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Introduction

The Show Low Creek Watershed Enhancement Partnership (hereafter called the “Partnership”) is composed of all watershed stakeholders. It shall facilitate and implement sound watershed resource management and conservation strategies within the Show Low Creek Watershed.  Given that the Show Creek Watershed is integral to the Little Colorado River Watershed, the Partnership has affiliated with the LCR Watershed Coordinating Council. Specific details of individual activities and projects will be detailed in separate agreements and project plans as appropriate.   

Our Vision

The Partnership envisions a healthy and diverse watershed. The result will be a watershed capable of providing viable economic, social, educational, cultural, and environmental benefits for current and future generations.  

Our Mission
The Partnership mission is to be a collaborative, proactive watershed organization committed to: 
1) Enhancing and protecting the quality and quantity of water in area springs, creeks, streams, rivers, wetlands, ponds, reservoirs and lakes through best management and conservation practices; 
2) Promoting appropriate, cost effective, and sustainable agricultural, recreation, economic, and financial security for current and future generations; 
3) Advancing education of wise and sustainable watershed and land best management practices, encouraging responsible stewardship.

4) Fostering communication and collaboration among stakeholders across the watershed and with the LCR-WCC;
5) Protecting, preserving, enhancing, and restoring ecological health and diversity, wildlife habitats and wildlife and fisheries resources, natural features, scenic beauty, prehistoric and historic natural and cultural resources through partnering with local, state, and federal agencies, communities, organizations and other stakeholders.
Guiding Principles
Basic principles to which the Partnership is committed in our continuous pursuit of a healthy watershed:
1. Local communities, governmental agencies, private enterprise, and the public work together to support and implement the watershed vision.

2. The watershed is managed as a model of the interdependency of all resources and acknowledges the statutory rights of affected agencies and residents.
3. Proven land management and resource use practices are emphasized to ensure natural and cultural resources protection, resident quality of life, and quality of visitor experience.

4. Education is a foundation for future watershed protection and stewardship.

5. People are responsible stewards of the watershed.
Strategic Focus Areas
The following strategic factors will drive the Partnership’s priority and goal setting:
· Comprehensive strategic planning as well as short-term, site specific planning 

· Update and maintenance of an accurate water resource inventory and water budget.
· Wise and Sustainable Use of Water Resources

· Water Quality Maintenance and Enhancement

· Sustainable Agricultural Practices 
· Point and Non-Point Pollution Processes and Management

· Terrestrial and Aquatic Wildlife Habitat Management and Improvement

· Invasive Species Prevention, Management and Eradication

· Sustainable Recreation and Tourism Opportunities Enhancement

· Ecosystem Preservation and Restoration.
· Infrastructure (public sewer and water, wastewater treatment, etc.) 
· Stormwater Runoff (including impervious surfaces and roadside ditches) 
· Water Quality Standards and Regulations, and monitoring compliance thereof
· Watershed Education/ Outreach

Goals

· Develop and implement a  watershed management plan 
· Maintain and/or improve water quality and quantity 
· Promote sustainable economic growth of our agricultural and other natural resource industries

· Promote diverse, stable and productive fish and wildlife habitats.

· Promote protection for sensitive, threatened, and endangered native species 

· Support initiatives to enhance rangeland and forest health.
· Support the LCR-WCC goals and programs
· Enhance the quality of life and economic viability within the Watershed.

· Reduce risk and economic impacts from floods and other natural disasters within the Watershed.

· Enhance sustainable tourism and recreational opportunities for residents and visitors.
· Increase opportunities for conservation and multiple-use of existing water resources 
· Enhance networking, communication, technology transfer, and sharing of watershed related information among individuals, agencies, organizations, and other stakeholders.

· Broaden elected official’s and citizen’s knowledge and encourage their active participation in solving watershed issues.
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