Arizona Department of Water Resources 

Monthly Agency Accomplishments Report
February 2012/March 2012
GRANTS AND FUNDING 

FUNDING

SB 1624 (Municipality Fee) 

Pursuant to SB 1624 (as o f March 2nd), the Department has received $6,040, 090.47 (96.54%) of the total invoiced amount of $6,256,687.54.   Final payment was due to the Department on January 16, 2012.  
PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

Water Planning Division

Colorado River Management

On February 6th, staff attended a meeting to discuss Central Arizona Project to discuss the Non- Indian Agriculture Water reallocation process.

On February 9th & 10th, staff attended a meeting to discuss the Environmental Impact Statement for the Long-Term Experimental and Management Plan for Glen Canyon Dam.

On February 14th & 15th, staff attended the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Forum’s Work Group meeting at the offices of the Central Arizona Project.  The work group reviewed the salinity control program, proposed salinity control projects, and Federal/State funding of the salinity control program.

On February 21st, staff attended a Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study Project Team meeting.  The Project Team reviewed study status, discussing technical issues, and working on developing options and strategies to address projected supply and demand imbalances.

On February 22nd -23rd, staff attended a meeting of the Glen Canyon Adaptive Management Work Group.  This is a federal advisory group that recommends modified operations of Glen Canyon Dam to lessen downstream environmental impacts in the Grand Canyon.

On February 28th, staff attended a Basin Study Options and Strategies Work Group meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada.  At the meeting, the Work Group will review all of the options that have been submitted and begin the process of characterization of options as to their technical, legal, financial, and institutional feasibility. 

Planning and Data Management Programs
Staff continued to respond to phone calls and email inquiries in response the 2011 Annual Groundwater Withdrawal and Use Report (Annual Reports) notices that were sent out in late January.  As of March 2nd, approximately 950 of the 6,000 Annual Reports have been received; of those, nearly 600 have been filed on line.  In addition, over $275,000 in groundwater withdrawal fees have been submitted with the Annual Reports.  

The deadline for most Large Community Water Systems to submit their System Plan updates was February 17th.  Approximately 150 update reports are due; an estimated 100 updated reports have been submitted.  
The Department will mail out a notice to Large Systems that failed to submit their Plan updates.  

Staff continued to work on the development of the Fourth Management Plan and the Demand and Supply Assessment (Assessment) for the Santa Cruz Active Management Area (AMA).  The Assessments are a compilation of historical water demand and supply characteristics for each AMA for the years 1985 to 2006.    (When originally published, the Assessments had water supply and demand data, and analysis, only to 2006, but staff has recently completed updates of the data through 2009).  The Assessments also contain water and demand projections scenarios to the year 2025.
Active Management Areas 

On February 2nd, AMA Director Scott Miller gave a presentation on well drilling licensing and ground water laws at the Sierra Vista Women’s Council of Realtors in Cochise County.  This group is made up of realtors and representatives from title companies. 
On February 9th, staff met with Bill Staudenmaier and Shane Leonard from Roosevelt Water Conservation District regarding agricultural water use and their Groundwater Saving Facilities.

On February 13th, staff held a Tucson AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Council Meeting.  Mr. Miller gave a presentation on the development of the 4th Management Plan.

On February 14th, staff attended the Pinal County Water Augmentation Authority meeting in Casa Grande.  

On February 16th, staff attended the Central Arizona Project (CAP)/Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District (CAGRD) Board Meeting.  The CAP Board Meeting agenda included Revenues Sources, Reserves, and Rate Setting Considerations.  The CAGRD Board Meeting agenda included a discussion of member land de-enrollment, enrollment of new members, hydrologic location of replenishment and a presentation of a draft recovery planning program.

On February 17th, staff met with a consultant who represents a landowner in Santa Cruz AMA who wants to substitute flood damaged acres with acres of land that was not historically irrigated.  They submitted an application and documentation of the flood damaged acres.

On February 23rd, staff met with Dobson Ranch HOA to talk about last year’s progress with their water conservation program they are required to do pursuant to a Stipulation and Consent Order between the Department and the Home Owners Association.

On February 27th, staff presented at the Pima County Association of Governments regarding the Management Plan, progress on management goals or hydrologic model updates and the flexibility accounts and credits for sale.  The community is interested in keeping up with the AMA management since the local office moved.

Statewide Strategic Planning & Tribal Liaison

During the month of February staff attended the following meetings: 
February 1st, settlement meetings for the Navajo-Hopi Little Colorado River settlement.

February 2nd, monthly Yavapai County Water Advisory Committee Technical Advisory Committee meeting in Prescott.

February 7th, monthly meeting of the Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership in Cordes Junction.

February 8th, monthly meeting of the Upper San Pedro Partnership in Sierra Vista.

February 15th, monthly Yavapai County Water Advisory Committee meeting in Prescott.

February 22nd, settlement meetings for the Hualapai tribe. Also, attended the Executive Committee meeting for the Upper San Pedro Partnership.

February 23rd and 24th, settlement meetings for the Navajo-Hopi Little Colorado River settlement.

February 23rd, Executive Committee meeting for the Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council.

Engineering and Permitting Division

Dam Safety Inspections Program
ADWR performs periodic safety inspections of non-federal dams, identifies safety deficiencies and works with dam owners to correct deficiencies.  ADWR staff performed inspections of:

· Powerline, Vineyard and Rittenhouse Dams operated and maintained by the Flood control District of Maricopa County for the purpose of flood protection in eastern Maricopa County.

· Hesperus, Aspen, North Heights, Fountain Lake, Golden Eagle and Stoneridge Dams owned and operated by the Town of Fountain Hills for flood control and storm water management.

· Parker Canyon Dam owned by AFGD in Cochise County for recreation uses.  

· Murphy and Clearwell Dams operated by City of Tucson, Tucson Water for municipal water supply.

· Green Valley and Avra Valley Wastewater Treatment Plant Dams operated by Pima County Wastewater Management.

Dam Safety Permitting Program

ADWR must provide written approval prior to construction of a new dam, or the enlargement, repair, alteration or removal of an existing dam.  Projects are often for dam rehabilitation or correction of safety deficiencies.  ADWR staff:

· Monitored construction at Magma FRS Dam owned by Magma Flood Protection District in Pinal County, White Tanks FRS No. 4 Dam owned by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Palo Verde Evaporation Pond owned by the Arizona Public Service, Black Canyon Dam owned by AGFD in Navajo County, and Park Avenue Detention Basin Dam owned by Pima County Regional Flood Control District.  

· Participated in a monthly coordination meeting planned rehabilitation of Buckeye FRS No. 1 Dam operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  The rehabilitation project is intended to address safety deficiencies and maintain the flood control benefits to the downstream properties and infrastructure for the next 100 years.

· Participate in a monthly coordination meeting planned rehabilitation of Buckeye FRS No. 1 Dam operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  The rehabilitation project is intended to address safety deficiencies and maintain the flood control benefits to the downstream properties and infrastructure for the next 100 years.

· Participated in a one-day failure modes and effects analysis (FMEA) workshop for the Powerline, Vineyard Road and Rittenhouse Dams Rehabilitation or Replacement Project.  This series of three dams in eastern Maricopa County are operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County for the purpose of flood protection and sediment management. The purpose of the FMEA is to evaluate in detail the failure modes related to several alternative design measures identified in work performed to date.

Floodplain Management Program

As coordinating agency for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and as funded by federal grants, ADWR performs comprehensive assessments of community floodplain management programs, provides assistance to improve these programs, and works to increase community awareness of flood risk and promote flood mitigation.  ADWR staff:

· Participate in a series of Discovery Meetings between FEMA and local communities in Cochise, Maricopa and Yavapai Counties as well as within the Upper Santa Cruz watershed.  The meetings will include review of data on the local flood risk and history of flooding, stormwater and floodplain management activities and other operations that impact flood risk.  The goal is to work closely with communities to better understand local flood risk, mitigation efforts, and other topics and spark watershed-wide discussions about increasing resilience to flooding.

· Met with floodplain management staff of Cochise County and the City of Tombstone in preparation of comprehensive assessments of their community floodplain management programs and identify opportunities to provide assistance to improve these programs.

Surface Water Permits Program

ADWR performs field inspections prior to issuance of certificate of water right in order to verify the accuracy of information.  ADWR staff:

· On February 15th, staff held a pre-application meeting with representatives of the Nature Conservancy (TNC) to discuss their intent to file an application for severance and transfer of one or more surface water rights at their San Pedro River Preserve Property to instream flows.  Instream flows are non-diversionary rights intended to keep water in the stream for the benefit of fish and wildlife.

· Conducted a field inspection north of Wickenburg in preparation for issuing a Certificate of Water Right.  

Wells Notice of Intent Program

Prior to drilling a new well, or deepening or modifying an existing well, a person must file a Notice of Intent to Drill with ADWR.  ADWR licenses well driller, performs inspections to verify minimum well construction standards and obtain other factual data or access to required records.  ADWR staff:

· Performed a total of 14 well inspections in Maricopa (11) Pinal (1), Coconino (1) and Yavapai (1) Counties.

Hydrology Division

On February 11th, staff attended the American Institute of Professional Geologist annual meeting in Tucson and Chief Hydrologist Frank Corkhill presented information on the Department’s Hydrology Division 2011 activities.
On February 21st,   Mr. Corkhill gave a presentation at the Arizona Hydrological Society on results of the Department’s Water Level Survey and an update on statewide monitoring data.
During the month of February, Field Services staff:

· Conducted field water level measurements for statewide index network wells in the Tucson AMA, Santa Cruz AMA, Cienega Creek, Dripping Springs, San Rafael Valley and other areas of the state. 

· Conducted statewide automated water level monitoring site downloads 
OUTREACH
Director’s Office 

On February 1st, Deputy Director Lacey participated in the Water Infrastructure Finance Authority (WIFA) Project Finance Committee Meeting.

On February 3rd, Director Fabritz-Whitney spoke about “Arizona Water Issues” at the Valley Leadership meeting.  

On February 7th, Director Fabritz-Whitney participated in a panel discussion for the “Morning Scoop on Water” hosted by the Arizona Capitol Times. The panel discussed the future of water in Arizona.
On February 9th & 10th, Deputy Director Lacey co-chaired the Water Committee meeting at the Arizona-Mexico Commission meeting in Puerto Penasco, Sonora. 

On February 15th, Deputy Director Lacey attended the Water Infrastructure Authority Board of Director’s meeting.

On February 21st, Director Fabritz-Whitney and Senior Staff met with Dennis Strong, Director of Utah’s Department of Water Resources, to discuss the Lake Powell Pipeline project.

SUCCESS STATISTICS
During the month of February, the Department received, issued, or denied the following:

Engineering & Permits Division
Surface Water Rights Permits
Received:

1
Statement of Claim

2
Application to Appropriate Public Water – Instream Flow (each includes Assessment Report)
2
Withdrawal Requests

6
Requests for Assignments

1
Affidavits of Posting

16 
Amendments for Statements of Claim

Issued:

3
Certificate of Water Right

2
Permit to Appropriate Public Water

1
Notice of Deficiency

2
Public Notices

2
Withdrawal of Application to Appropriate
9
Requests for Proofs of Appropriations

1
Request for Additional Information/ Assessment Report

10
Assignment Completion Letters

12
Defective Assignment Letters
Well Permits

Received:

144
Notices of Intent to Drill 

41
Notices of Intent to Abandon 

Issued: 

148
Notices of Intent to Drill

50
Notices of Intent to Abandon

1
Full-time well driller's license

Approved:

31  
Well Construction Variances

Groundwater Rights and Withdrawal Permits 

Received:

14
Notification of Change of Ownership of an Irrigation Grandfathered Right

1
Recovery Well Permit Application

Issued:

23
Notification of Change of Ownership of an Irrigation Grandfathered Right

Water Planning Division

Assured & Adequate Water Supply Programs: 

Received Applications:



1
Certificate of Assured Water Supply

1
Assignments for Type B Certificate of Assured Water Supply 
1
Re-issuance of a Certificate of Assured Water Supply 
1
Exemptions from Requirement to Obtain a Certificate of Assured Water Supply

Issued:

2
Certificates of Assured Water Supply 




1
Exemptions to obtain a Certificate of Assured Water Supply

Recharge Program:

Received Applications: 
2
Water Storage Permit  

Issued: 


3
Underground Storage Facility Permits 
WHAT'S NEXT


Director’s Office 

On March 1st and 2nd, Director Fabritz-Whitney attended the CLE “Law of the Colorado River” seminar.  Sandy will be on a panel discussing The Future of Upper and Lower Basin Negotiations – Together Forever, For Better or Worse. Eric Kuhn, General Manager, Colorado River Water conservation District is also on the panel.

On March 2nd, Deputy Director Mike Lacey will attend the State Emergency Council meeting at the Capitol.

On March 8th, Director Fabritz-Whitney will be a speaker at the Arizona Wine Growers Association meeting in Eloy. The speakers will discuss Advanced Vineyard Management. The morning session will focus on Pierce’s Disease: Arizona Case Study. Director Fabritz-Whitney will also participate in the afternoon discussion of Water Issues and Arizona Vineyards. 

On March 13th, Director Fabritz-Whitney and Deputy Director Lacey will meet with Aaron Sandeen to discuss the Governor’s Transformation Office goals and activities.

On March 14th, Deputy Director Lacey will attend the WIFA Fiscal Committee meeting.

On March 21st, Director Fabritz-Whitney will Chair the Arizona Water Banking Authority quarterly meeting.

On March 22nd, Director Fabritz-Whitney will attend the Arizona coordinated Resources Management- Executive Group meeting at Arizona Game and Fish Department.

On March 26th, Director Fabritz-Whitney will attend the Arizona Solar Summit 2012 at the Arizona Biltmore conference center.

Water Planning Division

On March 6th, staff will attend a meeting with Central Arizona Project representatives to discuss the Non- Indian Ag Water reallocation process.

On March 8th, senior staff is scheduled to meet with Bureau of Reclamation staff to discuss upcoming projects.

On March 12th, staff will attend a bi-national meeting with U.S. and Mexico representatives. The purpose of the meeting is to continue discussions with Mexico concerning Minute 319.

On March 19th & 20th staff will attend a bi-national meeting with U.S. and Mexico representatives. The purpose of the meeting is to continue discussions with Mexico concerning Minute 319.

On March 20th & 21st staff will attend a Glen Canyon Adaptive Management Workgroup meeting to review actions for April SC Meeting (Remedial Measures Fund & Habitat Maintenance Fund Process).

On March 22nd staff will participate in the Basin Study Options and Strategies Work Group meeting.  At the meeting, the Work Group will review all the representative options prepared by the study team.

On March 22nd staff will participate in a teleconference regarding inadvertent overruns.

On March 26th & 27th staff will attend a Basin Study Project Team meeting to discuss Basin Study status and review options and strategies.

Engineering and Permitting Division 

Dam Safety

On March 8th, staff will perform a safety inspection of Oro Blanco Dam owned by Oro Blanco Ranch in Santa Cruz County for livestock watering and wildlife.

Staff will continue oversight of construction at Magma FRS Dam in Pinal County, Black Canyon Dam in Navajo County, and White Tanks FRS No. 4 and Palo Verde Evaporation Pond Dams in Maricopa County.

Floodplain Management

On March 8th, staff will chair a meeting of the State Standards Work Group held at offices of the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.   The Work Group develops standards and provides technical assistance to promote consistent, responsible floodplain management and watercourse use on a statewide basis.  Members include representatives from two urban counties, two rural counties and the Arizona Floodplain Management Association.

On March 21st, staff will participate in a meeting to update the State of Arizona Emergency Response and Recovery Plan (SERRP) being hosted by the ADEM Preparedness Section.  The main topic of this meeting will be Emergency Support Function (ESF) 14 – Recovery and Mitigation.  The Department is a supporting agency for this function through performance several activities including: assistance in determining costs of restoring drainage and flood control facilities to pre-disaster conditions; coordination with the US Army Corps of Engineers and other federal agencies in flood control projects; and assistance in public outreach on flood hazards and opportunities for individuals to purchase flood insurance. 

Hydrology Division
On March 5th, staff will tour the Buckeye Water Logging area; the tour will be hosted by Buckeye Irrigation Company.
On March 6-7th, staff will attend the Sonoran Institute Workshop “Managing Risk in Decision Making (Responding to Climate and Uncertainty)”.
On March 21st, staff will meet with representatives from the US Geological Survey in Tucson to discuss NARGFM and the Prescott AMA model.
This month the Department anticipates the release of the Draft Statewide Monitoring Report for Public Comment.
During the month of March Groundwater Modeling staff will: 

· Continue to work on model updates and reports for: Pinal and Tucson AMA models, Prescott water budget review and technical support for Santa Cruz AMA models
Field Services staff will: 

· Continue to maintain automated water level measurement network

· Continue index line measurements in the Big Chino, Prescott and Verde Valley areas
Arizona Water Protection Fund 
On March 19th, the Arizona Water Protection Fund Commission will hold a general business meeting at 10:00 a.m. at the Department. 

On March 29-31st staff will participate in the Arizona Riparian Council’s annual meeting in Thatcher. Staff will participate in a workshop that will teach attendees how to plan a stream restoration project, technical presentations regarding restoration efforts in the Gila Watershed, and field trip to a restoration project along the Gila River at Apache Grove that was funded by the Arizona Water Protection Fund

