Arizona Department of Water Resources 

Monthly Agency Accomplishments Report

January 2012/February 2012
GRANTS AND FUNDING 

FUNDING

SB 1624 (Municipality Fee) 

Pursuant to SB 1624 (as o f February 3rd), the Department has received $6,038,207 (96.51%) of the total invoiced amount of $6,256,687.54.   Final payment was due to the Department on January 16, 2012.  
PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES
In the Department’s ongoing commitment to provide the public with the convenience of 24-hour access to ADWR’s live data, new database queries and reports are now available to the public on the Department’s website through an Infoshare site: ADWR Live Queries and Reports.  This new site contains queries and reports that are most frequently requested by the public.  These new queries will provide the public instantaneous access and enhanced search and analytical capabilities in the Groundwater Rights, Surface Water Rights, and Adjudication Statement of Claimants databases.  These Live Query and Report tools were developed for internal staff use and are now available to save the public time and money and make this information available regardless of staff availability.

Water Planning Division

Colorado River Management 
On January 10th, staff co-chaired a meeting with the Desired Future Condition Ad Hoc group to the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Program.  The group has been working on qualitative goals for the program that balance competing resource needs including water deliveries, power production and environmental goals for the Grand Canyon ecosystem.  
On January 11th – 13th, staff attended a meeting with Colorado River Lower Basin States representatives regarding the Bi-National process between the U.S. and Mexico.  There was discussion on the proposed draft Minute that was submitted by Mexico on December 5, 2011 and the response from the U.S. 
On January 12th, staff attended a meeting of the Southeastern Arizona Citizens Forum.  There was discussion on the Santa Cruz AMA water storage study, an update on projects in the Nogales Border Region and updates on the Nogales Wash and International Outfall Interceptor projects.
On January 12th and 13th, staff attended a meeting of the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study’s Project Team. The purpose of the meeting was to review the status of the Basin Study, review the quantification of demand scenarios, discuss Options and Strategies for mitigating supply imbalances, and to discuss content of future interim reports.
Active Management Areas
Staff facilitated meetings of the Pinal AMA, Phoenix AMA, and Prescott AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Councils to discuss the Forth Management Plan Development Process and the Department’s timeline for adoption.  

Staff attended meetings of the Tucson AMA Safe-Yield Task Force. 
The Department mailed out letters to irrigation districts located within the Active Management Areas regarding 2011 Irrigation Grandfathered Right Agricultural Flexibility Account Credits.  The letters provide general information and concern regarding their right-holders over water use and their flexibility account balances.  Over the last few years the Department has seen an increase in water use and a rise in the number of right-holders out of compliance.  The Department has also noticed a decline in the number of flex credits available for transfer from one right-holder to another that can be used to alleviate compliance actions.  
Planning and Data Management Programs

The Department sent out approximately 6,000 notices to Irrigation Grandfathered Right holders to notice them of the requirement to submit a 2011 Annual Water Withdrawal and Use Report.  Reports are due to the Department by March 31st. 

Staff is in the early stages of working on the Fourth Management Plan and is finalizing the Demand and Supply Assessment (Assessment) for the Santa Cruz Active Management Area.  This is last Assessment to be completed.  The Assessments are precursors to the development of the Fourth Management Plan.  The Assessment is a compilation of 22 years worth of water demand and supply data broken into the three major water use sectors (municipal, industrial and agricultural) in each AMA and also includes water storage, net natural recharge and in some AMAs, limited information, as available, on Indian land water demand and supply. The purpose of the Assessment is to identify water use trends and identify possible future directions for water management in the upcoming Fourth Management Plan.

Staff participated in a Drought Monitoring Technical Committee (MTC) meeting.  The State Drought MTC gathers and evaluates drought, climate, and weather data and distributes the information to land managers, policy makers and the public.  

Staff participated in a Water Awareness Month (WAM) planning meeting.  WAM is a joint effort lead by the Department and Arizona Municipal Water Users Association, to emphasize the importance of using water more efficiently.  

Statewide Strategic Planning 
Staff attended the following meetings: 

January 25th, Executive Committee meeting of the Upper San Pedro Partnership

January 26th, Executive Committee and Technical Committee meetings of the Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council, in Flagstaff

January 27th, attended the Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council monthly meeting, in Flagstaff

Engineering and Permitting Division

On January 31st, Assistant Director Mike Johnson participated in a forum of Partners in Regional Flood Management hosted by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  The purpose of forum is to create opportunities for agencies within Maricopa County to reach out, partner together and investigate ideas for tackling flood control problems, issues, and challenges. The specific topic is “The Challenge of Flood Hazard Mitigation in Today's Economic Climate."  Representatives of cities towns and other state and federal agencies also participated.
State Court General Stream Adjudications

ADWR provides technical and administrative support to the Adjudication Court in the ongoing adjudications of water rights in the Gila River System and Source as well as the Little Colorado River.

· On January 24th – 26th, Deputy Counsel Janet Ronald represented the Department in an evidentiary hearing before the Maricopa County Superior Court on technical objections filed on the 2009 Subflow Zone Delineation Report for the San Pedro River Watershed.  Expert witnesses for ADWR include Asst. Director & Chief Engineer Michael Johnson, Richard Burtell (former manager of the Adjudication Support Unit), and Phillip Pearthree of the AZGS (the AZGS performed geologic mapping under contract to ADWR).  At conclusion of the three days of hearings, the Judge Ballinger directed ADWR to file a report with recommendations for supplementing the 2009 Subflow Report no later than April 9, 2012. 

Dam Safety Inspections Program
ADWR performs periodic safety inspections of non-federal dams, identifies safety deficiencies and works with dam owners to correct deficiencies.  ADWR staff performed inspections of:

· White Tanks No. 3 Dam operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County for flood protection and sediment management in the West Valley including upstream of Luke Air Force Base.

· Powerline, Vineyard and Rittenhouse Dams operated and maintained by the Flood control District of Maricopa County for the purpose of flood protection and sediment management in eastern Maricopa County.

· Hesperus, Aspen, North Heights, Fountain Lake, Golden Eagle and Stoneridge Dams owned by the Town of Fountain Hills for flood control and stormwater management.

· Sunridge Canyon Dam in Maricopa County owned by Sunridge Canyon Golf Club in Fountain Hills for the purposes of flood control and stormwater management.

· Riggs Reservoir Dam in Graham County operated by Gila Resources Utilities for the purpose of municipal water supply.

· Six dams in Graham County operated and maintained by the Graham and Curtis Canal Companies of the Gila Valley Irrigation District for the purposes of flood control and sediment management.

· Parker Canyon Dam owned by the AGFD in Cochise County for recreation and fish and wildlife.

Dam Safety Permitting Program

ADWR must provide written approval prior to construction of a new dam, or the enlargement, repair, alteration or removal of an existing dam.  Projects are often for dam rehabilitation or correction of safety deficiencies.  ADWR staff:

· Monitored construction at Magma FRS Dam owned by Magma Flood Protection District in Pinal County, White Tanks FRS No. 4 Dam owned by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Palo Verde Evaporation Pond owned by the Arizona Public Service, Black Canyon Dam owned by AGFD in Navajo County, and Park Avenue Detention Basin Dam owned by Pima County Regional Flood Control District.  

· Participated in rehabilitation planning and design meetings for the Buckeye FRS No.1, White Tanks FRS No. 3 and White Tanks FRS No. 4 Dams operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  The Buckeye No. 1 and White Tanks FRS No. 4 Dam projects are intended to address safety deficiencies and maintain the flood control benefits to the downstream properties and infrastructure for the next 100 years.  The White Tanks No. 3 project involves design of an outfall channel downstream of the dam to safely convey flows towards the Gila River.

Floodplain Management Program

As coordinating agency for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and as funded by federal grants, ADWR performs comprehensive assessments of community floodplain management programs, provides assistance to improve these programs, and works to increase community awareness of flood risk and promote flood mitigation.

· Asst. Director Mike Johnson participated in a forum of Partners in Regional Flood Management hosted by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  The purpose of forum is to create opportunities for agencies within Maricopa County to reach out, partner together and investigate ideas for tackling flood control problems, issues, and challenges. Representative of cities towns and other state and federal agencies participated as well.

· ADWR staff chaired a meeting of the State Standards Work Group being at offices of the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.   The Work Group develops standards and provides technical assistance to promote consistent, responsible floodplain management and watercourse use on a statewide basis.  Members include representatives from two urban counties, two rural counties and the Arizona Floodplain Management Association.

Surface Water Permits Program

ADWR performs field inspections prior to issuance of certificate of water right in order to verify the accuracy of information.  ADWR staff:

· Performed field inspection near Willcox in preparation for issuing Certificates of Water Right.      

Hydrology Division

On January 6th, Chief Hydrologist Frank Corkhill attended the USGS/Verde River Basin partnership meeting to discuss a draft water budget report for the Middle Verde. 

A Statewide Groundwater Monitoring report was completed by Hydrology staff and it is currently being reviewed by internal staff. 
During the month of January, Modeling staff: 

· Met with the Tucson AMA Safe-Yield Task Force and gave a model update and discussed future predictive modeling work for TAMA.

· Continued to work on model updates and reports for: Pinal and Tucson AMA models, Prescott water budget review and technical support for Santa Cruz AMA models
· Began preliminary work on Buckeye Water-logging and Tucson Safe-Yield modeling projects

During the month of January, Field Services staff:

· Conducted analysis of gravity data collected in Butler Valley in conjunction with AZ Geological Survey and Arizona State Land Department study of groundwater conditions in Butler Valley
· Continued work analyzing gravity data for Arizona Geological Survey/Arizona State Land Department hydrologic study of Highly basin and also for joint ADWR/CAP study of groundwater and subsidence conditions in Apache Junction/Hawk Rock area 

· Conducted field water level measurements for statewide index network wells in the Tucson AMA, Santa Cruz AMA, Cienega Creek, Dripping Springs, San Rafael Valley and other areas of the state. 

· Conducted manual stream gauging in the Santa Cruz AMA  
OUTREACH
Director’s Office 

On January 4th, Senior staff attended a Water Issues legislative briefing given by Central Arizona Project, Arizona Municipal Water Users Association and Southern Arizona Municipal Water Users Association. 

Also on January 4th, Deputy Director Mike Lacey and Legislative Liaison Doug Dunham attended Representative Russ Jones’ ADWR funding meeting.
On January 6th, Director Fabritz-Whitney gave an update on ADWR’s budget, legislative agenda and Colorado River issues relating to power to the Irrigation and Electrical Districts Association of Arizona (IEDA) members. 

On January 9th, the Water Resources Development Commission (WRDC) Legislative Recommendations working group met. 
On January 10th, Director Fabritz-Whitney and staff met with representatives from the Gila River Indian Community to discuss recharge projects.

On January 20th, Director Fabritz-Whitney attended the annual Agri-Business Council meeting in Yuma.   She gave an update on the Department’s budget, legislative agenda and Colorado River issues relating to the agricultural community.

On January 24th, Deputy Director Lacey participated in a panel discussion at the Water Resources Research Center (WRRC) Urbanization, Uncertainty and Water: Planning for Arizona’s Second Hundred Years. 

On January 30th, the WRDC Legislative Recommendations working group met.
Water Planning Division

On January 13th, Active Management Area Director Scott Miller was a presenter at the Lorman Education Services “Water Rights Sales and Transfers in Arizona” seminar in Tucson.  Mr. Miller gave a presentation on “Arizona Department of Water Resources’ Regulatory Authority”.

On January 27th, Mr. Miller met with Mr. Dorjsuren Dechinlhundev, a professor from Mongolia to give him an overview of regulative authority the Department has over the active management areas within the state.  This visit was arranged at the request of the Arizona Council for International Visitors.   
Media 

The month staff was contacted by members of the media in regards to the following: 

Staff was contacted by Tony Davis with the Arizona Daily Star regarding groundwater conditions and trends in the Tucson Active Management Area.   Article published “Gains seen on area’s water goals” 
The Sierra Vista Herald published an article titled “Reports hint impact on well owners near river”.  This article generated calls from well owners along the San Pedro River that had concerns over losing their water rights. 
Staff was contacted by Joanna Dodder with The Daily Courier regarding permitting requirements for a proposed hydroelectric project in the Big Chino Sub-basin.  Article published “Big Chino hydroelectric project draws groundswell of interest”. 
SUCCESS STATISTICS
During the month of January, the Department received, issued, or denied the following:

Engineering & Permits Division
Surface Water Rights Permits
Received:

1
Statement of Claimant
1
Application to Appropriate Public Water

1
Protest

2
Requests for Assignments

1
Affidavits of Posting

Issued:

2
Certificate of Water Right

1
Permit to Appropriate Public Water

1
Notice of Deficiency

1 
Inspection Reports

2
Public Notices

4
Withdrawal of Application to Appropriate (3 Instream Flow)
2
Requests for Proofs of Appropriations

6
Assignment Completion Letters

Well Permits

Received:

149
Notices of Intent to Drill 

71
Notices of Intent to Abandon 

Issued: 

145
Notices of Intent to Drill

84
Notices of Intent to Abandon

Processed:

88
Well Abandonment Completion Reports

26
Pump Installation Reports

95
Well Driller Logs

202
Requests to Change Ownership or Well Information Applications
Approved:

30  
Well Construction Variances

Groundwater Rights and Withdrawal Permits 

Received:

18
Notification of Change of Ownership of an Irrigation Grandfathered Right

1
Recovery Well Permit Application

Issued:

20
Notification of Change of Ownership of an Irrigation Grandfathered Right

Water Planning Division

Assured & Adequate Water Supply Programs: 

Received Applications:



1
Assignments for Type B Certificate of Assured Water Supply 
1
Analysis of Assured Water Supply 

1 
Certificate of Assured Water Supply 
1
Modifications of a Designation of Adequate Water Supply 

2
Classifications of a Type A Certificate of Assured Water Supply

3
Exemptions from Requirement to Obtain a Certificate of Assured Water Supply

Issued:





5
Analysis of Assured Water Supply 
1
Renewal of an Analysis of Assured Water Supply 

1
Assignment of Type A Certificate of Assured Water Supply 

2
Classifications of a Type A Certificate of Assured Water Supply 

3
Exemptions to obtain a Certificate of Assured Water Supply

Recharge Program:

Received: 
1
Underground Storage Facility 

Issued: 


2
Underground Storage Facility Permits 
4
Water Storage Permits
WHAT'S NEXT


Director’s Office 

On February 1st, Deputy Director Lacey will participate in the Water Infrastructure Finance Authority (WIFA) Project Finance Committee Meeting.

On February 3rd, Director Fabritz-Whitney has been invited to speak in regards to “Arizona Water Issues” at the Valley Leadership meeting.  

On February 7th, Director Fabritz-Whitney will participate in a panel discussion for the “Morning Scoop on Water” hosted by the Arizona Capitol Times.  The meeting will begin at 7:15 a.m. The panel will discuss the future of water in Arizona. The event is open to the public.

On February 9th & 10th, Deputy Director Lacey will co-chair the Water Committee meeting at the Arizona-Mexico Commission meeting in Puerto Penasco, Sonora. 

On February 15th, Deputy Director Lacey will attend the WIFA Board of Director’s meeting.

On February 21st, Director Fabritz-Whitney will meet with Dennis Strong, Director of Utah’s Department of Water Resources, to discuss the Lake Powell Pipeline project.

On February 24th, the Water Resources Development Full Commission is tentatively scheduled to meet. 
Water Planning Division

Staff will continue to assist customers with filing their 2011 Water Withdrawal and Use Reports.  Last week staff mailed out approximately 6,000 notices to right holders to inform them that their 2011 annual reports must be submitted to the Department by March 31st.   

Colorado River 

On February 8 & 9th, Water Planning Assistant Director Thomas Buschatzke will participate in a panel discussion regarding the U.S. Geological Survey National Water Census Pilot Study of the Colorado River. The event will be held in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Statewide Strategic Planning 

Staff will attend the following meeting:

On February 2nd, Yavapai County Water Advisory Council- Technical Advisory Committee
Active Management Areas 
On February 2nd, Active Management Area Director Scott Miller has been invited to give a presentation on the Department’s groundwater laws and well drilling requirements to the Sierra Vista’s Women’s Council of Realtors. 
On February 6th, staff will participate in a meeting with Central Arizona Project to discuss Non-Indian Ag Re Allocation Water pricing with. 

On February 9th, Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Mr. Miller are scheduled to meet with Shane Leonard from Roosevelt Water Conservation District and Bill Staudenmaier regarding Groundwater Saving Facilities.
On February 13th, staff will facilitate meetings of the Tucson AMA and Santa Cruz AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Councils.  The agendas include an overview of the Forth Management Plan Development Process and ADWR’s timeline for adoption.  

Recharge & Assured and Adequate Water Supply Programs

On February 14th, staff will meet with representatives from the City of Surprise – Grand Vista project to discuss incorporation of an Analysis of Assured Water Supply into their Designation of Assured Water Supply.

Manager Andrew Craddock, will participate in telephone conferences with the World Resource Institute Project Aqueduct Project based out of Washington, D.C.
Engineering and Permitting Division 

On February 2nd, staff will perform a dam safety inspection of Parker Canyon Dam owned by the AGFD in Cochise County.

On February 2nd, staff will participate in a monthly coordination meeting planned rehabilitation of Buckeye FRS No. 1 Dam operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  The rehabilitation project is intended to address safety deficiencies and maintain the flood control benefits to the downstream properties and infrastructure for the next 100 years.

Hydrology Division
On February 11th Chief Hydrologist Frank Corkhill will give a presentation on the Departments Hydrology Division activities to the American Institute of Profession Geologists in Tucson. 
On February 14th, Mr. Corkhill will give a presentation on the Department’s Statewide Monitoring efforts to the Arizona Hydrological Society. 
During the month of February Groundwater Modeling staff will: 

· Continue to work on model updates and reports for: Pinal and Tucson AMA models, Prescott water budget review and technical support for Santa Cruz AMA models
· Continue to work on modeling for the Buckeye Water Logging Area
· Continue to work on modeling projects for the Tucson AMA Safe-Yield Task Force
· Continue to provide support for 4th Management Plan water budget activities 
Field Services staff will: 

· Continue to collect index well measurements throughout the state

· Continue to maintain automated water level measurement network

· Completing analysis of gravity data collected in Butler Valley in conjunction with AZ Geological survey and AZ State Land Department study of groundwater conditions in Butler Valley

· Continue work analyzing gravity data for AZGS/ASLD hydrologic study of Highly basin and also for joint ADWR/CAP study of groundwater and subsidence conditions in Apache Junction/Hawk Rock area 

· Continue processing INSAR (subsidence monitoring data) for various areas of the state

· Conduct field water level measurements for statewide index  network wells in Prescott, Payson and other groundwater basins in central and southern Arizona 

· Conduct scheduled downloads and site O&M activities at automated monitoring transducer wells statewide 

