Meeting Schedule

The concept paper must be finalized by October 2005 and will be used as a base for development of the proposed well rules.  We should meet more often that once a month, however, every two weeks might be difficult on everyone’s schedules.  The meetings could be held every third Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. at DWR on the following dates:
November 16, 2004


April 20, 2005


September 14, 2005

December 9, 2004 (1:00 p.m.) 
May 11, 2005


October 5, 2005

January 5, 2005


June 1, 2005


October 26, 2005

January 26, 2005


June 22, 2005


 

February 16, 2005


July 13, 2005

March 9, 2005



August 3, 2005



March 30, 2005


August 24, 2005


Ground Rules Governing the Stakeholder’s Group

1. This process is open to anyone for comment and participation.

2. Any issue is open for discussion. 

3. The Department will notify representatives of all water use sectors and other potentially affected parties of the stakeholders process and invite them to participate in the process.  If certain water use sectors or affected parties are not adequately represented, the Department may attempt to present their interests.

4. The stakeholders group will operate by consensus.

5. The concept paper will be a product of the stakeholders group.

6. Agendas and proposals will be distributed in advance of meetings and deadlines must be set.

7. Issues should be justified and have supporting documentation.

8. Subcommittees may be formed as needed.

9. An outside facilitator may be used if needed.

Principles Governing the Development of the Well Rules

1. The well rules will be focused on the following statutory requirements: 

A.R.S. § 45-597 (A) states that “[a] person entitled to withdraw groundwater in an active management area (AMA) or a person entitled to recover stored water pursuant to section 45-834.01 may deepen an existing well or construct a replacement well at approximately the same location.  The director shall by rule define what constitutes a replacement well, including the distance from the original well site that is deemed to be the same location for a replacement well.”

A.R.S. § 45-598 (A) states that “[t]he director shall adopt rules governing the location of new wells and replacement wells in new locations in active management areas to prevent unreasonably increasing damage to surrounding land or other water users from the concentration of wells.”

A.R.S. § 45-603 states that “[i]n developing rules and regulations under this article, the director shall consider, among other things, water quality, cones of depression and land subsidence.”

2. The well rules are intended to limit the impacts of wells on surrounding land and other water users.  They are not a tool for reducing groundwater withdrawals to achieve the management goal of the Active Management Areas.

3. The well rules should be based on sound science and professional judgment and their implementation should be as straightforward and simple as possible for both applicants and the Department. 

4. The well rules package will reflect issues contained in the concept paper and will not include issues not described in the concept paper.

