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Monthly Agency Accomplishments Report: Sept & Oct 2010
GRANTS AND FUNDING

ADWR has been awarded a federal grant by the FEMA, Grant Programs Directorate of the Department of Homeland Security.  The $65,000 grant is made possible through the National Dam Safety Program and will be used in support of the ADWR Dam Safety Program during the federal fiscal year starting October 2010.  

Applications for grants to be considered for award during the Water Protection Fund’s FY2011 grant cycle were posted on the Water Protection Fund website for public comment beginning September 7th. Proposals can be viewed at http://www.azwpf.gov/ .

More than 20 projects were submitted for consideration. Public comment ends October 22nd.
PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

On September 15th, Director Guenther chaired the quarterly Arizona Water Banking Authority meeting. On the agenda were the Draft 2011 Plan of Operation and obtaining approval to take the draft Plan to the public for comment.  The Banking Authority also discussed potential amendments to the 2010 Plan of Operation that ends December 31, 2010.

On September 24th the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability met to hear updates from the five working groups on their progress of developing recommendations to increase the use of reclaimed water in Arizona. The groups are working hard to develop meaningful recommendations that can be implemented and noting the advantages and limitations of each one. The next meeting is scheduled for November 5th, at the Arizona Department of Water Resources, where discussion will focus on selecting final recommendations for implementation.
During the month of September, Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, facilitated meetings of the Santa Cruz AMA, Tucson AMA, and Prescott AMA,  Groundwater Users Advisory Councils. The Councils voted on their recommendation for the 2011 groundwater withdrawal fees. No changes were recommended from withdrawal fee levels in place for 2010.
On September 20th, Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, Conservation Coordinator Susan Craig and Water Resources Planner Laura Grignano, met with Ed Latimer, Technical Director of AMEC Earth and Environmental, to discuss options for stormwater and rainwater harvesting regulation and management in Arizona. ADWR is developing its policy concerning rainwater and stormwater harvesting as they relate to Arizona’s water resource laws and requirements and meetings such as the one with Mr. Latimer provide useful information.
On September 27th, Water Resource Planner, Laura Grignano attended the third meeting of the Tucson AMA’s Safe Yield Task Force (SYTF). The group is exploring ways to achieve Safe Yield in the Tucson AMA. The subcommittee was formed in response to the Tucson AMA Water Assessment conclusions that suggested that the Tucson AMA will not reach safe yield under most scenarios. The subcommittee is reviewing, updating and working from past recommendations of the original SYTF dating back to Governor Hull’s Water Management Commission.
On September 29th, Director Guenther signed the Decision and Orders for the cities of Avondale, El Mirage, Gilbert, Glendale, Mesa, Peoria, Phoenix, Scottsdale, Surprise, Tempe, and the Water Utility Community Facilities District (Apache Junction) which recognizes them as having a 100 year assured water supply (AWS). These designations are critical for these metro Phoenix water providers having certainty in their supply planning for the future. ADWR modeling staff completed support work for the AWS re-designation of many major cities in the metro-Phoenix area.  The work marked the culmination of about 2 years of intensive modeling and cooperative activities within ADWR and between several Phoenix AMA cities.

During the month of September, ADWR completed and published to the Department’s website (www.azwater.gov ), the Prescott AMA Demand and Supply Assessment.  The Assessment details historic water demand and supply characteristics from 1985 to 2006, and projects water use in seven supply and demand scenarios to the year 2025. The Assessment is ADWR’s foundational work in preparation for development of the Fourth Management Plan that will begin in earnest in 2011.
On September 27th, Water Resources Planner, Laura Grignano met with Irrigation Management Services in Casa Grande to discuss and review pending Agricultural Best Management Practices Program applications in the Pinal AMA.

On September 30th, ADWR granted Tempe approval to let water flow into Tempe Town Lake beginning this October 8th.  The City of Tempe has scheduled reopening of the lake by October 25th.  A permanent License of Approval to Operate the reconstructed dam will be issued following completion of all construction activities and acceptance of the required post construction documentation.

Dam Safety staff performed construction oversight inspections at four dams during the month of September.  The final construction inspection was performed for the permitted alteration to the Inlet Control Structure Dam owned by the Carlotta Copper Company in Pinal County.  Construction inspections were also performed for the permitted alteration to the South Mountain 1-ES3 Reservoir Dam owned by the City of Phoenix and Tempe Town Lake Dam owned by the City of Tempe.  On September 1st, Dam safety staff attended a pre-construction meeting for the Park Ave Basin Complex Dam owned by the Pima County Flood Control District.

Dam Safety staff performed safety inspections at four operating dams during the month of September.   Fredonia Dam, owned by the Town of Fredonia, is classified as unsafe with an elevated risk for failure due to embankment cracking, erosion, and the inability to safely pass the inflow design flood.  Masonry #2 dam is privately owned and located in Coconino County.  Short Creek Southside No. 1 Dam is owned by the Short Creek Southside Irrigation Company and located in Mohave County.  Green Valley Park Dam is owned by the Town of Payson and located in Gila County.

ADWR was very active in all things related to the Colorado River this month. Both Director Guenther and ADWR staff participated in a number of conference calls and meetings concerning an array of issues including: the development of a Minute to the 1944 Treaty between the U.S. and Mexico to address Colorado River shortage sharing and water management strategies; with other Colorado River Basin States’ representatives and their legal advisors to address the legal and implementation issues related to a U.S./Mexico Colorado River shortage sharing negotiations; with Arizona Public Service representatives to discuss Colorado River water use accounting issues in the Yuma area and water use by the Company’s power plant located in the Yuma Valley; between the Colorado River Basin States and the Assistant Secretary of Science and Water to discuss the proposed Colorado River hydrograph for the 2011 water year, the draft 2011 Annual Operating Plan and other Colorado River operational concerns; with the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study project team members to continue the process to develop alternative scenarios for future water demand schedules --  Sub-team members also continued with their efforts to identify climate change effects that will be incorporated into the demand evaluation process for the Study; with representatives from the U.S. and Mexico regarding the environmental monitoring program for the Cienega de Santa Clara associated with the pilot run of the Yuma Desalting Plant (YDP).  Located in Mexico, the Cienega represents one of the few remaining wetlands in the Colorado River Delta region. Currently, water in-flow to the Cienega is provided by brackish irrigation drainage water generated in the U.S.  In 1974, construction of the YDP was authorized for the purpose treating a portion of this water so it could be used to partially meet the U.S. Treaty obligation to Mexico. Other than operational testing in the early 1990s and a 3-month demonstration run in 2007, the plant has not been operated. Currently, the YDP is undergoing a pilot run for up to 18 months in duration to evaluate operational, maintenance and costs requirements associated with potential future long-term operation; with the Mohave County Water Authority (MCWA) Board to discuss Colorado River water issues.  The MCWA holds a Colorado River entitlement and has subcontracts with several of the MCWA members that utilize Colorado River water to support municipal and industrial water use within their respective service areas; and with Central Arizona Project to discuss Reclamation’s current Colorado River water use accounting process and its river operations and to discuss CAP system operations.

On September 23rd, Ms. Benemelis attended a Desert Landscape Conservation Cooperative (DLLC) meeting.  The DLLC is a partnership between federal agencies, states, tribes, universities and other entities that will provide science and critical tools to protect and conserve landscape and water resources through the development of informed resource management decisions. Later that day, she attended an Intentionally Created Surplus Policy meeting to continue the development of policy that governs the creation and storage of surplus Colorado River water supplies.

ADWR regional planning staff attended many meeting throughout the state with various rural groups:  areas of focus included the Upper San Pedro area, the Coconino plateau and Mohave County.

ADWR’s regional planning staff also made progress on Vol. 9 of the Arizona Water Atlas which is being funded, in part, by a grant from the WIFA board.  Volume 9 of the Atlas consists of both a water resource vulnerability and sustainability study that focuses on the entire state and will interface with the work being done by the Water Resource Development Commission. Staff also finished Volume 1 of the Atlas, which serves as an executive summary of Volumes 2-8.  This volume will be available on ADWR's website in early October.
OUTREACH

ADWR continued its permitting outreach to stakeholders and applicants across all permitting programs, including Assured and Adequate, Groundwater and Dam Safety. On September 1st, ADWR staff met with Stu Spaulding Engineer for the Town of Taylor, to discuss the Town’s application to modify its existing Designation of Adequate Water Supply. On September 2nd, Dam Safety staff met with Dibble Engineering, consultant for the City of Yuma, to discuss the application package and design issues for the pending construction application for flood protection Smucker Park Dam. On September 13th, ADWR staff met with representatives from Belkin Industries to discuss a complex conveyance of multiple Irrigation Grandfathered Rights and owners that will be submitted. Also on September 13th, they met with the Town of Buckeye’s City Manager, Steve Cleveland and representatives from the Westpark Development to discuss service areas and well permitting. On September 28th, staff met with Ben Belkin, General Manager for Walton Development & Management (USA) Inc., to discuss the application for the Sunland Analysis of Assured Water Supply. Other meeting attendees include; Larry Onyskow, HydroLogic, Roberta Bowen, HydroLogic and Tom McLean, CH2M Hill. On September 29th, ADWR staff met with Allen George of Coates Irrigation to discuss a proposal to supply Club West Golf Course with groundwater withdrawn pursuant to Grandfathered Groundwater Rights.

On September 8th, Drought Coordinator, Susan Craig was a presenter at the Pima County Local Drought Impact Group meeting. Ms. Craig gave a drought status update and information on the upcoming Arizona Drought Preparedness Annual Report, due to the Governor’s office on November 15th, 2010. 

On September 9th and 15th, ADWR Flood Mitigation staff participated in the Arizona Floodplain Management Association’s (AFMA) “Roadshow” in Tempe and Glendale. Local officials from 26 communities and four tribes in Maricopa County were invited to learn about state and federal floodplain management regulations and requirements, and to identify where AFMA and ADWR can offer assistance.

On September 15th, 16th, and 22nd, ADWR’s Steve Dolan conducted a Community Assistance Visit (CAV) field tour and office CAV meeting with Pima County. The visit began with a field tour to photograph and document development within the FEMA 100-year floodplain. Field photographs and documents were then discussed during the office meeting to evaluate the County's overall floodplain management program.

On September 13th, Dam Safety staff attended the second of four stakeholder’s meeting sponsored by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County and Kimley Horn and Associates.  The rehabilitation and replacement alternatives for the Powerline, Vineyard Road, and Rittenhouse Flood Retarding Structures were discussed.  All structures are located in the northwest Pinal County and protect approximately 169 square miles of residential, commercial, and agricultural land in both Maricopa and Pinal Counties from being flooded, and protect structures such as the CAP canal, Williams Gateway Airport, and the Loop 202 San Tan Freeway. The structures are all high hazard potential dams. Powerline is currently classified as unsafe.

On September 15th, Groundwater Permitting Manager, Scott Miller and Water Resources Planner, Laura Grignano met with Patrick Goin of Innovative Sports Ventures. Mr. Goin had requested a meeting with Department staff to discuss due diligence with compliance with the water use and reporting on the Orange Tree Golf Course. 

On September 16th, Brian Cosson participated in the Multi-Agency Task Force (MATF) meeting. The MATF is comprised of multiple levels of government and other stakeholders, including SRP. The purpose of the meeting was to share flood warning information and receive input about the Department’s statewide flood warning system and website (www.AFWS.org).

On September 23rd, Water Resources Planner, Laura Grignano, presented the basic water laws of Arizona to the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Resources Advisory Council (RAC). The RAC is a statewide 15-member council that provides advice to the BLM on a variety of multiple use resource programs and issues. 

On September 29th, Flood Mitigation staff conducted a Community Assistance Contact (CAC) conference call with staff from the Town of Chino Valley. The purpose of the CAC was to share flood insurance related information; discuss the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for accuracy and the need for additional flood data; discuss the Town's current floodplain management regulations and procedures for development review, permits and inspections; discuss variances and enforcement procedures; and to offer general technical assistance to staff.

SUCCESS STATISTICS

SPECIAL EVENTS

AWARDS AND HONORS

LEGISLATION AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS

EFFICIENCY REVIEW

WHAT’S NEXT OCTOBER 2010
PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

On October 4th, ADWR will perform the annual mailing of 740 new use summons to potential claimants within the Gila River and Little Colorado River adjudications.  Once a year new use summons are served by certified mail to applicants that may have initiated new water uses by filing notices of intent to drill new wells or applications for surface water uses.  This year we will serve new use summons to applicants that may have initiated new water uses between January 1, 2009 and December 31, 2009.  Each piece of certified mail consists of a summons, information brochure, general information letter, and a postcard specific to the adjudication watershed in which the new water may have been initiated.  The number of new use summons that will be mailed out for the Gila River adjudication is 604 and for the Little Colorado River adjudication it is 136.  

On October 6th and 7th, Drought and Conservation Coordinator, Susan Craig, will attend and present at the 2010 WaterSmart Innovations Conference. Ms. Craig will co-present with the Environmental Protection Agency to provide information on Arizona's community-based social marketing effort designed to foster water-efficient behavior. The conference will be held in Las Vegas, Nevada. Ewing Irrigation is sponsoring the trip. 

 

On October 7th, Director Herbert Guenther and staff will participate in a meeting with the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR). Randy Chandler of the BOR requested this meeting to discuss the Secretary of the Interior's plan to maximize recharge credits for the 28,200 acre-feet of effluent water in the Santa Cruz River, and potential changes to State Law on managed recharge credits. Attending on behalf of the BOR is Randy Chandler, Lawrence Marquez, John Bodenchuk, and Eric Holler.
On October 13th, Drought Coordinator, Susan Craig, will give a monthly drought status update and information on the upcoming Arizona Drought Preparedness Annual Report that is due to the Governor’s office on November 15th, at the Mohave County Local Drought Impact Group meeting. The meeting will be attended via phone, but held in Kingman.

 
On October 22nd, ADWR will host the Water Resources Development Commission for its second meeting. The primary discussion will be an overview from the working group chairs on initial meetings with work group members that were held in early October and plans to meet the aggressive work plan schedule required to meet the 2011 report deadline. The work groups include Population, Water Supply and Demand, Environment, and Finance.  The working group schedule is:

Friday, October 15 – Population Projections, 9:00 a.m., ADWR Verde conference rooms
Tuesday, October 19 – Water Supply & Demand, 1:00 p.m. Bureau of Reclamation office, 6150 W Thunderbird
Wednesday, October 20 – Environmental, 10:00 a.m., ADWR Verde conference rooms
Thursday, October 21- Finance, 2:00 p.m., ADWR (conference room to be determined)
On October 25th, Water Resources Planner, Laura Grignano will attend the fourth meeting of the Tucson AMA’s Safe Yield Task Force (SYTF). The group is exploring ways to achieve Safe Yield in the Tucson AMA. 
On October 28th, Water Management Division Assistant Director, Sandra Fabritz-Whitney will facilitate a meeting of the Pinal AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Council. The meeting will include a presentation from the Tohono O’odham Nation on a water settlement proposal for the Sif Oidak District.  

Toward the end of the month (date in October yet to be determined), Drought Coordinator Susan Craig, will coordinate and attend the State Drought Monitoring Technical Committee's quarterly meeting. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss drought status in Arizona. The meeting will be held at the National Weather Service office in Tempe. 

Dam safety staff is scheduled to perform construction oversight inspections at three dams including Tempe Town Lake Dam in Tempe, South Mountain 1-ES3 Reservoir Dam in South Phoenix and Black Hill Tank Dam owned by the City of Scottsdale. Staff will attend a meeting October 13th, to discuss comments on the 90% rehabilitation design for the White Tanks #4 Flood Retarding Structure.  This dam has a high hazard potential and has safety deficiencies for deteriorated outlet works, obstructed spillway and embankment cracking.  The dam is owned by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County and provides flood control to Goodyear.

ADWR continues its extensive involvement with Colorado River issues throughout the month:

On October 1st, Tricia McCraw with Colorado River Management will attend a meeting with Salt River Project, Central Arizona Project, Agribusiness Council of Arizona, Arizona Municipal Water Users’ Association representatives to initiate the process of designing Arizona’s display for the Colorado River Water Users’ Association (CRWUA) 2010 conference in Las Vegas, NV. The CRWUA is a non-profit, non-partisan organization which was formed to plan, study, formulate and make recommendations regarding methods to protect and safeguard the interests of Colorado River water users. At its annual conference, CRWUA updates and adopts a comprehensive set of resolutions addressing the major issues that address the use and further development of the Colorado River Basin’s water supply. 
On October 4th, Perri Benemelis and Don Gross will be attending both a Colorado River Augmentation and Shortage Consultation meetings with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and Colorado River Basin States’ representatives. The purpose of the water supply augmentation meeting is to discuss recent findings regarding research associated with methods to augment Colorado River water supplies. During the Colorado River shortage and implementation consultation, representatives will discuss current and potential near-future water supply availability and potential water supply reductions.  

During October 5th through October 6th, Mr. Gross will attend Colorado River Salinity Control Forum’s Technical Workgroup meetings.  In June 1974, Congress enacted the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Act, Public Law 93-320, which directed the Secretary of the Interior to proceed with a program to enhance and protect the quality of water for use in the U.S. and Mexico. Public Law 104-20 of July 28, 1995, authorized the Secretary of the Interior to implement a Basinwide salinity control program. The program is governed by the Salinity Control Forum. The Work Group, which provides technical support to the Forum, will be discussing the Natural Resources Conservation Service projects in the Upper Colorado River Basin, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s study of the Paradox Valley, Colorado brine injection well field alternatives, the Forum’s Triennial Review report, and other salinity related issues.

On October 6th, Ms. McCraw will attend a Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program (MSCP) Steering Committee Workgroup Meeting. The MSCP Steering Committee is composed of water and power users and Federal and State agencies participating in the development and implementation of the program. The Committee works with Reclamation’s Program Manager to coordinate implementation of the program.  The purpose of the meeting will be to provide updates regarding ongoing and potential program projects and minor modifications to the Habitat Conservation Plan for the program.

On October 7th, Ms. Benemelis and Colorado River Management staff will meet with U.S. Bureau of Reclamation personnel to discuss Reclamation’s strategy for delineating the Colorado River water accounting surface for the purpose of identifying Colorado River water users that acquire water from the river aquifer.

On October 18th, Ms. Benemelis and Mr. Gross will attend a Colorado River Basin States Technical Meeting.  The purpose of this meeting is to discuss Colorado River operations and hydrologic conditions for the remainder of calendar year 2010 and the projected reservoir operations and hydrologic conditions for calendar year 2011.  Later that day, they will also attend a meeting to review and discuss the Intentionally Created Surplus and Direct Shortage Supply procedures that are being developed for Lower Colorado River water users.

On October 19th, Ms. Benemelis and Mr. Gross will attend a Colorado River Basin Study Project Team Meeting to update the project team on the status of the study, report on progress of the sub-teams’ work, and review preliminary study scenario storylines.

On October 27th, Ms. Benemelis and Ms. McCraw will attend a Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program Steering Committee meeting. The purpose of the meeting will be to discuss the Final Implementation Report, FY2011 Work Plan and Budget, FY2009 Accomplishment Report and Resolution 10-007 for the program.

On October 28th, Ms. Benemelis will attend a Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group (CAHG) meeting in which U.S. Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution representatives will brief CAHG members on the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup (AMWG) Charter Assessment and Survey results. Information will be used by the CAHG in its effort to develop a recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior to modify the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the AMWG.  The Workgroup, a federal advisory group formed under the Grand Canyon Protection Act of 1992, makes recommendations to the Secretary of Interior regarding proposed operation of Glen Canyon Dam with the goal of preserving and enhancing the ecology of Grand Canyon.

OUTREACH
On October 13th, Deputy Director Smith and ADWR staff will participate in the annual EPA/Arizona Agriculture meeting joining representatives from Arizona’s Department of Agriculture, ADEQ, NRCS, and EPA Region 9 in discussions about water-related issues as they affect Arizona agriculture.

On October 15th, Director Guenther will participate, along with other community leaders, in the Morrison Institute Informed Perception Project commissioned by APS. The director is working with others to assist Morrison and APS develop a methodology the utility will use going forward for its major projects and efforts.

On October 27th through October 30th, Director Guenther will attend the Western States Water Council Fall meeting.  Director Guenther is the incoming Chairman for the Water Resources Committee. Western States Water Council serves as an arm of the Western Governors’ Association, providing reports and recommended policies for the governors’ consideration.

October 27th through October 29th, Floodplain Management staff will participate in the Arizona Floodplain Management Association’s semi-annual conference in Flagstaff. Staff will meet with floodplain administrators from across the State and FEMA representatives, and take part in several presentations during the conference. Community outreach efforts are a requirement of our federal floodplain management grants. All costs will be paid using federal grant funds directed towards these efforts.

On October 29th, Deputy Director will participate in the Town of Oro Valley water summit to discuss water resource issues within the state. Others on the panel include representatives from the Tucson AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Council, ADEQ and water attorney Rita Maguire. The purpose of the water summit is to provide information to the Town’s council and water advisory committee.
During October, Flood Mitigation staff will conduct Community Assistance Contact (CAC) conference calls with staff from the NFIP communities of:  Benson, Lake Havasu City, Oro Valley, and Quartzsite. The purpose of the CAC is to share flood insurance related information; discuss the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for accuracy and the need for additional flood data; discuss the community’s current floodplain management regulations and procedures for development review, permits and inspections; discuss variances and enforcement procedures; and to offer general technical assistance to staff.

ADWR’s regional water planners Tom Whitmer and Linda Stitzer will attend several meetings in October with watershed partnerships and organizations including those for the Upper San Partnership, the Coconino Plateau, the Sierra Vista Water Management District interim board, Yavapai Water Advisory Committee and these specific meetings:
October 5, Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership meeting in Cordes Junction

October 5, Just Water Meeting of Rural Participants in Flagstaff

October 7, Presentation to the town of Meadview in Mohave County by Hualapai Tribe.











