat that yon stuciy' the opinisn of the Solicitor dated Juns 11, 1946
. entitled, "OUwnership of the mineral estats in the Hopl Zxecutive Order Reserva- ‘
tinn“ that you may be preparsd to discuss its implications with the Hcpi peopla. i

I shall aporeciabe being ken‘h informed of the progress you are naking in

"the:slection of a council. . -—,

.Sincarsly yours, o i

, {Sgd) Witiiamy Zimmermar, 3% i

ERF:IL Acting Commissioner ‘
CC~Fhoenix Dist. O0ffice . .
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