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Monthly Agency Report April 2011
Director’s Schedule
April 7th, Director Fabritz-Whitney has been invited to be a speaker at the City of Phoenix International Business Symposium. Her presentation is titled “Water Conservation in Arizona”

April 11th, meet with State Land Department regarding Lower Colorado River issues.

April 12th, met with Salt River Project regarding the Arizona Mexico Commission Water Committee work plan.  ADWR co-chairs this committee with SRP.

April 25th, meet with State Land Department regarding well registration ownership on State Land.

Water Resources Development Commission schedule:

April 15, full Commission meeting
April 19, full Environmental Working Group

April 26, Supply Subcommittee

Regional Water Planning Outreach Team
April 5, Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership meeting in Cordes Junction -- Tom Whitmer

April 7, Yavapai Appraisal Study Technical Work Group Meeting in Cottonwood -- Tom Whitmer

April 7, Yavapai Technical Advisory Committee Meeting in Cottonwood -- Tom Whitmer

April 7, Teaching a Class at NAU on the Sustainability of Water Resources  -- Tom Whitmer 

April 9, Upper San Pedro Partnership in Sierra Vista  -- Linda Stitzer

April 9, Gila Watershed Partnership in Safford -- Linda Stitzer

April 10, Sandia Lab /WSWC teleconference  -- Linda Stitzer

April 11, USGS water use report meeting in Tucson -- Linda Stitzer 

April 11, Sandia lab/ WSWC teleconference in Tucson -- Linda Stitzer
Water Management

April is Water Awareness month.  The Department and Arizona Municipal Water Users Association (AMWUA) launched this year’s Water Awareness Month campaign on April 1st with WaterAwarenessMonth.com, an interactive calendar that includes water-related activities, informational events, tips, and resources. 
During the second week of April, annual report reminders will be sent to the Community Water Systems outside of AMAs and INAs who file annual water use reports with the Department.  Annual Report Failure to File notices will be sent to the grandfathered right and permit holders, and water providers and storers, who have failed to file the Annual Water Withdrawal and Use report by the March 31st deadline.

On April 1st, the Recharge Team will meet with Carlos Ronstadt regarding BHP Copper’s water storage application to store CAP water at Roosevelt Water Conservation District.

On April 2nd, Conservation Coordinator Ruth Greenhouse provided display materials and handouts about Water Awareness Month and ADWR’s conservation website to Dobson Ranch for their Water Conservation Fair.
On April 6th, Groundwater Permitting Manager Scott Miller is scheduled to meet with representatives from the Town of Buckeye and Rita Maguire to discuss the Waterlogging conditions in the area.

 

On April 8th, Scott Miller will give a presentation on water rights and water issues within Irrigation Non-Expansion Areas (INAS) to realtors in Cochise County. 

On April 19, Ruth Greenhouse will attend the monthly conservation meeting of the Arizona Municipal Water Users Association conservation committee. Topics covered will include a wrap-up of the March 19 Fix-A- Leak event and progress-to-date on Water Awareness Month.
On April 20, Ruth Greenhouse, along with Jo Cook from the Arizona Municipal Water Users Association and Joanne Toms from the City of Glendale, will present “Behind the Scenes: Water Awareness Month 2011”for the University of Arizona Water Sustainability Program Water Speaker Series in Maricopa County.
On April 21st and 22nd, Laura Grignano, will attend the Law Seminars International Water and Energy Conference in Phoenix, AZ and will present on “Water Availability in Arizona and the Implications for New Energy Projects”. 

On April 28th, Planning staff, Pam Nagel and Lisa Williams will attend the Pinal AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Council meeting to present the Pinal AMA Demand and Supply Assessment.  The Assessment is a compilation and study of historical water demand and supply characteristics for the Pinal AMA from the year 1985 through 2006, and in addition, it presents seven water supply and demand projection scenarios to the year 2025.

On April 28, 2011, Ruth Greenhouse will attend the Statewide Conservation Information Share meeting hosted this quarter by the Central Arizona Project. 

On April 28th and 29th, Scott Miller will be a speaker at the Arizona Municipal Utilities Leadership Institute in Payson.  Mr. Miller will be presenting an update on the Department, participate in a group discussion on the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability and give a presentation on the Phoenix AMA’s water

Colorado River Management
On April 6th, Ms. Benemelis and Ms. McCraw will participate in a conference call with Bureau of Reclamation representatives to discuss Colorado River water entitlement transfer processes and CAWCD’s proposed ADD Water Program. The Program is intended to provide a mechanism for the acquisition, development and delivery of new water supplies for water users located in CAP's three-county service area.
On April 7th through the 8th, Ms. Benemelis, Mr. Gross and Deanna Ikeya will attend a two-day Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Project Team Meeting to discuss current study progress, review the Interim Report #1, and continue discussions for the development of Phases 3 and 4 of the study.  The purpose of the Basin Study Program is to evaluate current and future Colorado River water supply and demand imbalances through 2060. The Program will qualify the expected water supply shortfall for each of the Basin States and analyze response options including conservation, Colorado River operational changes and water supply augmentation.

April 14th, Ms. Benemelis, Mr. Gross and Ms. Ikeya will attend a Colorado River Basin State Technical Workgroup Committee Meeting.  Discussion items include an update of Colorado River Hydrology, Department of the Interior/Department of Energy hydrograph operating parameters, equalization release alternatives, Basin forecasting, Colorado River System Simulation modeling updates/refinements and the status of on-going projects and studies.

On April 22nd, Ms. Benemelis will attend the seventh of the eight planned development meetings at the Central Arizona Project (“CAP”) for the ADD Water Program.  Efforts continue to develop the Program, which is intended to provide a mechanism for the acquisition, development and delivery of new water supplies for water users located in CAP's three-county service area. An associated water supply acquisition program is also being developed for non-CAP service area water users.

On April 27th, Ms. Benemelis will attend a Steering Committee meeting for the Multi-Species Conservation Program (“MSCP”). The MSCP is a comprehensive, long-term multi-agency effort to conserve and effect the recovery of endangered species, while ensuring the certainty of existing river water and power operations. The MSCP Steering Committee is composed of water and power users and Federal and State agencies participating in the development and implementation of the program. The Committee works with Reclamation’s Program Manager to coordinate implementation of the program.  The purpose of the meeting will be to provide updates regarding ongoing and potential program projects, minor modifications to the Habitat Conservation Plan and to discuss the water accounting agreement for the program.
On April 28th, Ms. Benemelis will attend a Desert Landscape Conservation Cooperative (DLCC) meeting.  The DLCC is a partnership between federal agencies, states, tribes, universities and other entities that will provide science and critical tools to protect and conserve landscape and water resources through the development of informed resource management decisions.
Surface Water Rights Permitting

On April 4th, Director Fabritz-Whitney and staff will meet with Arizona Public Service and the Joseph City Irrigation Company (JCIC) to discuss their potential filings of applications to sever and transfer water rights currently held by JCIC for use at the APS Cholla Power Plant in Navajo County.  

Dam Safety

The following Dam Safety inspections are scheduled:

· On April 4th, Ms. Nicole Spence-Gibson will inspect three dams (Sunnycove, Sunset, and Casandro Wash) operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.   The dams provide flood protection to residential and commercial properties located in the Town of Wickenburg.

· April 11th and 12th, Ms. Spence-Gibson will also inspect four dams (East, West, Phoenix Detention No. 7 and North Mountain Flood Detention No. 3) owned by the City of Phoenix.  The dams provide flood protection to various residential and commercial properties located in the north valley.

· Date TBD, Mr. Chuck Merritt, P.E. will inspect two flood protection dams located in Graham County.  Judy Wash Dam is owned by the San Jose Canal Co. of Gila Valley Irrigation District and Foote Wash Dam is owned by Graham County.  Judy Wash Dam has an identified safety deficiency for the lack of an adequate emergency action plan. 

· Date TBD, Mr. Craig Brown will inspect three dams (Cholla Bottom Ash, Cholla Fly Ash, and Cholla Cooling Pond) owned by Arizona Public Service and used for industrial storage at the Cholla Power Plant at Joseph City in Navajo County. 

· Date TBD, Mr. Brown will also inspect Apache Station Ash/Scrubber Dam owned by Arizona Electric Power Cooperative, Inc.  This dam is located in Cochise County, and is used to store industrial flows.

Dam Safety staff will oversee construction activities at several dams:

· Construction of Park Avenue Dam by the US Army Corps of Engineers in Tucson.  Following construction the dams will be operated and maintained by the Pima County Regional Flood Control District.
· Safety improvements to the emergency overflow spillway at Black Canyon Dam in Navajo County.  This dam is owned by AGFD and impounds water for recreational and wildlife purposes.  The improvement is intended to address an identified safety deficiency. 

· Modifications to South Mountain Reservoir Dam owned by the City of Phoenix for water supply Plains LPG Dam owned by Plains LPG Services for industrial use in Maricopa County.

Dam Safety staff will participate in rehabilitation planning, design and construction meetings for several dams:

· On April 7th, Ms. Spence-Gibson will participate in the monthly coordination meeting to discuss the future rehabilitation of Buckeye FRS No.1 Dam, located in western Maricopa County.  The dam provides valuable flood protection for Interstate-10, other infrastructure, the Town of Buckeye, and surrounding farming operations.  On April 28th, Ms. Spence-Gibson will also participate in a Failure Mode Evaluation Analysis (FMEA) for the dam. An FMEA is a risk-based process for identifying critically vulnerable components of the dam as part of the planning for the overall rehabilitation.

· On April 15th, Ms. Spence-Gibson will participate in the White Tanks FRS No. 4 Phase I Rehabilitation pre-construction meeting.  An application for the work was submitted on December 1, 2010 and approved by ADWR on February 4, 2011.  Construction is anticipated to be completed by early 2012.

· On April 19th, Ms. Spence-Gibson will attend a stakeholder’s meeting sponsored by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County to discuss the future rehabilitation and replacement alternatives for Powerline, Vineyard Road, and Rittenhouse Flood Retarding Dams.  The three structures are located in the northwest Pinal County and protect approximately 169 square miles of residential, commercial, and agricultural land in both Maricopa and Pinal Counties from being flooded, and protect structures such as the CAP canal, Williams Gateway Airport, and the Loop 202 San Tan Freeway.

· On April 21st, Mr. Ravi Murthy P.E. and Ms. Spence-Gibson will meet with the Flood Control District of Maricopa County to discuss the rehabilitation of Saddleback FRS Dam, located in western Maricopa County.  The dam was built by the Natural Resources Conservation Service in the early 1980s to provide flood protection for farmland located in Harquahala Valley and the Town of Tonopah.

On April 20th, Ms. Spence-Gibson will attend the State Emergency Response and Recovery Plan (SERRP) meeting sponsored by the Preparedness Section of the Arizona Department of Emergency Management.  Stakeholders will discuss various Emergency Support Functions. 

Floodplain Management 

On April 6th, Flood Mitigation staff will attend a meeting of the directors from each of the county flood control districts.  Staff will present and discuss various aspects of the National Flood Insurance Program and flood hazard mapping and be available to answer questions for the directors. This is a semi-annual meeting sponsored by the Arizona Floodplain Management Association and will be held at the County Supervisors Association facilities in Phoenix. 

 
Flood Mitigation staff and a FEMA Region IX representative will conduct National Flood Insurance Program Community Assistance Visits for the City of Nogales and Santa Cruz County the week of April 18th. The visits will include field tours of recent development in the FEMA 100-year floodplain and office meetings to discuss or provide technical assistance for the communities’ floodplain management programs.










