Johnson, Rev. Caleb (as Spokesman for Traditional leaders), 1-19-1974, The Basic
. Position of the Hopi Traditional Chiefs on H.R. 10337 and S. 2424. Oraibi.

HP017863




. ‘TL<5 Cones Cjo%é%&“%u ke?kewuvhn7 FﬁL Corirect tho;
- o & bonat pos e, Tk M(ams He Condibians For allowiny

0s o %éVWMQ“A o on: &4' M
® Neveyoe Office of the H{uuhtc LL’U‘:MM

REV. CALEB H. JOHNSON

Oraibi, Arizona 86039

TO: Whom It May Concern: 19 January 197%

Subjects "2eubasic position of the Hopi Traditional Chiefs on H,R, 10337 and S,
242

Introduction:

These two bills differ in the followings First, H.R. 10337 provides for the United
States District Court in Arizona to divide the joint-use area within the 1382 Exacutive
Hopi Indlan Reservation, between the Hopi and Navajo Indian people based on several
guldelines, One additional guideline in (g) is added. Second, H.R. 10337 provides

for compensation to those Indians who will nove. This is nentioned in Saction 12;
$15,000,00 and $20,000.00 depending on the nunber in the fanily, The Goldwater bill,

S. 2424 leaves this out. Third, the Goldwater bill, S, 2424 provides that the Secretary
of the Interior will divide the joint-use area between the Hopi and Navajo Irndian Tribes,

Basic Position of the Hopi Traditional Chiefs:

. 1, We will not accept these solutions to the Hopl land problem. Our position is that
we shall not delineate any boundary around what we consider the Hopi Traditional lard
area, Weo have never entered into a treaty with the United States Govermnent and thus
we have full rights to our whole Traditional land area, In fact, we belleve that the
United States Government has on record, exactly what our Traditional land area is,
Therefore, 1f we should accept this solution proposed in H.R. 10337 or S. 2424, the
United States Government will bring this docunent out and say to uss " You could have
had this whole land area but you gave it up.” Again, if we should accept these bills,
and they are enacted by the United States Congress, we, the iopl people, would, in
effect, have entered into a treaty with the United States Government, Thus, we would
loose forever any claim to any land beyond what the United States District Court in
Arizona may give to us, We are not willing to agres to any such thing.

2, Ve unanimously reject these bills becauss they do not do justice to our cause, The
Navajo Indian Tribe did enter into a treaty with the lUnited States Government on
1 June 1868, Yet, the Government permitted them to nove into our Traditional land area
and then into an area set aside by President Arthur in 1832 for us. It is absolutely
clear from many historical documents and from our traditions that we, the iHorl people,
were at war with the Navajo pzople prior to 1€32 and it would make absolutely no sense
for the President of the United States to place two enemies within one land areca.
Therefore, a great injustice will be nmade acain by tha United States Governzaent if
Congress should let ths Navajo poopnle get away with this sinply because the Bureau
of Indian Affairs was afraid in 1882 and after, to keep the Navajo peonle out of
ithe 1882 Hopi Indian land area. Instead, we petition the Coneress to correct this
grave injustice by giving to the Hopl people, all the land area within the 1832

. Executive Order Hopi reservation. This graclous act of Congress will nake things
right and do justice to the cause of the Hopi people., If the MNavajo people Within

""HOLDING FAST THE FAITHFUL WORD"”
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832 Executive Order Hopl reservation desirs to remain there, thls would bo fin>
us oxcept that they must be under the jurisdiction of the Hopl people and in
». if they so desire, bscome a part of the Hopl pzople. If these liavajo pzoplo

n the 1882 Executive Order Hopi reservation do not wish to do this, then they
should be moved out at no expense to the United States Governnent becauss the lNavajo
people share the blame of the United States Government, by noving into a land area
clearly established by the President of the United States, for the Hopl people. Oa
the other hand, Af the United States Government wish to compensate these Navajo
people, that is up to the Governnent to do.

3, We shall continue to press for recognition of our Hopi Traditional land area which
is beyond the 1882 Executive Order Hopl reservation, We propose that Congress grant

us a simple form of recognition. We will not disturb the tranquility of those people
who now live thers, nor create any disturbance. In fact, it is our desire that they
live there in peace and harmony with all people and with our mother earth, We only

ask that this land area be recognized as being the Traditional L=nd Area of ths Hopi
People., Such a simple Aot of Congress will enable us to fresly visit our sacred
religious shrines within the Hopl Traditional land area, We will ba able to freely
visit our Bagle Hunting Grounds and pray in the sacred mountains of Flagstaff, Arizona.
Ve will be able to freely visit the salt mines within the area,

4, We will not accept the solution proposed in these bills which will carve out a
small area for the Moencopi Hopi people from the 1934 Act of the United States
Congress, If we accept this proposal in these bills, it will ternminats any Hopl
clain for any additional land outside of this proposed area as described in thess
two bills, Our traditions state that the Moencopl Hopi people live well within
. our Hopi Traditional Land Area, In any event, the Moencopi iHopl people have a basic
right to more, much more land, than what is proposed in these bills, As we have
sald, the Navajo Indian people, have entered already into a treaty with the United
States Government on 1 June 1868 wherein they have said undsr Article 13 and we
quotes
"The Tribe herein named, by their raspresentatives, parties to this
treaty, agree to make the reservation herein described thelr permansnt hons,

and they will not as a trite make any permanent settlement elsswhere.”

This is a sacred agreement entered into by the Government of the United States

and the Navajo people and yet, Congress im 1934 granted thea a land area within
our Hopi Traditional Land Area, This was a great injustice to the Hopl people

and now, Congress has the opportunity to correct this,

Conclusions: §

In conclusion, it is our unanimous opinion, made in council, that we, ths Hopi
Traditional Chiefs and religious leaders, will bs making a very bad mistake iI we
accept these two bills now proposed in Congress, )

Instecad, we propose that Congress reject these two bills and then grant ths Hopi

peoplo all of the land within the 1882 Executive Hopl ressrvation. We propose

that Congress grant a simple recognition of the Hopl Traditional Land Area and grant

a much greater land area to the Moencopl Hopl people in agreement with us, the

leaders of the Hopl peopls. Thess proposals seem reasonable to us, 2 psoble wno
. have lived within this Country for generations and generatlons and possibly tefore

the tire of Christ.

HP017865





