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Hold Fastrto Ancient Tradi o
HOPT LEADERS ASK CIIACE TO EXPLATN STAND

Yotevilla -- Troditional leaders and family heads of this Hopi Tndian
village<120 miles northeast. of Flagstaff, in 3 1etter to Secretary. of the

“Interior Douglas McKay, protested that they have mever had 2 proper chance
“to express their viewe . Indian Buread plans and’ policies.

. "We speak not only for the people of Hotevilla, put for 211 other Hopi -
yi1lages,® ‘he letter said. ngspecially do we gpeak for the graditionally
established villagss who have to this day never been given opportunity to
explain ovr stand on many matters vital to us."

The jetter was signed by more then 120 adult residents of the 1ittle
Indian villagc.

+Te genoral fceling at a2 rccent large meeting repmsen‘tativcs of most
of the Hopi villages is that most of the confusion, misundr:rstandings 5
divisions and uneasincss among our pcople are girect result of the work of

~the so-ég'_é\lled Hopi Tribal Council," the 1etter says.

) ”'l'rﬂma)ont of the graditionally established villages ‘have never
recogrﬂ,_;’__'z‘ea,,:gr accepted this oggncil to be the repre sontatives of “the Hopi
tribe because of our own rcligious belicfs and traditions which wc arc

" sti]lfollom.ng. i

fQur re:c'ognized traditional headugn have never given this so—cal}ed
Hopi Tribal Council authordty vo speak for them for they ‘¥xnov they are only

vorking fer the Indian Bureau because most of ‘them are on government jobs.

~ Tt is known ract. that the Superintendent at Keams Canyon Agency 18 doing ~ 7

a1l he can to keep this so-called Hopi Tribal Council going DY appeinting

who 1s to-be a governor ab certain village without the consent of the
people. ' '

Lack Knowledge
wThis so-called Hopi Tribal Coancil is somposed of young men who have
1ittle or no inowiedge of our ancient religion and fradition. Because of
this “they bave become SO .disrespectful of our graditional 1eaders and our ’
religion that whinever any on:‘:,disagreeslwit“n them #n any jmoortant issue

the person is _:imnediately»subjecte,d‘to a disgraccful character assassination.
ry they would walk out on A meeting where the traditional leaders happened to

be holding a meeting. Yor thes past year ‘or two they have Leen invited 1o at

least four meetings of ithe traditional jeaders bub each time they refused to
attend. -On Jarmary 17 and 18, 1953 again they Were given 2 ~u11 week's notice
of the meeting where they were expected Lo exnlain SOME of their work vut they .
again failed to comZ. ¥ : -

none of the most serious yroubles ‘they browght upen US when they hire 2

lawyer from salt Lake City, without our. knowledge nor conscnt. Before we know .
arxythi;}g-_about'it Joan S. Boyden,: an-attorney, whom thcy havc hired, came upon
our villages with written contracts expecting us, 4o sign it overnight. Scme.
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signed with the strong pressare from the Hopi government empldyces and others.
The peoplc had no chance to study the ceomtracts freely.

MWhen Borden came to each village with his contracts the following
“yillaces rejacted ham and refused to sizn his contracts: Lower Moencopi,
Hotevilla, Oraibi, Shungopev:” and Mishongnovi. Ctaer villages that signed
the soniracts ¢id nmot heve mvch chance to studv it and because of tie ieat
pressure a few people got together signed then. Pronices of gas and nil
developments, the land that he will get for the Hopi. people and later on the
moner he will get for the tribe are great inducement for the younaicr people
ard ther fall for it and signed his contracts.

No Politics Wanted
"Acain without cur consent ner knowlcdge the so-called Yori Tribal |
Council runs doun to Phoenix, and inveolved thomsclves with the Inte r-Tribal
Council which is being rromoted by the of ficizls in the state capitol. Tals
is also acainst our wishes and we will not want to involve ourselves with
Arizona pciibics.

e Lave protosted against such practices by tac sn-called Hopi Tribal
Courcil time and time again but because the indian Duizav 1is Hehind them even
though tho Ccrmissicner of Indian Allairs have nevel ofTicially racognized

ori, thow have bocome abusive, arrcoant, and spiteial. Under them there is
no “reedon of sneach, thev woiri to do a1l the taiking an? Do one is supposad
to disagrce with them on any” subject. low ther have 1cd us to more trouble
and if those wrorg doings are nob corrected immediatclr, great harm will be
done to cur neopla. Surelr vou will rot want this tc cont nus and get the
blame fer 1t. For surely sonecre is going to be heid resnconsible for this
mistele. The United Statss government has teaen mipon himswl T to be a
guardian and pretector of a1l Indian life and property ard land and it has
trusted you with great responsibility to carry cub tais duty. We expe ct vou
to Go justice to us by correcting same of these wronis.

nour ancien® religion and tradition and our sacrcd stone tablets, all of
which we still have with us, plainly tells us the cov1se ve LS Hopis riust
taie at this phase of our livez. It has been “ersiold thas mhres grent wars
will take pldce, a struggle over land will ccie, whibe nan will try 1o change
us to live lire him as hunen pecple living urdor th: pimnh o7 oife of our fireat
Spirit, Massaw:, we have been instructed ncver to give mD our Jand, nover Lo
sell it, and must not accept the white man's way ci Life. For it is ¢ur
belief thet if we do sbandon our way of 1ife, religior and tradition and
subjected ourselves o white man's way of 1.0z, wr sizl: lncse our land, way
of liic and religicn and great destruction wiil cecme U2 i

P

011 US .
Yajtin~ for Irother :
"MWe have found that white man's forged ~is God no also will be punisned.
The Hopis also awaits for his true brothcr, a white brotier. s will come in
great power to this land 22 will punish all {ese wWio have done wrong to the
first peorlc on this land, 7o, have stolon his land and wio nave mistreated
him. Jie will oring with him a sacred stonc tablal by weich tho Hepi will
recognize nim as his trve vhite brother. This is our rirm belief and we will
not depart frc- it. We will continue to wait for our true brcther. We are
not afraid for we hszve never stolen any 1and frca anybody, we have not killed
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t, we: have not try to force our

18 on thisfand. Gréat:Spirit has created us as Hopis, he has
created white men, Chinese, &t --and he ‘has laid out a pian of life for each
of us to follow, He has not -tell us,_t'{)".try to change anyone, If we do we
were warned a great punishment will be owr reward.

: o " Oppose Foreign Wars .

"Because of these ancient beliefs in our hearts we look with grave
concern upon United States drafiing of our younz men to Tight in foreign
s0ils. . It wiil do us no good to be fighting people in other lands. Our
religion has warned us-:ageinst such acts. We will orly bring greater punish-
Mens. upon . oursclves. . Wo heve sent our protest to the cificials in Washing ton
againstedrafting of cur bovs but'they continue to be drefted. The bams will
have to be upon the goverrment of the United States because our boys are
being drafted without our consent.,

5

"For ovef a 10C0 years we have lived withent set rules or written laws,
without jails, policemen and taxes; we will contirue to follow onr oW way
of 1life which we can understand and which we know is good for us agd for all
peorle. As religious leaders we pray for continuous life for ail pecople,
that there be zhuindance of rain ard food for: all, and that we will rot bring
total destiuctior upon ourselrs, Wnile there is yet time let us clean our
house befere our true brother comes so that we nay stand before him with clean
hands and hearts.n

v We..elcome all people. to live their =

£
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