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Monthly Agency Accomplishments Report October/November 2010
GRANTS AND FUNDING

PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

Water Resource Development Commission
On October 15th, the Population Committee of the Water Resources Development Commission (HB 2661), held their first meeting. The Population Committee has been tasked with: preparing population forecasts for each county and groundwater basin in the state, developing population scenarios as appropriate, testing the forecasts with other population specialists, developing population projections for 25, 50 and 100 years into the future, and preparing a summary of findings and recommendations including needed studies and research by November 30, 2010. Water Resource Specialist, Pam Nagel represents the Department on this committee.  The Committee also met on October 26th to discuss methodologies for disaggregating statewide projections to basin and county. The next meeting is scheduled for November 9th. 
Colorado River Programs
During the month of October, Director Guenther and ADWR staff participated in several conference calls with the Basin States Principals to identify and discuss issues that the Basin States have concerning the Bi-National process between the U.S. and Mexico. The purpose of the cooperative process is to develop a Minute to the 1944 Treaty between the two countries to address Colorado River shortage sharing and water management strategies. These discussions ended with a meeting at ADWR on October 20th at which Director Guenther and ADWR staff, along with other Colorado River Basin States representatives, discussed with Secretary of the Interior Salazar Basin States’ issues concerning the Bi-National process between the U.S. and Mexico to address shortage sharing, the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup Charter and the 2011 Annual Operating Plan for the Colorado River Reservoir system.  

On October 4th, ADWR’s Perri Benemelis and Don Gross attended a Colorado River Augmentation and Shortage Consultation meetings with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and Colorado River Basin States’ representatives. The purpose of the water supply augmentation meeting was to discuss recent findings regarding research associated with methods to augment Colorado River water supplies. During the Colorado River shortage and implementation consultation, representatives discussed current and potential near-future water supply availability and potential water supply reductions.  

During October 5th through October 6th, Mr. Gross attended Colorado River Salinity Control Forum’s Technical Workgroup meetings.  In June 1974, Congress enacted the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Act, Public Law 93-320, which directed the Secretary of the Interior to proceed with a program to enhance and protect the quality of water for use in the U.S. and Mexico. Public Law 104-20 of July 28, 1995, authorized the Secretary of the Interior to implement a Basinwide salinity control program. The program is governed by the Salinity Control Forum. The Work Group, which provides technical support to the Forum, discussed the Natural Resources Conservation Service projects in the Upper Colorado River Basin, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s study of the Paradox Valley, Colorado brine injection well field alternatives, the Forum’s Triennial Review report, and other salinity related issues.

On October 6th, ADWR’s Tricia McCraw attended a Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program (MSCP) Steering Committee Workgroup Meeting. The MSCP Steering Committee is composed of water and power users and Federal and State agencies participating in the development and implementation of the program. The Committee works with Reclamation’s Program Manager to coordinate implementation of the program.  The purpose of the meeting was to provide updates regarding ongoing and potential program projects and minor modifications to the Habitat Conservation Plan for the program. Agenda items for the October 27th meeting were also discussed.

On October 7th, Ms. Benemelis and ADWR’s Colorado River Management staff met with U.S. Bureau of Reclamation personnel to discuss Reclamation’s strategy for delineating the Colorado River water accounting surface for the purpose of identifying Colorado River water users that acquire water from the river aquifer.  Other issues discussed included operations to control the salinity of Colorado River water delivered to Mexico and the Arizona proposal for distributing shortages among Arizona Colorado River water users.

On October 18th, Ms. Benemelis and Mr. Gross attended a Colorado River Basin States Technical Meeting.  The purpose of this meeting was to discuss Colorado River operations and hydrologic conditions for the remainder of calendar year 2010 and the projected reservoir operations and hydrologic conditions for calendar year 2011.  Later that day, they attended a meeting to review and discuss the Intentionally Created Surplus and Direct Shortage Supply procedures that are being developed for Lower Colorado River water users.

During the month of October, Ms. Benemelis and Mr. Gross attended Colorado River Basin Study Project Team Meetings to update the project team on the status of the study, report on progress of the sub-teams’ work, and review preliminary study scenario descriptions.

On October 21st, Ms. Benemelis participated in a meeting at Reclamation’s Yuma Area Office to discuss Colorado River water deliveries, return flow to the system, drainage pumping and salinity operations in the Yuma area.

On October 27th, Ms. Benemelis and Ms. McCraw attended a Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program Steering Committee meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the Final Implementation Report, FY2011 Work Plan and Budget, FY2010 Accomplishment Report and several program resolutions and modifications to the Habitat Conservation Plan.

On October 28th, Ms. Benemelis attended a Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group (CAHG) meeting in which U.S. Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution representatives will brief CAHG members on the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup (AMWG) Charter Assessment and Survey results. Information will be used by the CAHG in its effort to develop a recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior to modify the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the AMWG.  The Workgroup, a federal advisory group formed under the Grand Canyon Protection Act of 1992, makes recommendations to the Secretary of Interior regarding proposed operation of Glen Canyon Dam with the goal of preserving and enhancing the ecology of Grand Canyon.
Adjudication Support
In October Adjudications Support staff performed the annual mailing of new use summons to potential claimants within the Gila River and Little Colorado River adjudications.  Once a year new use summons are served by certified mail to applicants that may have initiated new water uses by filing notices of intent to drill new wells or applications for surface water uses.  This year we will serve new use summons to applicants that may have initiated new water uses between January 1, 2009 and December 31, 2009.  Each piece of certified mail consists of a summons, information brochure, general information letter, and a postcard specific to the adjudication watershed in which the new water may have been initiated.  The number of new use summons mailed out for the Gila River adjudication was 604 and for the Little Colorado River adjudication it was 136.  

Dam Safety 

Dam Safety staff performed the following dam inspections during the month of October 2010:

· Construction oversight inspections at the South Mountain 1-ES3 Reservoir Dam.  The dam is owned by the City of Phoenix and is located in South Phoenix.  The construction consists of installing a 48-inch diameter inlet pipe and associated control valves beneath the embankment and reservoir floor.  This improvement will assist the City of Phoenix's efforts to operate the reservoir in a fill and draw mode and to eliminate short-circuiting of water in the reservoir.

· Construction oversight inspection at Black Hill Tank Dam located in Maricopa County and owned by the City of Scottsdale.  The construction consists of removal of the dam.

· Dam safety inspections of Lower Chase Creek and New Town No. 2 Dams located in Greenlee County and owned by Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Morenci Operations.  ADWR is working with the dam owner to resolve a safety deficiency identified at New Town No. 2 Dam for lack of engineering documentation.  There is no safety deficiencies associated with Lower Chase Creek Dam.

· Dam safety inspections of City, Santa Fe, West Cataract Creek and Dogtown Dams located in Coconino County and owned by the City of Williams.  West Cataract Creek and Dogtown Dams have safety deficiencies for lacking upstream controls on the outlet pipes and lack of adequate emergency action plans. Santa Fe Dam has a safety deficiency for lack of an adequate emergency action plan.  There are no safety deficiencies associated with City Dam. 

· Dam safety inspections of privately-owned Walnut Canyon Dam located in Coconino County.  ADWR is working with the dam owner to resolve an “unsafe” classification for uncertain stability during extreme events.  There is also no emergency action plan for this dam. 

On October 6th, Dam Safety staff held a pre-application meeting with the City of Phoenix and their consultant, HDR, for the alteration of Hedgepeth Hills Dam.  The alteration consists of repairing the reservoir liner.  The dam is considered to be high hazard potential and is used for water supply.

On October 12th, Dam safety staff participated in a conference call with the US Army Corps of Engineers and their engineering consultant regarding the investigation methods of the cause of cracking identified in the Clay Avenue Wash Dam located in Coconino County and owned by the City of Flagstaff.

On October 13th, Dam Safety staff participated in a meeting to discuss review comments on the proposed rehabilitation design for the White Tanks No. 4 located in Maricopa County and owned by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  The project is intended to resolve safety deficiencies for deteriorated outlet works, obstructed spillway and embankment cracking.  The dam provides flood control to the City of Goodyear.

On October 20th, Dam Safety staff participated in a “Seepage Workshop” sponsored by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  Potential dam seepage situations and remediation options for the 22 dams operated and maintained by the County were discussed as well as the thresholds on when to take action and the frequency and level of monitoring.

Floodplain Management 

On October 26th, in Flagstaff, Flood Mitigation staff participated in a disaster field tour and meeting with FEMA Region IX and Coconino County staff to discuss any outstanding National Flood Insurance Program issues related to the flooding resulting from the Schultz Fire Disaster. This meeting was in response to the Mitigation Operational Objectives identified in the recent Disaster Declaration #1940.

October 27th through October 29th, Floodplain Management staff participated in the Arizona Floodplain Management Association’s semi-annual conference in Flagstaff.  Staff met with floodplain administrators from across the State and FEMA representatives, and took part in several presentations during the conference.  Community outreach efforts are a requirement of ADWR’s federal floodplain management grants.  All costs were paid using federal grant funds directed towards these efforts.

During October, Flood Mitigation staff conducted Community Assistance Contact (CAC) conference calls with staff from the NFIP communities of:  Benson, Lake Havasu City, Oro Valley, and Quartzsite. The purpose of the CAC is to share flood insurance related information; discuss the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for accuracy and the need for additional flood data; discuss the community’s current floodplain management regulations and procedures for development review, permits and inspections; discuss variances and enforcement procedures; and to offer general technical assistance to staff.

Surface Water Rights Permitting 

On October 29th, Permitting staff issued substantive review comments to Salt River Project (SRP) regarding two applications for severing and transferring existing surface water right claims on the San Pedro River from historically irrigated lands to instream flow rights for the beneficial use of wildlife.
Active Management Areas –Water Management
On October 7th, Director Herbert Guenther and ADWR staff participated in a meeting with the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR). Randy Chandler of the BOR Phoenix Area Office requested this meeting to discuss the Secretary of the Interior's plan to maximize recharge credits for the 28,200 acre-feet of effluent water in the Santa Cruz River, and potential changes to State Law on managed recharge credits. 

Also on October 7th, Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Groundwater Permitting Manager Scott Miller met with David Iwanski and Gerry Postemeth to discuss the City of Goodyear’s pending applications for designation of assured water supply. 

On October 13th, Assured & Adequate Water Supply Section staff met with representatives of the City of Show Low and their hydrologists from Clear Creek Associates to discuss Show Low’s potential application to modify its Designation as having an Adequate 100 year water supply.

Also on October 13th, Assured & Adequate Water Supply Section staff met with Brian Mings of Courtland Homes to discuss change of ownership of several existing Certificates of Assured Water Supply.

On October 28th, ADWR’s Susan Craig hosted the State Drought Monitoring Technical Committee's quarterly meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss drought status in Arizona. The agenda included: a review of drought maps and conditions, drought impact data from Local Drought Impact Groups representatives, and recommendations to the Governor’s Drought Interagency Coordinating Group.

ADWR’s staff completed the Phoenix AMA Assessment document, and continued working on the Santa Cruz and Pinal AMA Assessments, which should be completed by the end of the year.  The Assessments are historical studies of water demand and supplies and projections of water use to the year 2025.  The Phoenix AMA Assessment will be presented to the Phoenix AMA Groundwater Advisory Council at its November meeting and then posted on the ADWR website for public review.

OUTREACH

On October 1st, ADWR’s Tricia McCraw attended a meeting with Salt River Project, Central Arizona Project, Agribusiness Council of Arizona, Arizona Municipal Water Users’ Association representatives to initiate the process of designing Arizona’s display for the Colorado River Water Users’ Association (CRWUA) 2010 conference in Las Vegas, NV. The CRWUA is a non-profit, non-partisan organization which was formed to plan, study, formulate and make recommendations regarding methods to protect and safeguard the interests of Colorado River water users. At its annual conference, CRWUA updates and adopts a comprehensive set of resolutions addressing the major issues that address the use and further development of the Colorado River Basin’s water supply. 
On October 6th and 7th, ADWR’s Susan Craig, presented at the 2010 WaterSmart Innovations Conference. Ms. Craig co-presented with the Environmental Protection Agency to provide information on Arizona's community-based social marketing effort designed to foster water-efficient behavior. The conference was held in Las Vegas, Nevada. Ewing Irrigation sponsored the trip. 

On October 13th, Ms. Craig, gave a drought status update to the Mohave County Local Drought Impact Group meeting on the Arizona Drought Preparedness Annual Report that is due to the Governor’s office on November 15th. The meeting was held in Kingman.

On October 19th, ADWR’s Ruth Greenhouse attended the monthly meeting of the Arizona Municipal Water Users Association (AMWUA) Conservation Committee. The meeting included: 1) Updates on the September 24th Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability meeting and Conservation/Recycling/Efficiency/Energy Nexus Working Group meetings, 2) discussion on AMWUA’s Facility Manager’s Guide revisions, 3) update on the ADWR community based social marketing project, and 4) a report on the WaterSmart Innovations 2010 conference in Las Vegas October 6 – 10.  

On October 25th, ADWR’s Laura Grignano attended the fourth meeting of the Tucson AMA’s Safe Yield Task Force (SYTF). The group is exploring ways to achieve Safe Yield in the Tucson AMA. 

On October 28th, ADWR’s Scott Miller facilitated a meeting of the Pinal AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Council. The meeting included a presentation from the Arizona Water Banking Authority on their Draft 2011 Annual Plan of Operations. 

Also on October 28th, Water Management Assistant Director, Sandra Fabritz-Whitney spoke at a luncheon for the American Council of Engineering Companies of Arizona (ACEC). Ms. Fabritz-Whitney gave an update on what’s new at the Department. ACEC is a national business organization of engineering consulting firms engaged in private practice. Statewide, there are approximately 250 member firms, representing over 5000 employees in the engineering community. 

Also on October 28th, ADWR’s Laura Grignano attended the quarterly board meeting of the Irrigation Management Service (IMS) held at the Casa Grande office. The meeting included a budget update, contract review and a review of quarterly reports. 

WHAT’S NEXT November 2010
Grants and Funding

Programs and Initiatives

On November 5th, Director Guenther will chair the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability. The Panel will review and discuss the summary of 26 proposed issue recommendations to increase water sustainability in Arizona. These recommendations will be included in the final report that is due to the Governor’s Office on November 30th.  There is also a meeting scheduled for November 19th. 

Colorado River Programs
On November 2nd, ADWR staff will participate in a webinar for the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study.  The Water Supply Subteam will make a presentation on the progress of developing water supply scenarios for the Colorado River.  These scenarios will take into account the effects of climate change (temperature and precipitation) as projected by various global circulation models.  The Water Supply sub-team has been developing procedures to downscale the results of the models to the Colorado River Basin. The purpose of the Study is to evaluate current and future Colorado River water supply and demand imbalances through 2060. The Basin Study Program will qualify the expected water supply shortfall for each of the Basin States and analyze response options including conservation, Colorado River operational changes and water supply augmentation. On November 3rd, staff will attend a meeting of the Colorado River Water Supply and Demand Study’s Demand Subteam.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the “Current Trends” demand scenario and identify the data requirements to quantify this scenario. 

On November 10th, ADWR’s Perri Benemelis will participate on a conference call with Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group (CAHG) members to further discuss the Charter Assessment and Survey results that were developed by the U.S. Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution. Information from the assessment and survey will be used by the CAHG in its effort to develop a recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior to modify the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup. On November 16th, Ms. Benemelis will attend a meeting with Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group (CAHG) members to continue its discussions regarding the Charter Assessment and Survey results to develop a recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior to modify the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup. On November 22nd and 29th, Ms. Benemelis is scheduled to participate in meetings with Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group (CAHG) members to develop a final recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior to modify the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup.

On November 10th, ADWR’s Don Gross will attend the Annual Operations meeting for the Central Arizona Project. CAP representatives will present the Project’s operation and maintenance plans and its projected water deliveries and replenishment activities for CY2011.

On November 15th through the 16th, ADWR’s Tricia McCraw will attend the Technical Workgroup (TWG) Meetings of the Glen Canyon Adaptive Management Workgroup (AMWG).  Primary meeting topics will include the development of an economics implementation plan, review of AMWG’s General Core Monitoring Plan, project updates and development of schedule FY 2011 activities.  The responsibilities of the TWG are to develop criteria and standards for monitoring and research programs, provide periodic review and updates to the AMWG and develop annual resource reports.

On November 15th, Ms. Benemelis and Mr. Gross will participate in a conference call regarding the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s Intentionally Created Surplus Policy for Lower Basin Colorado River water supplies.  The purpose of the call is to continue the development of policy that governs the creation and storage of surplus Colorado River water supplies.

On November 17th through the 19th, Ms. Benemelis will attend a Colorado River Salinity Control Forum meeting.  

The Salinity Control Forum, which is tasked by the Secretary of the Interior with enhancing and protecting the quality of water for use in the U.S. and Mexico, implements a Colorado River Basinwide salinity control program. Forum members will discuss the Natural Resources Conservation Service projects in the Upper Colorado River Basin, recommendations from the Forum Workgroup regarding proposed planning studies, the Forum’s Triennial Review report, and other salinity and water supply related issues. 

Active Management Areas-Water Management

On November 1st, Director Guenther and ADWR’s Susan Craig will host the semi-annual meeting of the Governor’s Drought Interagency Coordinating Group; the group will discuss a recommendation on whether or not to maintain the drought declarations currently in effect. Ms. Craig will continue working on the Annual Report due to the Governor’s office in November.

On November 10th, ADWR’s Laura Grignano will attend an Alternatives Workshop sponsored by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for the Hyder Valley Solar Project EIS process. The workshop will be held at the BLM Training Center. 

Outreach
On November 2nd, ADWR’s Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Scott Miller will facilitate a meeting of the Phoenix AMA Groundwater Advisory Council. The meeting will include a presentation on the Arizona Water Bank Authority 2011 Annual Draft Plan and a presentation on the Phoenix AMA Supply and Demand Assessment. 

On November 3rd, ADWR’s Scott Miller and Dave Christiana are scheduled to meet with Greg Bushner, Vidler Water Company, to discuss the process of modifying Vidler's Recovery Well Permit associated with its recharge facility that is located west of Phoenix. Vidler would like to add a number of wells to its existing permit and seeks guidance on conducting hydrologic analyses to satisfy well spacing/well impacts requirements.

On November 9th, Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney will meet with representatives in the Phoenix AMA to discuss Assured Water Supply within the Phoenix AMA. 

On November 10th, Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney will attend Arizona’s Women and Water luncheon, The Future of Arizona Water issues from a Washington D.C. Perspective. Senator Jon Kyl will be the key speaker at this event. The event will be held at Fennemore Craig, PC.

On November 15th, Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney will facilitate meetings of the Tucson and Santa Cruz Active Management Area Groundwater Users Advisory Councils. The agendas will include a presentation on the Arizona Water Bank Authority 2011 Draft Annual Plan of Operation.

Dam Safety

Dam Safety staff is scheduled to perform safety inspections of six dams located in Maricopa County.

On November 17th, Dam Safety staff will participate in the State of Arizona Emergency Response and Recovery Plan Meeting sponsored by the Preparedness Section of the Arizona Department of Emergency Management.  The agenda consists of an overview and discussion of the Emergency Support Functions. 

On November 23rd, Dam Safety staff will meet with the City of Phoenix and their consultant to discuss the development of the City’s Reservoir Dam Assessment Program.  Their consultant will inventory the City’s reservoir embankment and determine if each of these sites meet statutory requirements as jurisdictional dams.  Dam Safety staff will participate by providing program guidance and discussing the required engineering documentation. 

Floodplain Management

On November 10th, Flood Mitigation staff will be attending Salt River Projects’ Emergency Reservoir Operating Procedures meeting.  The purpose of the meeting is to improve communications between SRP and other agencies for notification of emergency releases and includes a tour the SRP Reservoir Emergency Operations Center.

SPECIAL EVENTS

On November 7th through November 9th, Michael Johnson, Assistant Director for Surface Water, will attend a meeting in Washington DC of the National Dam Safety Review Board, of which he is a member.  The eleven member Review Board includes representatives from the five federal agencies that own and/or regulate dams - U.S. Department of Agriculture, Department of Defense, Department of the Interior, FEMA and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  The Board also includes five state dam safety officials and one private-sector member.  The responsibilities of the Review Board include advising the administrator of FEMA, consulting with FEMA on funding for states participating in the National Dam Safety Program, and monitoring state implementation of the assistance program.  All travel costs will be paid by FEMA.

On November 11, Director Guenther has been invited to be speaker at the National Water Resources Association meeting.  The panel discussion will focus on “Strategies for Coping with a Record Drought in the Southwest”.
On November 17th, Director Guenther and Deputy Counsel Fred Breedlove have been invited to present water issues and ideas before the House of Representatives Rural Legislators Caucus. 

On November 18th, ADWR’s Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Lisa Williams will meet with representatives from the Prescott AMA cities (John Munderloh, Leslie Graser, and Ron Grittman) to discuss how the Prescott AMA Draft Demand and Assessment Report will be used as a basis for the Fourth Management Plan.
On November 19th, the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability will meet beginning at 10:00 a.m. in ADWR’s Verde conference rooms.
The Regional Strategic Planning Team will participate in the following meetings:

November 10, USPP PAC in Sierra Vista

November 10, WRDC Environmental in Phoenix

November 2, CPWAC Feasibility Study Meeting in Flagstaff

November2, Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership meeting in Cordes Junction

November 4, Yavapai Appraisal Study Technical Work Group Meeting in Prescott.

Novembe 4, Yavapai Technical Advisory Committee Meeting in Prescott.

November 5, Coordinated Resource Management Workshop in Phoenix.

November 9, Show Low Creek Watershed Enhancement Partnership Meeting in Pinetop

November 9, Gila Watershed Partnership in Safford

November 10, USPP PAC in Sierra Vista

November 10, WRDC Environmental in Phoenix

November 16, Surface Water Investigation and training in Florence

November 17, Verde Watershed Association meeting in Cottonwood

November 17, Yavapai WAC meeting in Cottonwood

November 17, Northwest Watershed Council meeting in Kingman

November 18, Upper Little Colorado River Watershed Partnership meeting in Eagar

November 19, NAMWUA TAC Meeting in Flagstaff

November 24, Coconino Plateau Executive Committee Meeting in Flagstaff










