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In January MTC adjusted our Arizona watershed long-
term drought map scale to match the National
Drought Monitor scale.

Drought Category Old Percentile New Percentile
DO & Abnormally Dry 260 - 400 21st - 30
D1 d Moderate drought 16M - 25h 11t ¢ 200

D2 - Severe drought 6th 6 150 6h ¢ 100
D3 - Extreme Drought < 5 2 (25 (50
D4 - Exceptional Drought  N.A. < 2nd




Precipitation Comparison Colorado River Basin
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National Drought Monitor Comparison (Short-Term)

May 3, 2011

Mar 3, 2011

May 4, 2010




Long Term Drought Status Comparison

April 2010

January 2011
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Watershed Drought Level ﬂ? Counties
(3 Normal &5 Lakes

5 Abnormally Dry ~A~ Rivers
Drought - Moderate . CAP Aqueduct
@8 Orought- Severe
“ Drought - Extreme

* Watershed merged due to mited dta.

April 2010 Long Term
Drought Status

Data Through March 31st, 2010

Merged Watersned”  Arizona Drought Preparedness Plan
Monitoring Technical Committee
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Cﬁ No Drought
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Cﬁ Drought - Moderate
“ Drought - Severe
“ Drought - Extreme
“ Drought - Exceptional

January 2011 Long Term
Drought Status

Data Through December 31st, 2010
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*\atershed merged due to limited data.
** s of January 2011, drought categories have been adjusted to be consistent with the LS. Drought Manitor.
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Precipitation
e Jan 1, 2011 Since Oct 1, 2010
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for Past 18 Years

(Apr-Mar) Median 13.87"
6 of last 18 years > median

(Apr-Mar) Median 11.73"
7 of last 18 years > median

Upper Gila Watershed 12-month Precipitation

Little Colorado Watershed 12-month Precipitation
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-month Precipitation
Mar) Median 15.50"

(Apr
5 of last 18 years > median

(Apr-Mar) Median 15.77"
7 of last 18 years > median

Salt Watershed 12

Santa Cruz Watershed 12-month Precipitation
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Arizona State Climate Office
Arizona State University

480-965-0580
selover@asu.edu

http://azclimate.asu.edu



2011 OUTLOOK

Gary Woodall
NOAA/NatlonaI Weather Service

| Phoenix, AZ
www.weather.gov/phoenix



Wi ter/Spring Summary

La Nina wintel F’w W [ ] Tt
Slightly cooler than = - . [ w7
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Aggravating , . '_

drought conditions i}

in SE AZ

- Overall reservoirs
are OK

= =

Precipitation (% of normal) since January 2011



SeaSurface Temperature Anomalies

Focus on tropical Pacific
Weakening cool anomalies = end of La Nina
Overall conditions “near neutral”



Bong- Range Computer Guidance

Forecast Average:
“Near Neutral”

Winter’s La
Nina
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demp Outlook - JJA 2011
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Precip Outlook - JJA 2011
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