August 211

August was relatively wet in
the southeastern part of
the state as well as the
northeast plateau. South-
ern Navajo county and cen-
tral Graham and Greenlee
counties improved from
severe drought to moderate
drought. Cochise County
improved from moderate
drought to abnormally dry,
with only the northeast cor-
ner remaining in moderate
drought.
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Drought Conaitions (Percent Area)

Mone | DO-D4 | D1-D4 E‘E-E‘J D4

Current 704 | 8206|7079 647 | 0.00 | 0.00

Last Week

2252015 704 | 9206|7074 547 | 000 | 0.00

3IMonths Ago | 4 oy

822015 9286 | 80.21 | 29.26 | 0.00 | 0.00

Start of
Calendar Year | 0.00 (100.00(83.06 | 3534 | 384 | 0.00
12802014

Start of
‘Water Year 000 [10000)| 8458 [ 3792 | 3768 | 0.00
9302019

One YearAgo | o0 |100.00( 9074 | 5560 | 671 | 000
22014

Intensity:
DO Asnomnally Dry - D3 Extreme Diought

D1 Moderate Drought I 04 E xceptionl Drousht

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condlions
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast staterments
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These improvements are significant as the southern counties depend on monsoonal
rainfall since few winter storms reach to Arizona’s southern border. With the current
strengthening of the El Nifio pattern, there may be continued improvement across
southern Arizona through the fall and winter. Strong El Ninos tend to bring wetter
than normal conditions through the winter to the southern tier of the United States.
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