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PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES


Water Planning Division

Colorado River Management 
On November 1st, staff participated in a Hydrology subcommittee meeting for the continuing Bi-National negotiation process between the U.S. and Mexico associated with Colorado River water supplies.  The committee continued its focus on the current modeling results regarding Colorado River system shortage and surplus water supply scenarios.  Proposed cooperative measures between the two countries are in the process of being developed and discussed for possible inclusion into a future Minute.  Discussions also continue to focus on efforts to address hydrologic and salinity issues that are associated with shortage sharing reductions and for the development of Bi-National water conservation projects to extend Lower Basin Colorado River water supplies for U.S. and Mexico water users.

On November 2nd, staff participated in a meeting with Central Arizona Project (“CAP”) representatives to discuss the Department’s non-Indian agricultural CAP water entitlement process.  The discussion focused on the projected cost per acre-foot for water users to acquire the entitlement and to maintain a permanent CAP contract.

On November 7th, staff attended a public scoping meeting regarding the Department of the Interior’s intent, through the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (“Reclamation”) and the National Park Service, to prepare an environmental impact statement for the adoption of a Long-term Experimental and Management Plan for the operation of Glen Canyon Dam.

November 8th through the 9th, staff attended a two-day tour of the Bureau of Reclamation’s Yuma area project water system infrastructure.  The purpose of the tour was to provide participants with a better understanding of the operations of the Yuma Area Office as it applies to water system infrastructure, U.S. and Mexico water deliveries, drainage water pumping, salinity management and water accounting.

On November 10th, staff participated in an ad hoc Colorado River Basin State Legal Committee meeting for the Bi-National negotiation process between the U.S. and Mexico. The purpose of the call was to continue discussions regarding potential water management strategies, salinity, and Treaty implementation.

On November 15th, staff participated in a conference call with Colorado River Basin State representatives to discuss the proposed development of an environmental impact statement (“EIS”) for the Glen Canyon Dam Long-Term Experimental and Management Plan (“LTEMP”).  Reclamation and the National Park Service are preparing an EIS to evaluate dam operations and identify management actions and experimental options that will provide a framework for adaptively managing operations of the dam for the next 15 to 20 years.  The purpose of the call was to discuss the LTEMP EIS scoping process and to consider the possibility of a coordinated effort to prepare a Basin States’ alternative for consideration by Reclamation, the Park Service and the Department of the Interior.

On November 15th, staff participated in a conference call with other ad hoc group members of the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Workgroup (“AMWG”).  The purpose of the call was to discuss the upcoming meeting on November 22nd with federal representatives to discuss the recommendation from the AMWG regarding the Workgroup’s desired future condition program goals.  The Workgroup, a federal advisory group formed under the Grand Canyon Protection Act of 1992, makes recommendations to the Secretary of Interior regarding proposed operation of Glen Canyon Dam with the goal of preserving and enhancing the ecology of Grand Canyon

On November 17th through the 18th, staff participated in a team meeting for the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study.  The purpose of the two-day meeting was to continue efforts to finalize the “current trends” scenario for water supplies and demands and to initiate the development of the other potential scenarios.

On November 21st, staff attended a meeting with Department, Arizona Water Bank Authority and Central Arizona Project representatives to continue discussions regarding the distribution of Arizona Water Banking Authority’s water firming credits. 

On November 22nd, staff attended an ad hoc group of the AMWG.  The purpose of the meeting was to review and discuss changes that were made by federal representatives to the recommendation from the AMWG regarding the Workgroup’s desired future condition program goals.  

On November 22nd, staff participated in a Colorado River Basin States Principal’s conference call with other Colorado River Lower Basin States representatives regarding the Bi-National process between the U.S. and Mexico and continued efforts to develop cooperative water management measures between the two countries. 

On November 22nd, staff participated in a conference call with staff from the Bureau of Reclamation Boulder City office to discuss how Reclamation plans to account for the carryover of equalization water in the Colorado River reservoir system from water year 2011 into water year 2012.  

On November 28th, staff participated in a follow-up call to the Basin States Principal’s conference call with other Colorado River Lower Basin States representatives regarding the Bi-National process between the U.S. and Mexico.  Efforts continue to develop cooperative measures between the two countries are in the process of being developed and discussed for possible inclusion into a future Minute. 

Recharge, Assured and Adequate Water Supply Programs
On November 4th, staff conducted a pre-recharge inspection at the Fountain Hills Sanitary District Underground Storage Facility ( USF Permit No. 71-591940).  Staff inspected one aquifer storage and recovery well and one monitor well and found them to be compliant with the USF permit.  The facility is now permitted to recharge up to 2,240.6 AFA of effluent water through a total of five ASR wells and monitored by four monitor wells.

On November 8th, staff attended a pre-application meeting with representatives from the City of Mesa to discuss a potential pilot recharge Underground Storage Facility application for the City’s Northwest Wastewater Treatment Facility, located upstream of the Loops 101 & 202 interchange. The requirements for a pilot USF application were discussed and the City felt confident that they would be able to meet those requirements in order to qualify the South Ponds Project for the pilot USF program.

On November 10th, staff attended a meeting with representatives with the City of Avondale to discuss Underground Storage Facility storage expansion scenarios.  The City owns several recovery wells in that may facilitate an increase in storage capacity through a streamlined permit modification process.

On November 16th, staff attended a pre-application meeting with Frank Blanco, Water District Director for Apache Junction Water Facility District (AJWCFD), to discuss the permitting process for Well #8 as an aquifer storage and recovery well to facilitate the recharge of up to 3,000 acre-feet of treated Central Arizona Project water.  AJWCFD has hired Southwest Groundwater as their consultant to rehabilitate the well and to evaluate Well #8’s suitability as an ASR well.

Active Management Areas
On November 2nd, staff attended a Salt River Project Water 101 Workshop.   The purpose of this workshop was to provide municipal and other external customers with a better understanding of SRP’s history, organization, the water rights associated with shareholder and other lands, water operations, water accounting, water management and planning, and other issues that affect SRP’s water business.

On November 4th, staff met with John Munderloh of Prescott Valley and Leslie Graser of the Town of Prescott to discuss water issues within the Prescott AMA. 
On November 7th, staff attended Congressman Raul Grijalva’s public briefing on Arizona groundwater.  The briefing was held at  the University of Arizona Water Resources Research Center.  Dr. James Leenhouts and Dr. Fred Tillman also presented a recently released study, "Water Availability and Use Pilot: Methods Development for a Regional Assessment of Groundwater Availability, Southwest Alluvial Basins, Arizona."

On November 28th, staff attended a meeting of the Tucson AMA Safe Yield Task Force. The meeting included discussion with ADWR’s modeling unit regarding the Tucson AMA’s groundwater model and how it can be used for future planning.

On November 28th, staff participated in a conference call with BLM regarding the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Sonoran Solar Energy Project in Rainbow Valley.
In November, AMA staff worked with right holders who had received citations for Failure to File their 2010 Annual Groundwater Withdrawal and Use Report.  Citations were sent to various types of water users within the five AMAs, including municipal providers, irrigation districts, grandfathered right holders, groundwater withdrawal permit holders, water storers, and those who recover water.  Approximately 125 citations were issued.
In November, staff also facilitated meetings of the Tucson AMA and the Pinal AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Councils.  The meetings included discussion on possible projects that may utilize Conservation/Augmentation funds that are collected through the water withdrawal fees and Virginia O’Connell from the Arizona Water Banking Authority presented the 2012 Plan of Operations.

Planning and Data Management Programs

Staff continued working on the Santa Cruz AMA Demand and Supply Assessment.  The Assessment is a compilation and study of historical water demand and supply characteristics for the Santa Cruz AMA from the year 1985 through 2006.  In addition, the Assessment will include a few different water supply and demand projection scenarios to the year 2025.  The Assessments for the other four AMAs have already been published and are available at www.azwater.gov .

Staff continued to work with Recharge staff to update 2009 and 2010 Long-Term Storage Account balances.

Staff resumed work on the ADWR online query and report tool in preparation for limited public testing.  The online query and report tool will allow members of the public to run commonly requested data queries and reports at any time, without having to wait for staff to fulfill their request.  The limited public testing began November 29th.

On November 17th, ADWR submitted a letter to Governor Brewer, recommending that both of the Arizona drought declarations be kept in place.  The recommendation came from the Governor’s Interagency Coordinating Group based on information provided at their November 10th meeting.  

 Also on the 17th, The 2011 Arizona Drought Preparedness Annual Report was sent to the Governor’s Office.  The report covers drought conditions and preparedness activities for water year 2011 (October 1, 2010 through September 30, 2011). 

Statewide Strategic Planning 

As part of the Department’s statewide planning efforts, staff participated in the following meetings: 

November 14th, Northeastern Arizona Indian Water Rights Settlement

November 16th, Yavapai County Water Advisory Committee meeting in Cottonwood

Engineering and Permitting Division

Dam Safety Inspections Program
ADWR performs periodic safety inspections of non-federal dams, identifies safety deficiencies and works with dam owners to correct deficiencies.  ADWR staff performed inspections of:

· Harquahala and Saddleback Dams operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County to provide flood protection for agricultural land and homes in Western Maricopa County.

· The Buckeye FRS Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Dams, operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County, located in western Maricopa County and provide flood protection for Interstate-10, the Town of Buckeye, and surrounding farming operations. Safety deficiencies identified at No. 1 Dam severe embankment cracking and inability to safely pass inflow design flood.  Safety deficiency identified at No. 1 Dam for inability to safely pass inflow design flood.

· Grant Morris, Billingsley, Lee, Indian Farms, Howard and Chesley-Wamslee Dams provide flood protection to irrigation canals and agricultural land near Safford in Graham County. 

· Riggs Reservoir Dam in Graham County used for water supply by the City of Safford.  

· West Cataract Creek, City, Santa Fe, and Kaibab Dams in Coconino County used for water supply and recreation by the City of Williams. Safety deficiencies identified at West Cataract Creek for lack of an adequate Emergency Action Plan and no upstream control for outlet pipe.  Safety deficiency identified at Santa Fe Dam for lack of an adequate Emergency Action Plan.  

· Little Reservoir Dam owned by the St. Johns Irrigation & Ditch Company in Apache County for irrigation.

· Lower Chase Creek Dam in Greenlee County owned by Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Morenci Operations for industrial uses.  

· The Evaporation Pond Dam at the Coronado Generating Station in Apache County operated by Salt River Project for industrial uses. 

· Phoenix Cement No. 1 Dam owned by The Phoenix Cement Company in Yavapai County for industrial uses.

· The Main PLS and Inlet Control Structure Dams located at the Carlotta Copper Mine in Pinal County for industrial uses. 

· Patagonia Lake Dam at Patagonia State Park in Santa Cruz County used for recreation.  

· Kennedy Park Dam in Pima County owned by the City of Tucson, Parks & Recreation Department for recreation.  Safety deficiency identified for inoperable outlet and inability to dewater reservoir in event of emergency conditions.

Dam Safety Permitting Program

ADWR must provide written approval prior to construction of a new dam, or the enlargement, repair, alteration or removal of an existing dam.  Projects are often for dam rehabilitation or correction of safety deficiencies.  ADWR staff:

· Monitored construction at Magma FRS Dam owned by Magma Flood Protection District in Pinal County, White Tanks FRS No. 4 Dam owned by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Palo Verde Evaporation Pond owned by the Arizona Public Service, Black Canyon Dam owned by AGFD in Navajo County, and Park Avenue Detention Basin Dam owned by Pima County Regional Flood Control District.

· Participated in rehabilitation planning and design meetings for the McMicken, Buckeye FRS No.1 and White Tanks FRS No. 4 Dams operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  The McMicken Dam meeting evaluated geologic hazards such as land subsidence and earth fissuring and how they might be accounted for in the planned rehabilitation of McMicken Dam.  The Buckeye No. 1 and White Tanks FRS No. 4Dam projects are intended to address safety deficiencies and maintain the flood control benefits to the downstream properties and infrastructure for the next 100 years.

· Participated in annual monitoring inspections of Powerline and Vineyard Road Dams located within areas of known ground subsidence and earth fissuring in Pinal County.  These dams have special monitoring in place to detect new earth fissuring.  In February 2011, ADWR approved construction plans to re-locate a portion of Powerline Dam crossing a known earth fissure.

Floodplain Management Program

As coordinating agency for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and as funded by federal grants, ADWR performs comprehensive assessments of community floodplain management programs, provides assistance to improve these programs, and works to increase community awareness of flood risk and promote flood mitigation.  ADWR staff:
· Attended a meeting in Nogales of the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors Advisory Committee on floodplain management and ordinances.  The advisory committee is comprised of 6 Nogales property owners and 3 unincorporated area property owners and was formed to solicit input from property owners that are affected by floodplain regulations.  A representative of FEMA Region IX was also in attendance.

· Chaired a meeting of the State Standards Work Group.   The Work Group develops standards and provides technical assistance to promote consistent, responsible floodplain management and watercourse use on a statewide basis.  Members include representatives from two urban counties, two rural counties and the Arizona Floodplain Management Association.

· Participated in panel discussions regarding disclosure issues associated with building in flood zones at the Scottsdale Realtors Workshop.  Floodplain management staff from the City of Scottsdale, Flood Control District of Maricopa County and FEMA Region IX also participated.

· Participated in the Arizona Floodplain Management Association’s semi-annual conference in Payson.  Staff met with floodplain administrators from across the State. Community outreach efforts are a requirement of our federal floodplain management grants.  All costs were paid using federal grant funds directed towards these efforts.

· Conduct a FEMA Elevation Certificate training workshop in Santa Cruz County.  The training provides assistance in compliance with National Flood Insurance Program requirements for development within flood-prone areas and will be attended by local officials, private registered land surveyors and engineers

Flood Warning Program

ADWR coordinates with local communities, state and federal agencies for the operation of flood warning systems, operates and maintains flood warning field equipment, and hosts and maintains a statewide flood warning website (www.afws.org).  ADWR staff:

· Performed annual maintenance on ADWR owned and maintained flood warning gauges located in Santa Cruz County.  Staff also performed reconnaissance work to determine the location for a precipitation and stage gauge at Lake Patagonia.  This work is being funded in part by an agreement between ADWR and the Santa Cruz County Flood Control District. 

Wells Notice of Intent Program

Prior to drilling a new well, or deepening or modifying an existing well, a person must file a Notice of Intent to Drill with ADWR.  ADWR licenses well driller, performs inspections to verify minimum well construction standards and obtain other factual data or access to required records.  ADWR staff:

· Performed a total of 11 well inspections in Maricopa (4), Cochise (1), Mohave (3), and Pima (3) Counties.

· Capped an open well near the Phoenix Internal Race Way in Maricopa County.

Surface Water Permits Program

ADWR performs field inspections prior to issuance of certificate of water right in order to verify the accuracy of information.  ADWR staff:

· Performed field inspections in Prescott, Flagstaff, Safford and Superior in preparation for issuing Certificates of Water Right.      

Surface Water Permitting 

On November 17th, Liza Logan, Surface Water Permitting Manager accompanied representatives from the Arizona State Land Department to a meeting in Safford to discuss proposed improvements on Noland’s Turtle Mountain Allotment located on US Bureau of Land Management and State Lands.  The meeting was held at the request of Larry Humphrey, a consultant for the Ruskin Lines Lease et al.    
Hydrology Division

During the month of November, Hydrology staff: 

· Completed field work on a gravity/bedrock study in the Butler Valley area in cooperation with the ASLD and AZGS. 

· Launched a water level data survey on the ADWR website designed to gain public and stakeholder feedback on ADWR water level data collection activities and potential data sharing opportunities

· Conducted annual Index line water level measurements throughout the state and maintained automated water level measuring sites network

· Continued work on groundwater model updates and reports
OUTREACH
Director’s Office 

On November 8th, Director Fabritz-Whitney held a Colorado River Advisory Council meeting.

On November 9th, Director Fabritz-Whitney and Senior Staff hosted a “Thank You!” event for all ADWR employees.

On November 9th & 28th, Deputy Director Lacey & Legislative Liaison Doug Dunham attended Representative Karen Fann’s Joint Legislative Study Committee on Salinity.

On November 10th, Director Fabritz-Whitney chaired the Governor’s Drought Interagency Coordinating Group meeting.

On November 15, Mr. Lacey attended the Arizona Power Authority meeting.

On November 16th, Mr. Lacey attended the Arizona COOP Table Top Exercise 2011.

On November 18th, Director Fabritz-Whitney attended the Southern Arizona Leadership Council meeting.

On November 18th, Senior staff hosted water resources field trip for JLBC,OSPB, SJC staff, which included visits to a Salt River Project well and recharge sites and other wells in the West Salt River Valley. 
On November 29th, Director Fabritz-Whitney met with Senator Gail Griffin to discuss the Senator’s goals for the upcoming session.
Water Planning Division
On November 17th, staff participated in a phone interview regarding Arizona’s drought plan with Dr. Anne Steinemann of the University of Washington.  Dr. Steinemann is leading a project funded by NOAA to learn about how the western states cope with drought, including: the role of a drought plan, the use of drought monitoring and forecast information, lessons learned, advice for others, needs for the future, and recommendations.

SUCCESS STATISTICS
During the month of November, the Department received, issued, or denied the following:

Engineering & Permits Division
Surface Water Rights Permits
Received:

1 
Application Appropriate Public Water

1 
Application for Certification

7 
Requests for Assignments

2 
Statement of Claim of Right

2 
Instream Flow Assessment Report

Issued:

1 
Permit to Appropriate Public Water

1 
Inspection Reports

1
Public Notice

1
Withdrawal of Application to Appropriate
5 
Requests for Proofs of Appropriations

31 
Assignment Completion Letters

Well Permits

Received:

204
Notices of Intent to Drill 

53
Notices of Intent to Abandon 

Issued: 

238
Notices of Intent to Drill

91
Notices of Intent to Abandon

1
Full-time Driller License

Processed:

33
Well Abandonment Completion Reports

19
Pump Installation Reports

160
Well Driller Logs

192
Requests to Change Ownership or Well Information Applications

Approved:

80  
Well Construction Variances

Groundwater Rights and Withdrawal Permits 

Received:

12
Notification of Change of Ownership of an Irrigation Grandfathered Right

2
Notification of Change of ownership and/or Change in Point of Withdrawal for a Type II Non-Irrigation Grandfathered Right

Issued:

21
Notification of Change of Ownership of Irrigation Grandfathered Right

3
Notification of Change of ownership and/or Change in Point of Withdrawal for a Type II Non-Irrigation Grandfathered Right

1
Recovery Well Permit
Water Planning Division

Assured & Adequate Water Supply Programs: 

Received Applications:



1
Assignments for Type B Certificate of Assured Water Supply 
1
Classification of a Type B Certificate of Assured Water Supply 

2
Reissuance of a Certificate of Assured Water Supply 
2 
Exemptions from the Requirement to Obtain CAWS 

2
Analysis of Assured Water Supply 

1 
Certificate of Assured Water Supply 
1 
Water Report

Issued:





1 
Classification of Type A Certificate of Assured Water Supply 


2
Water Reports 

2
Analysis of Assured Water Supply 

Recharge Program:

Received Applications:
2
Underground Storage Facility  


4
 Water Storage 
Issued: 


5 
Underground Storage Facility Permit 

7
 Water Storage Permit

1
Modification to a Groundwater Savings Facility Permit

WHAT'S NEXT


Director’s Office 

On December 5th, Deputy Director Lacey will represent ADWR at the Water Resources Research Center’s External Advisory Council meeting in Tucson.

On December 6th, Director Fabritz-Whitney and Legislative Liaison Dough Dunham will meet with Representative Russ Jones to discuss his committee’s goals for the upcoming session.
On December 6th, Deputy Director Lacey will attend the Decision Center for Desert Cities 2011 Water/Climate Briefing. The topic of discussion will be; Cotton, Condos, and Climate: Agriculture and Arizona’s Water Future.  Panelist include; Paco Ollerton, Cotton Grower, Jim Holway, Director, Western Lands and Communities, Brian Betcher, Manager, Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation and Drainage District, Pinal County, and Joe Sigg, Director of Government Relations, Arizona Farm Bureau. 

On December 7th, the Arizona Water Banking Authority will hold its 4th quarter meeting.  The agenda includes a discussion and approval of the 2012 Annual Plan of Operations.

Also on December 7th, Director Fabritz-Whitney and Legislative Liaison Doug Dunham have been asked to speak at the Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce Water Committee meeting.  The speech will include budget, legislation and other issues of interest.

On December 7th, Deputy Director Lacey will attend the International Boundary and Water Commission (IBWC) Binational Meeting regarding the Sanitation Projects for Ambos Nogales.  Participants include State and Federal agencies from the U.S. and Mexico. The meeting is being held in Rio Rico, Arizona.

On December 8th, Director Fabritz-Whitney will address the Water Rump Group. She will provide an update on ADWR’s legislative agenda.

On December 12th, Mike Lacey will attend the Line Siting Committee meeting in Tucson.

On December 13th, Director Fabritz-Whitney will be the Keynote speaker at the Mohave County Water Users Association meeting in Kingman.

On December 14-16, Director Fabritz-Whitney and staff will attend the annual Colorado River Water Users Association meeting in Las Vegas. .  The 2011 Conference will feature numerous presentations, panel discussions, and committee meetings of interest to Colorado River water users. Particular topics of focus will include Tribal water issues, Bi-National collaboration between the U.S. and Mexico, Colorado River Basin-wide water supply sustainability planning, environmental restoration projects, and Yuma desalinate. 
Water Planning Division

Colorado River 

On December 2nd, staff will participate in a follow-up call to last week’s Basin States Principal’s conference call with other Colorado River Lower Basin States representatives regarding the Bi-National process between the U.S. and Mexico.

On December 6th, staff will participate in a Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program (“MSCP”) Remedial Conservation Measures Fund conference call to continue discussions regarding the development of a Remedial Measures Fund for completed MSCP projects. The MSCP is a comprehensive, long-term multi-agency effort to conserve and affect the recovery of endangered species, while ensuring the certainty of existing river water and power operations. The MSCP Steering Committee is composed of water and power users and Federal and State agencies participating in the development and implementation of the program. The Committee works with Reclamation’s Program Manager to implement the program.

On December 7th, staff will participate in a conference call with CAP and Reclamation representatives.  The purpose of the call is to discuss the status of current year-end Colorado River water entitlement availability and CAP’s water diversion plans.

On December 7th, staff will attend a meeting with Department, Arizona Water Bank Authority and CAP representatives.  The purpose of this meeting will be to continue discussions regarding the distribution of Arizona Water Banking Authority’s water firming credits.
On December 13th, staff will participate in a conference call to continue discussions regarding the previous Basin States Principal’s conference call with other Colorado River Lower Basin States representatives regarding the Bi-National process between the U.S. and Mexico.  

Statewide Strategic Planning 

On December 1st, staff will attend the Yavapai County TAC meeting followed by the TWG meeting. The TAC is the Technical Advisory Committee to the WAC and the TWG is the Technical Working Group associated with the Central Yavapai Highlands Water Resource Management Study. On December 2, Gerry Wildeman will attend the Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Committee meeting in addition to the CPWAC TAC meeting.

On December 5th, staff will attend a presentation to the Mohave County Board of Supervisors in Kingman regarding the USGS model developed for the Hualapai, Detrital and Sacramento Valley basins. The model was developed with ADWR support.

On December 5th and 6th, staff will attend meetings associated with the Northern Arizona Indian Water Rights Settlement.

On December 8th, staff will attend a regularly scheduled meeting of the Arizona Commission for Indian Affairs.

Active Management Areas

On December 6th, staff will meet with the Town of El Mirage and their new Public Works Director to discuss water issues.

On December 7th, staff will participate in the Hyder Valley Solar Power Plant Environmental Impact Statement Process conference call.

On December 8th, staff will attend a West Valley Central Arizona Project Subcontractors meeting.  WESTCAPs are continuing to seek further funding to support their groundwater modeling efforts.

Data Management & AMA Planning

On December 6th & 7th, staff will attend the University of Arizona Water Resources Research Center’s project Connecting Environmental Water Needs to Arizona Water Planning meeting.  The purpose of the project is to engage water stakeholders across Arizona to further understand environmental water needs and build continuing efforts to address the increasing water demands of the state.

Staff will continue to work on developing a tool that will allow those required to file Large System Water Plan updates to do so online.  Those who file online will receive a receipt which will include the information they filed.  System Water Plan updates are due, as part of the Community Water System Program, every five years.  

Staff will also continue to update service area maps.  The updates are needed for several purposes, including calculating gallons per capita per day values, as part of the Municipal Gallons per Capita per day program, and for determining proximity of water lines to proposed new wells.
Engineering and Permitting Division 

Dam Safety

Staff will perform inspection of four dams operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  

On December 5th - 6th, staff will perform safety inspections of Apache Junction, Signal Butte and Spook Hill Dams which provide flood protection to the Cities of Apache Junction and Mesa.  On December 7th, staff will perform a safety inspection of Guadalupe Dam which provides flood protection and sediment control to Interstate 10, Town of Guadalupe and City of Tempe.

On December 8th, staff will participate in a monthly coordination meeting for ongoing construction at White Tanks No. 4 Dam operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  The rehabilitation project is intended to address safety deficiencies and maintain the flood control benefits to the downstream properties and infrastructure for the next 100 years.
On December 9th, staff will perform a safety inspection of Plains LPG Dam within the City of Glendale.  The dam is used in the industrial processing of natural gas and propane.

Staff will continue oversight of construction at Magma FRS Dam in Pinal County, Black Canyon Dam in Navajo County, and White Tanks FRS No. 4 and Palo Verde Evaporation Pond Dams in Maricopa County.

Floodplain Management

On December 5th - 6th, staff will attend FEMA RiskMAP meetings with the Flood Control Districts of Maricopa and Pima Counties.  The meetings will include review of the flood risk data that has been gathered to date, discussion on community flooding histories, development plans, flood risk concerns, stormwater and floodplain management activities and other daily operations that impact flood risk.  The meeting in Maricopa County will address the Agua Fria, Lower Salt and Middle Gila Watersheds.  The meeting in Pima County will address the Upper Santa Cruz Watershed.  

On December 7th, staff will attend a meeting to present the recently updated preliminary FEMA flood insurance rate maps for the City of Maricopa and discuss the appeals process and next steps.  The meeting will include representatives of Pinal County and the City of Maricopa.

Well Permits

On December 5th, staff will perform a well inspection in Yavapai County for the purpose of verifying minimum well construction standards and obtaining other factual data.

Hydrology Division
During the month of December Hydrology staff will: 

· Continue to collect annual index line measurements primarily in central AZ area

· Complete water level survey and publish results early in 2012

· Continue to work on groundwater model updates and reports

· Continue to maintain automated water level measurement network

