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Monthly Agency Accomplishments Report MAY/JUNE 2010
GRANTS AND FUNDING

On May 26th, 3rd and 4th grade teachers and students from Primavera School in Prescott gave a presentation to the Upper Verde River Watershed Protection Coalition on their grant-funded, school-based rainwater harvesting project and vegetable garden.  The grant program is managed by Department staff and is part of a regional conservation project conducted in partnership with AMA communities, Yavapai County, SRP and Arizona Project WET. 

ADWR began the month of May with several budget reduction and space consolidation efforts. ADWR closed all AMA offices in Tucson, Casa Grande, Nogales and Prescott; and leased space at the 1520 W. Adams facility. ADWR also moved from the 4th floor of the Meridian office building to the 2nd and 3rd floors. Reorganization of certain activities has taken place and new work plans are in development. New ways of contacting ADWR became effective on Monday, May 3rd, with a telephone call tree instead of a receptionist, and new contact information is available on the agency’s website.

PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

On May 7th, the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability met. The Panel received updates on the status of the five working groups & discussed the Interim Report that is due in June. The purpose of the Panel is to identify and find solutions to overcome obstacles to increase water sustainability. Of particular interest will be suggestions and concerns of cities, towns, and other Arizona stakeholders involved in implementing new strategies to advance water recycling and conservation efforts. The next meeting is scheduled for July 7th.

Also in May several of the working groups met to discuss sustainability issues more specifically. The Conservation/Recycling/Efficiency/Energy Nexus Working Group of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability met twice during the month of May. The topic of the meetings was Municipal Conservation. The meetings included presentations on Municipal Conservation from Bradley Hill, City of Flagstaff, Mike Town of Payson, John Munderloh, Town of Prescott Valley, Ruth Greenhouse, ADWR, Fernando Molina, City of Nogales, and Steve Rossi, City of Phoenix. There was also discussion on: 1) What is currently being done in Arizona today? 2) What ideas could be used from other sources such as other states? 3) What needs to be accomplished?  What needs to be changed? 4) How do existing regulations, policies and strategies work today to either facilitate or inhibit achieving desired objectives? 5) What regulations, policies, and/or strategies could be proposed to achieve the desired objectives? The next meeting is scheduled for June 10th. The goal of this work group is to make recommendations regarding statutes, rules, policies, and strategies for increasing water conservation in the agricultural, industrial, and municipal sectors; increasing the recycling of water that is not considered reclaimed water; and reducing the water cost of energy and the energy cost of water. The next meeting is scheduled for June 17th. 

On May 21st, the Public Perceptions and Acceptance Working Group of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability met. Agenda items included presentations on Public Perception Issues with Reclaimed Water, Linda MacPherson, CH2M Hill and Use of Recycled Water and Community Outreach, Graham Symmonds, Global Water. The goal of this work group is to make recommendations for enhancing public acceptance of the use of reclaimed and recycled waters through public education, outreach, and other strategies. The next meeting is scheduled for June 24th. 
On May 24th & 27th, Economic/Funding Working Group of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability met. The meetings included presentations on potential funding sources from Carol Erwin of the US Bureau of Reclamation, Alan Stephens, State Director for USDA Rural Development/Arizona, Steve Olea, Utilities Division Director for the Arizona Corporation Commission, and Shawn Dralle, Managing Director for RBC Capital Markets-Arizona, Bonnie O'Connor, Southwestern Utility Management, Inc., Pat Eisenberg, City of Tucson, Ed Curley and Evan Canfield, Pima County, Doug Toy, City of Chandler, and Bill Garfield, Arizona Water. The goal of this work group is to make recommendations on incentives, approaches to funding, and other mechanisms that will accelerate the reuse of reclaimed and recycled waters. 

On May 26th, there was a meeting of the Regulations and Permitting Working Group of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability.  The Group will received status reports from the Permitting, Water Quality, and Gray Water subcommittees. The goal of this work group is to identify regulatory impediments and make recommendations to streamline the reuse of reclaimed water. The next meeting is scheduled for June 8th. 
ADWR was busy throughout the month with Colorado River related issues. On May 24th ADWR’s Colorado River manager Perri Benemelis met with U.S. participants to the Bi-national negotiations regarding Colorado River shortage sharing and modified operations. The Bureau of Reclamation’s representatives provided information regarding preliminary results from new salinity modeling to assess compliance with Mexico Treaty provisions. The group also discussed emergency operations to respond to earthquake damage to infrastructure in the Mexicali Valley. On May 27th Ms. Benemelis met with the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Ad- Hoc group to further develop "desired future conditions" for consideration by the Federal Advisory Group.  

On May 25th, Director Guenther and ADWR staff joined the Seven Basin States Principals meeting in Las Vegas to discuss bi-national activities, status of the Colorado River Basin Study, pilot run of Yuma Desalting Plant, equalization and salt cedar control demonstration act assessment. The Seven Basin States principals also met with Reclamation Commissioner Connor and Assistant Secretary of the Interior Castle.

On May 26th and 27th, Director Guenther attended the Border Governors’ Binational Desalination Conference. The conference focused on the U.S.-Mexico border region needs to upgrade and enhance water infrastructure for projected populations and economic growth as well as environmental protection.

ACTIVE MANAGEMENT AREA ISSUES

On May 5th, ADWR staff held a pre-application meeting regarding the Avra Valley Recharge Underground Storage Facility (USF) Permit Conveyance. Meeting attendees included Tim Gorey from Central Arizona Project and Mike Block with Metro Water.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss what Central Arizona Water Conservation District and Metro Water Irrigation District are trying to accomplish through the this purchase agreement and how the USF permit conveyance and credit transfer from Metro’s LTSA will need to be coordinated to occur at the same time as the assignment of the State Land Right of Way by Arizona State Land Department.  

On May 12th, ADWR staff held a meeting to discuss the status of the Town of Prescott Valley’s Upper Agua Fria Recharge Project (UAFRP).  Attendees included John Munderloh and Kimberly Moon from the Town of Prescott Valley and Jeff Meyer from Montgomery & Associates.  The primary topics of this meeting included the importance of the UAFRP to the Town’s Designation of Assured Water Supply, the conceptual plan for operating the existing in-channel facility and planned North Plains facility, the proposed modeling approach and projected recharge rates, proposed monitoring points, the issue of recharged effluent potentially leaving the AMA, and the process and options for limiting recharge volumes in the existing in-channel facility.

On May 20th, ADWR staff held a meeting to discuss the renewal of the Salt River Project’s Granite Reef Underground Storage Project permit.  Attendees included Mark Freebury from Salt River Project and R. Doug Bartlett and S. W. Corell from Clear Creek Associates.  The primary topics of this meeting included future storage potential at the facility and the permitted storage volume; and the potential impact of the permitted storage volume on Designations of Assured Water Supply in the Phoenix Active Management Area.
On May 24th, Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, along with Manager Scott Miller, met with David Iwanski, Water Resources Manager for the City of Goodyear to discuss the Goodyear/Adaman Pumping Project and the City’s Designation of an Assured Water Supply application.

Also on May 24th, the Department submitted written comments to the Bureau of Land Management regarding the Sonoran Solar Energy Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Department is currently processing a General Industrial Use Permit application and four new associated wells for this concentrating solar power plant to be located in the Rainbow Valley area of the Phoenix AMA.
On May 27th, Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Manager Scott Miller hosted a meeting between ADWR staff and representatives from several cities located within the Phoenix AMA to continue discussion on the results of the groundwater modeling to determine physical availability for the Phoenix AMA re designation process.
Dam safety engineers inspected several dams:  Lynx Lake Dam, owned by the Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD), located upstream of the City of Prescott and Town of Prescott Valley for the purposes of recreation and irrigation;  privately-owned Rogers Reservoir Dam in Apache County; Arivaca Dam in Pima County, owned by AGFD for the purposes of fish, wildlife and recreation; and Clay Avenue Wash Detention Basin, a high hazard potential, flood control dam owned by the City of Flagstaff.  

OUTREACH

Throughout the month of May, Director Guenther spoke to several groups concerning Arizona’s water resource issues and challenges. On May 20th, Director Guenther spoke to the SRP Water Leaders Annual meeting. Alsoin May, he addressed both the elected officials and city managers of the Arizona Municipal Water Users Association about ADWR’s budget and Arizona water issues. On May 21st, Director Guenther participated in the “Agency Budgets” discussion with Director Butler, Commissioner Baier and Director Grumbles at the Agri-Business Council Annual Business meeting. On May 24th, Director Guenther and staff met with Dave Kimball, Stan Ashby and Sheryl Sweeney to discuss the Roosevelt Irrigation District’s plans concerning its proposed Early Response Action in the West Van Buren WQARF site.

During the month of May, certified landscape irrigation audits were conducted at two schools located in the Prescott AMA.  This effort is managed by Department staff and is part of a regional conservation project conducted in partnership with SRP and Arizona Project WET. 
On May 4th, ADWR staff and Julie Colehour with Colehour and Cohen, EPA’s social-based marketing consultant, met with the newly formed Water Efficiency Group to determine the group’s goals and objectives. During the meeting, Ms. Colehour reviewed existing research in Arizona and the group discussed specific measurable objectives that might go with the chosen goal of “Reduce outdoor water use.”  The group brainstormed ideas for behavior changes related to reducing outdoor water use and audiences to target. The Water Efficiency Group is comprised of ADWR staff and representatives from several water providers throughout Arizona.
On May 5th in Wickenburg, the Department's State Standards Workgroup provided training in the application of Floodplain Issues in Transportation Design. The 6-hour course focused on local, state and federal floodplain management issues and transportation design. Public and private sector participants were trained in the application of hydrologic and hydraulic methods of designing roadway crossings and sediment/geomorphic parameters.
On May 5th -7th, Floodplain Management staff participated in the Arizona Floodplain Management Association’s (AFMA) semi-annual conference in Wickenburg. Staff met with floodplain administrators from across the State and FEMA representatives, and took part in several presentations during the conference. Community outreach efforts are a requirement of our federal floodplain management grants.  All costs were paid using federal grant funds directed towards these efforts.

On May 18th, Assured and Adequate Water Supply and Recharge Program Manager Doug Dunham, met with the Northern Arizona Farm Bureau Federation in Prescott to explain Agricultural Irrigation Grandfathered Groundwater Rights and future development. 

Also on May 18th, ADWR staff met with Marie Warren of Security Title regarding a potential Certificate of Assured Water Supply application in eastern Maricopa County.  Also on May 18th, staff met with Joe McGill regarding a potential Water Adequacy determination for a project in Yavapai County near Wickenburg. On May 20th, staff met with John Gerard of Lawyers Title regarding several potential change of ownership applications for existing Certificates of Assured Water Supply in the West Salt River Valley sub-basin of the Phoenix  AMA.  On May 24th, staff met with Chris Welsh of Mortgages, Inc. concerning an application for Exemption from the Requirement to Obtain a Certificate of Assured Water Supply. 
Also on May 18th, Chief Hydrologist Frank Corkhill attended a meeting at United States Geological Survey (USGS) offices in Tempe, along with members of the Verde River Partnership, to discuss the proposed science plan for the middle Verde River the Partnership has proposed to the USGS. The Partnership is also exploring potential grant funding from the Walton Foundation to help fund the science plan’s work. The Verde River Partnership and the proposed science plan are products of federal legislation passed in 2005, authorized in title II of the Northern Arizona Land Exchange and Verde River Basin Partnership Act of 2005. The formation of the Partnership and its associated activities has been controversial in the region. ADWR’s role has been one of observer and providing technical assistance, if requested to do so.

On May 24th, Brian Conway with the Hydrology Division's Field Services - Survey and Geophysics Unit - made a presentation to the General Manager of CAP, David Modeer and to senior staff on the ADWR/CAP INSAR work. ADWR and CAP have an Inter-agency Service Agreement whereby CAP pays for ADWR to obtain and analyze land subsidence imagery for areas of the CAP Canal.

Also on May 24th, ADWR’s Brian Cosson attended the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors Advisory Committee meeting in Nogales to discuss the draft Santa Cruz County Flood Control District Floodplain and Erosion Management Ordinance.  The advisory committee is comprised of 6 Nogales property owners and 3 unincorporated area property owners and was formed to solicit input from property owners that are affected by floodplain regulations.  This was the fourth advisory committee meeting.

ADWR’s Steve Dolan conducted Community Assistance Visit (CAV) field tours to document buildings constructed within the FEMA 100-year floodplain in Sedona, Bullhead City, and unincorporated Mohave County May 26th through May 28th.  The field tour is the first step of a CAV to evaluate a community's floodplain management program.  

On May 25th, Assistant Director for the Water Management Division, Sandra Fabritz-Whitney was invited to participate in the initial meeting of the Watering the Sun Corridor Project, work to identify water resource issues facing the area from south of Tucson to the Yavapai County southern border near Black Canyon City. This effort is led by Grady Gammage and the Morrison Institute of ASU.
Recently, ADWR reorganized its regional water planning focus to create two geographic regional planners; Linda Stitzer will cover the southern part of the state while Tom Whitmer will concentrate on northern Arizona. 

In May, Linda Stitzer attended the second in a series of public meeting of the Upper San Pedro Water District Organizing Board in Sierra Vista.  This meeting was part of the second round of public outreach efforts by the Organizing Board and summarized and addressed comments received during the first round of public meetings conducted in February and March.  Most comments centered around three areas:  1) need for clarification on current federal, state, county, and city roles and responsibilities for controlling or regulating water and how they differ from the District's; 2) possible sources of funding and a schedule of the District's funding needs; and 3) District's ability to impose taxes or charges. On May 6th and 7th Ms. Stitzer attended the 4TH Binational Water and Climate Workshop-Urban Water Management, Climate Change, and Adaptive Strategies for the Arizona-Sonora Region at the University of Sonora in Hermosillo, Mexico and presented water resource information for Arizona.

Tom Whitmer participated in meetings for the Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership, the Yavapai Water Advisory Committee, the Show Low Creek Watershed Enhancement Partnership, the Verde Watershed Association, the Northwest Watershed Council (Kingman), the Upper Little Colorado River Watershed Partnership (Eager), the Northern Arizona Municipal Water Users Association, and the Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council.
EFFICIENCY REVIEW

On May 11th, Manager Doug Dunham hosted a meeting of the Assured and Adequate Water Supply Efficiency Work Group. The group discussed the summary of procedural and organizational changes in the Assured and Adequate Water Supply Program. 
On May 28th, ADWR published for the Surface Water Efficiency Working Group proposed procedural and administrative changes to the Surface Water permitting program for review and comment. 
WHAT’S NEXT JUNE 2010
GRANTS & FUNDING

PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

During the month of June, as a result of the Governor's Drought Interagency Coordinating Group meeting held on May 7th, the Department, on behalf of the group, will make a recommendation to the Governor to maintain both the Emergency Drought Declaration (99-006) and Executive Order 2007-10 - Drought Declaration for the State of Arizona.
On June 1st, Annual Water Use Reports for community water systems located outside of active management areas are due. Failure to file notices will be mailed out for those that do not file. 
On June 3rd, Provider Profiles are due from municipal water providers that were noticed in December 2009 that they are required to enter the Modified Non-Per Capita Conservation Program, a requirement within Arizona’s five AMAs. 

ADWR staff from the Dam Safety Program plan to inspect inspect eight dams during the month of June 2010:

· Roper Lake and Cluff Ranch #3 will be inspected on June 2nd, 2010. Both dams are considered  high hazard potential,  located  in Graham County, and state owned (AZ G & F).  Roper Lake Dam is used for recreation and Cluff Ranch #3 is used for recreation and irrigation.  The associated safety deficiency for Cluff Ranch #3 is that it can not safely pass the inflow design flood. There are no safety deficiencies associated with Roper Lake Dam.

· Lyman Lake Dam will be inspected on June 4th, 2010.  This high hazard potential, privately owned dam is located in Apache County.  The associated safety deficiency is for the lack of an emergency action plan.
· Lynx Lake Dam will also be inspected on June 11th, 2010.  This high hazard potential dam, located in Yavapai County, is state owned (AZ G & F).  There is a safety deficiency identified with this dam for the inability to safely dewater the reservoir during an emergency (i.e. an inoperative outlet valve).  The AGFD has initiated a repair project for the valve.
· River Reservoir #3 will be inspected on June 5th, 2010.  This high hazard potential, privately owned dam is located in Apache County.  There are no safety deficiencies currently identified for this dam.

· Scott, Lakeside, and Woodland dams will be inspected on June 8th and 9th, 2010.  Scott and Lakeside are significant hazard potential dams.  Woodland is a high hazard potential dam.  All three dams are located in Navajo County and are privately owned.  All three dams have safety deficiencies for lack of an adequate emergency action plan.

On June 2nd, Steve Dolan will conduct a Community Assistance Visit (CAV) to the City of Sedona to evaluate their overall floodplain management program.  The office CAV will include Coconino and Yavapai County staff because Sedona is county-dependent to both county Flood Control Districts for floodplain mapping and permitting.  In mid-June, Dolan will conduct CAV field tours to the Cities of Surprise and Tucson. The field tour to photograph buildings constructed within the FEMA 100-year floodplain is the first step of a CAV.  In late-June, Dolan will conduct an office CAV to the communities of Bullhead City and Surprise to evaluate their overall floodplain management programs. The Surprise office CAV will include staff from the Flood Control District of Maricopa County (District) because the city is county-dependent to the District for floodplain mapping and permitting.

On June 15th, Floodplain Management staff will meet with the AZ Division of Emergency Management to provide final updates and edits to the first draft of the 2010 State Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan.

On June 28th, Brian Cosson will attend the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors Advisory Committee meeting in Nogales to discuss the draft Santa Cruz County Flood Control District Floodplain and Erosion Management Ordinance. The advisory committee, comprised of 6 Nogales property owners and 3 unincorporated area property owners, was formed to solicit input from property owners who are affected by floodplain regulations. This will be the fifth advisory committee meeting.

On June 17th, Brian Cosson will participate in the Multi-Agency Task Force (MATF) meeting. The MATF is comprised of multiple levels of government and other stakeholders, including SRP. The purpose of the meeting is to share flood warning information and to receive input about the Department’s statewide flood warning system and website (www.AFWS.org).

OUTREACH

On June 3rd, Assistant Director for Water Management Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Water Resources Planner Laura Grignano are scheduled to meet with representatives from Irrigation Management Services to discuss the Department’s Agricultural Best Management Practices Program. 
On June 10th, Director Guenther will meet with Yavapai County Supervisor Carol Springer concerning some potential legislative concepts she is proposing be considered. The meeting will occur at ADWR offices. Director Guenther will also meet with representatives from the Town of Taylor to discuss water rights issues in eastern Arizona.
On June 11th, several staff from ADWR will attend the annual meeting and luncheon of the Water Users Association of Arizona (WUAA), at the Association’s request, and provide a short briefing on the status of ADWR’s work in progress and answer any questions from the audience. 

On June 14th, there is a meeting of the Tucson AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Council meeting scheduled. Agenda items include a presentation of the Tucson AMA Assessment. Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Water Resources Planner Laura Grignano will present the Tucson AMA Water Assessment document to the GUAC.
On June 16th, Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney will attend a meeting of the Pima, Santa Cruz and Winkleman Natural Resource Conservation District Local Workgroup meeting in Tucson. 

On June 18th, Conservation Staff will attend the quarterly Statewide Water Conservation Information Sharing meeting. The meeting will be hosted by SRP.

On June 24th, there is a meeting of the Pinal AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Council meeting scheduled. Also on the 24th, Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney will attend the Irrigation Management Services (IMS) board meeting. The topic of discussion will be the renewal of the contract between the Department and IMS. IMS assists the Department with the Agricultural Best Management Practices Program.

During the month of June, ADWR staff will hold the following meetings: with representatives from the Gila River Indian Community to discuss a potential recharge project that would be located on the Gila River Indian Community; and with representatives for the City of Eloy to discuss an application for the City of Eloy Detention Center Underground Storage Facility Permit.  

ADWR’s regional water planners, Tom Whitmer and Linda Stitzer, will attend the following meetings during the month:

June 1, Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership meeting in Cordes Junction

June 3, Yavapai Appraisal Study Technical Work Group Meeting in Prescott.

June, Yavapai Technical Advisory Committee Meeting in Prescott.
June 8, Show Low Creek Watershed Enhancement Partnership Meeting in Pinetop

June 9, Gila Watershed Partnership Meeting in Safford (Linda Stitzer)

June 9, Upper San Pedro Partnership meeting in Sierra Vista (Linda Stitzer)

June 14, Upper San Pedro District Working Meeting in Bisbee

June 16, Verde Watershed Association meeting in Prescott

June 16, Yavapai Water Advisory Council meeting in Prescott

June 16, Northwest Watershed Council meeting in Kingman

June 17, Upper Little Colorado River Watershed Partnership Meeting in Eager

June 18, Northern Arizona Municipal Water Users Association Technical Advisory Committee Meeting in Williams

June 22, Community Watershed Alliance Meeting in Benson (Linda Stitzer)

June 24, Coconino Plateau Executive Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

June 24, Coconino Technical Advisory Council Meeting in Flagstaff

June 25, Coconino Government Affairs Meeting in Flagstaff

June 25, Coconino Public Outreach Meeting in Flagstaff

June 25, Coconino Water Advisory Council Meeting in Flagstaff

June 30, Meeting with USGS in ADWR offices

EFFICIENCY REVIEW
On June 8th, Assured and Adequate Water Supply Manager Doug Dunham will host a meeting of the Assured and Adequate Water Supply Efficiency Working Group. The meeting will include discussion on the Department’s responses to public comments received on the modifications to the draft hydrologic guidelines for assured and adequate water supply applications. 

End of May/Beginning of June is a possible timeframe for mailing Annual Report Failure to File Notices.  The Department will include a copy of the annual report with the notice to encourage a higher response and submittal rate than achieved in previous years.

On May 28th, ADWR distributed to a stakeholder working group draft concepts for administrative changes to the surface water permitting program. The stakeholder group is exploring needed procedural changes to the program to make it more efficient and effective. Stakeholders will review these concepts and provide written comments to the agency within three weeks, or by June 18th.  The group will meet next on June 25th. 
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