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Monthly Agency Accomplishments Report:  November/December 2010
PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

Throughout November, ADWR Colorado River program staff participated in a number of meetings concerning the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study.  The Water Supply Subteam made a presentation on the progress of developing water supply scenarios for the Colorado River.  These scenarios take into account the affects of climate change (temperature and precipitation) as projected by various global circulation models.  The Water Supply sub-team has been developing procedures to downscale the results of the models to the Colorado River Basin. The Water Demand sub-team discussed the “Current Trends” demand scenario and identified the data requirements to quantify this scenario. ADWR staff also participated in a conference call with Reclamation’s consultants that are tasked with developing the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study Report to discuss Arizona’s water supply and demand information.  The purpose of the Study is to evaluate current and future Colorado River water supply and demand imbalances through 2060. The Basin Study Program will qualify the expected water supply shortfall for each of the Basin States and analyze response options including conservation, Colorado River operational changes and water supply augmentation.
On November 5th and 8th ADWR staff participated in conference calls with the Basin States Principals to discuss issues that the Basin States have concerning the Bi-National process between the U.S. and Mexico. The purpose of the cooperative process is to develop a Minute to the 1944 Treaty between the two countries to address Colorado River shortage sharing and water management strategies. Director Guenther was also very active throughout November in this process, working with other Basin States principals and the federal government, including the Secretary of Interior, to forward an agreement with Mexico. Hopes are high that final agreement will be reached by the annual meeting of the Colorado River Water Users Association in December.
Throughout November ADWR’s Colorado River Program manager Perri Benemelis and other ADWR staff were very involved in activities surrounding the Glen Canyon Dam various federal work groups. Ms. Benemelis participated in a conference call with Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group (CAHG) members to further discuss the Charter Assessment and Survey results that were developed by the U.S. Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution. Information from the assessment and survey will be used by the CAHG in its effort to develop a recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior to modify the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup.  The Workgroup, a federal advisory group formed under the Grand Canyon Protection Act of 1992, makes recommendations to the Secretary of Interior regarding proposed operation of Glen Canyon Dam with the goal of preserving and enhancing the ecology of Grand Canyon. Also on November 15th through the 16th, ADWR staff attended the Technical Workgroup (TWG) Meetings of the Adaptive Management Workgroup (AMWG).  Primary meeting topics included the development of an economics implementation plan, review of AMWG’s General Core Monitoring Plan, project updates and development of schedule FY 2011 activities.  The responsibilities of the TWG are to develop criteria and standards for monitoring and research programs, provide periodic review and updates to the AMWG and develop annual resource reports. On November 16th, Ms. Benemelis attended a meeting with Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group (CAHG) members to continue its discussions regarding the Charter Assessment and Survey results to develop a recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior to modify the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup. Finally, On November 22nd and 29th, Ms. Benemelis participated in meetings with Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group (CAHG) members to develop a final recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior to modify the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup.

Other Colorado River management issues included operational issues and salinity control. On November 10th, ADWR’s Tricia McCraw attended the Annual Operations meeting for the Central Arizona Project. CAP representatives presented the Project’s operation and maintenance plans and its projected water deliveries and replenishment activities for CY2011.

On November 15th, ADWR’s Don Gross attended a meeting regarding the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s Intentionally Created Surplus Policy and Direct Shortage Supply procedures for Lower Basin Colorado River water supplies.  The purpose of the meeting was to continue the development of policy that governs the creation and storage of surplus Colorado River water supplies

On November 17th through the 19th, Ms. Benemelis attended a Colorado River Salinity Control Forum meeting.  

The Salinity Control Forum, which is tasked by the Secretary of the Interior with enhancing and protecting the quality of water for use in the U.S. and Mexico, implements a Colorado River Basinwide salinity control program. Forum members discussed the Natural Resources Conservation Service projects in the Upper Colorado River Basin, recommendations from the Forum Workgroup regarding proposed planning studies, the Forum’s Triennial Review report, and other salinity and water supply related issues. 

On November 22nd, Ms. Benemelis and Tricia McCraw met with Central Arizona Project representatives to discuss the Colorado River Water Accounting Agreement for Multi-Species Conservation Program (MSCP). The MSCP is a comprehensive, long-term multi-agency effort to conserve and affect the recovery of endangered species, while ensuring the certainty of existing river water and power operations.

Water resource management activities related to drought and conservation also occupied much of the Department’s efforts in November. On November 1st, Susan Craig facilitated a meeting of the Governor’s Drought Interagency Coordinating Group; the group discussed a recommendation on whether or not to maintain the drought declarations currently in effect. Ms. Craig will continue working on the Annual Report to the Governor’s office from the Governor’s Drought Interagency Coordinating Group.

On November 15th, Director Guenther submitted the 2010 Arizona Drought Preparedness Annual Report to Governor Brewer. The report was developed in accordance with the Arizona Drought Preparedness Plan, which calls for an annual report each year by November 15th. The report covers drought conditions and preparedness activities for water year 2010 (October 2009 through September 2010).

Dam Safety staff performed three dam safety operation and maintenance inspections during the month of November 2010.  Saddleback FRS Dam was built by the Natural Resources Conservation Service in the early 1980s to provide flood protection for farmland located in Harquahala Valley and the Town of Tonopah.  The dam is operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  No safety deficiencies are associated with this dam.  Lake Patagonia Dam was built for recreation in the late 1960s and is located in Santa Cruz County.  The dam is owned by the Arizona State Parks Department and there are no safety deficiencies associated with this dam.   Sunridge Canyon Dam provides flood control protection for the Town of Fountain Hills.  No dam safety deficiencies are associated with this dam.

Dam Safety staff performed construction oversight activities at two dams during the month of November 2010.  Construction activities were completed for the Tempe Town Lake Dam replacement project.  A new License of Approval to operate the dam will be issued upon receipt and acceptance of post-construction documentation.  Work on the pedestrian bridge is expected to be complete by May 2011.  No problems were observed during the inspection.  South Mountain 1-ES3 Reservoir Dam is owned by the City of Phoenix and located in South Phoenix.  The construction consists of installing a 48-inch diameter inlet pipe and associated control valves beneath the embankment and reservoir floor.  This improvement will assist the City of Phoenix's efforts to operate the reservoir in a fill and draw mode and to eliminate short-circuiting of water in the reservoir.  

On November 17th, Dam Safety staff participated in the State of Arizona Emergency Response and Recovery Plan Meeting sponsored by the Preparedness Section of the Arizona Department of Emergency Management.  The agenda consisted of an overview and discussion of the Emergency Support Functions. 

On November 23rd, Dam Safety staff met with the City of Phoenix and their consultant, AMEC, to discuss the development of the City’s Reservoir Dam Assessment Program. AMEC will inventory the City’s reservoir sites and determine if each of these sites meet statutory jurisdictional requirements.  Dam Safety staff participated by providing program guidance and discussing the required engineering documentation. 

Floodplain Management 

On November 10th, Brian Cosson attended SRP’s Emergency Reservoir Operating Procedures meeting. The purpose of the meeting is to improve communications between SRP and other agencies for notification of emergency releases and includes a tour the SRP Reservoir Emergency Operations Center.

On November 23rd & 24th, Brian Cosson performed maintenance on ADWR owned flood warning gauges in southeastern Arizona.

Surface Water Rights Permitting 

On November 16th and 17th, Water Rights staff conducted inspections in Pinal and Pima Counties to verify information submitted on Applications for Certificates of Water Right.  In Pinal County, the applicant is the ASLD, a representative of which accompanied the inspectors.  These inspections are routinely conducted prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Water Right.

The Water Resource Development Commission (WRDC) working groups met several times throughout November and the Population Work Group delivered its draft final report with three different population forecast scenarios to 2100 on November 30th, right on schedule. Other groups meeting included subcommittees for the Water Supply and Demand Work Group, the Environmental Work Group and the finance Work Group.
OUTREACH

Throughout November, ADWR was busy conducting stakeholder meetings, outreach with permittees and potential applicants, and generally worked through a number of issues. 
On November 2nd, Director Guenther and staff met with Christopher Davey, EnviroMission, and Karen Nally to discuss the EnviroMission’s proposed solar tower which would be located in LaPaz County. On November 9th and 23rd, Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney hosted meetings with representatives in the Phoenix AMA to discuss Assured Water Supply within the AMA. On November 12th, Ms. Fabritz-Whitney met with attorney Rita Maguire to discuss water supplies for the Town of Buckeye. 
On November 2nd, Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Groundwater Permitting Manager, Scott Miller facilitated a meeting of the Phoenix AMA Groundwater Advisory Council. The meeting included a presentation on the Arizona Water Bank Authority 2011 Annual Draft Plan and Planning staff Pam Nagel and Lisa Williams presented the results of the Demand and Supply Assessment for the Phoenix AMA to the AMAs Groundwater Users’ Advisory Council.  The Assessment is a compilation and study of historical water demand and supply characteristics, as well as overdraft, for the AMA from the year 1985 through 2006.  In addition, the Assessment calculates eight water supply and demand projection scenarios, including projected overdraft, to the year 2025.  This Assessment and several supporting spreadsheets, were posted to the Department’s web page in November at: http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/WaterManagement/Assessments/default.htm On November 15th, Groundwater Permitting Manager Scott Miller facilitated a meeting of the Tucson AMA Active Management Area Groundwater Users Advisory Councils. The meeting included a presentation on the Arizona Water Bank Authority 2011 Draft Annual Plan of Operation. On November 29th, Water Resources Planner Laura Grignano participated in a meeting of the Tucson AMA Safe Yield Task Force, sponsored by the Tucson AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Council. The meeting focused on Industrial Water Use. 

On November 3rd, Groundwater Permitting Manager, Scott Miller and Hydrologist, Dave Christiana met with Greg Bushner, Vidler Water Company, to discuss the process of modifying Vidler's Recovery Well Permit associated with its recharge facility that is located west of Phoenix. Vidler would like to add a number of wells to its existing permit and seeks guidance on conducting hydrologic analyses to satisfy well spacing/well impacts requirements. On November 9th, Water Management Division Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Assured and Adequate Water Supply Manager Doug Dunham met with Paul Gardner, Utility Services Department for the Town of Queen Creek to discuss the Town’s application for Physical Availability Determination. On November 17th, Assured and Adequate Water Supply Manager Doug Dunham and Team Lead Rick Obenshain met with Shane Graser, 360 Asset Management and Eric Lauren to discuss assured water supply issues for Sienna Hills project located in the Phoenix AMA. On November 18th, Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Planning Manager Lisa Williams met with John Munderloh (Prescott Valley), Leslie Graser(Prescott), and Ron Grittman(Chino Valley) to discuss how the Prescott AMA Draft Demand and Assessment Report will be used as a basis for the Fourth Management Plan.

On November 22nd, Assured Water Supply Manager Doug Dunham and Legal Council Ken Slowinski met with Lee Storey, Ballard Spahr, LLP, and Brad Hill, City of Flagstaff, to discuss the City of Flagstaff’s draft water adequacy determination.

On November 23rd, Assured and Adequate Water Supply Manager Doug Dunham attended an Arizona Corporation Commission hearing regarding Johnson Utilities proposed cost recovery for Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District obligation. . 

ADWR hosted delegations from Mexico on November 15th and from India on November 16th. The delegation from Mexico’s national water resource agency was interested in hearing about ADWR’s conservation programs while the delegation from India wanted to learn about ADWR’s dam safety and floodplain management programs, as well as Arizona’s legal structure for administering water rights.

SUCCESS STATISTICS

SPECIAL EVENTS

On November 7th through November 9th, Michael Johnson, Assistant Director for Surface Water, attended a meeting in Washington DC of the National Dam Safety Review Board, of which he is a member.  The eleven member Review Board includes representatives from the five federal agencies that own and/or regulate dams - U.S. Department of Agriculture, Department of Defense, Department of the Interior, FEMA and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  The Board also includes five state dam safety officials and one private-sector member.  The responsibilities of the Review Board include advising the administrator of FEMA, consulting with FEMA on funding for states participating in the National Dam Safety Program, and monitoring state implementation of the assistance program.
WHAT’S NEXT  DECEMBER 2010
Grants and Funding

On December 13-14, the Arizona Water Protection Fund Commission will meet to hear applicant presentations for the final contract awards for FY11 as well as discuss contract issues with already awarded grants.
Programs and Initiatives

On December 2nd ,  ADWR’s Don Gross will attend a meeting with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and other Lower Colorado River Basin States to discuss the procedures for the Inadvertent Overrun and Payback Policy (“IOPP”) for Lower Basin Colorado River water contractors. Representatives will review the 2011 payback plans for affected Colorado River contractors, as well as other IOPP technical matters.

On December 2nd, ADWR’s Perri Benemelis will participate in a conference call with Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group (CAHG) members to continue efforts to develop a final recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior.  The purpose of the recommendation is to encourage the modification of the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup.

On December 8th, Ms. Benemelis and ADWR’s Tricia McCraw will meet with Town of Buckeye representatives to discuss the Town’s Central Arizona Project (“CAP”) subcontract and options the Town may have to acquire additional CAP entitlement to meet its future water demand.
On December 14th, Ms. Benemelis and Mr. Gross will participate in a Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study Project Team meeting. The Water Demand Subteam is continuing its efforts to develop water demand scenarios for the seven Basin States.

On December 15th, Ms. Benemelis and Ms. McCraw will attend a meeting with Central Arizona Project representatives and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to discuss the Colorado River Water Accounting Agreement for the Multi-Species Conservation Program and its application to proposed program projects within the State of Arizona.  

During December 15th through the 17th, Director Guenther and key ADWR staff will attend the annual Colorado River Water Users’ Association (“CRWUA”) conference and other meetings associated with Colorado River water use. The CRWUA is a non-profit, non-partisan organization that was formed to plan, study, formulate and advise the Federal government, the Basin States, Tribes and other water users and interest groups regarding ways to protect and safeguard the interests of all who use the Colorado River.  At its annual conference, CRWUA updates and adopts a comprehensive set of resolutions addressing the major issues that focus on the use and further development of the Colorado River Basin’s water supply. Ms. Benemelis will also be attending meetings to discuss issues associated with the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program and Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup, and the continued effort by Reclamation and the Basin States to develop the Colorado River Basin Water Demand and Supply Report. Director Guenther serves on the Colorado River Water Users Association Board of Directors.

The Water Resource Development Commission (WRDC) will hold a number of work group meetings and the full WRDC will meet on December 10th in ADWR Verde conference rooms beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The agenda will include a report from the Population Projections working group and status of the Colorado River Basin Study.
Dam safety staff is scheduled to inspect ten dams the month of December 2010.

On December 2nd, Groundwater Permitting Manger Scott Miller, Hydrologist Dave Christiana, and Legal Counsel Ken Slowinski are scheduled to meet with representatives for Sonoran Solar discuss well permitting language for the proposed wells that will used for their solar power plant.  
On December 6th, Deputy Director Smith will attend the second Arizona Natural Resources Executives meeting being held at Arizona Dept of Game & Fish. The objective of the meeting is to have a relatively informal forum for collaborative discussions among State and Federal Natural Resources Agency heads. Topics may include: Joint State and Federal outreach and messaging regarding conservation successes; State-wide ecological assessments and the BLM eco-regional assessment; the concept of developing a statewide system of research ranches. Geospatial portrayal of alternative strategies for renewable energy development that incorporate alternatives related to location of power generation versus end market location versus transmission corridor alternatives versus natural resources overlays such as water resource distribution and wildlife distributions.

On December 6th, the Municipal Best Management Practices Advisory Committee will meet to discuss the Modified Non-Per Capita Conservation Program. The agenda includes reviewing the revised Conservation Efforts Report form, the proposed evaluation plan and the preliminary compliance plan.  Ruth Greenhouse will facilitate the meeting; Gerry Wildeman will discuss specific requirements that will enable providers to comply with the program’s upcoming reporting requirements.

On December 6th & 7th, Maureen Towne will attend meetings with representatives from FEMA and the 26 communities in Maricopa County who participate in the National Flood Insurance Program. The meetings are to discuss the upcoming new digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) which are scheduled for release in February 2012.

On December 7th, Director Guenther has been invited to speak before the Arizona Cotton Growers Association Board of Directors meeting. 

On December 8th, Director Guenther has been invited to present “ADWR Issues and Opportunities” before the Phoenix Chamber of Commerce Environmental, Agriculture and Water Committee.

On December 8th, the Arizona Water Banking Authority will meet at ADWR offices. In addition to staff updates, the Authority will discuss the Annual Plan of Operations, water deliveries for CY2011, potential agreements between the Authority and Metropolitan Domestic Water Improvement District and Southern Nevada Water Authority for interstate banking modifications, and an overview inventory of storage facilities.
On December 7th, Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney will meet with Peter Culp to discuss the Hassayampa Groundwater Basin. 

On December 7th & 8th, Steve Dolan will attend the FEMA Region IX annual State Coordinator’s conference in Oakland, California. As required by the CAP-State Support Services Element (CAP-SSSE) contract with FEMA, one ADWR representative is required to attend to give the state annual report and to receive training by FEMA staff or by sharing information with other states in the region.

On December 8th, Assured and Adequate Water Supply Manager Doug Dunham will meet with representatives of the Arizona Corporation Commission and Johnson Utilities to discuss cost recovery options for private utilities with designations of assured water supply.

On December 9th Brian Cosson will participate in the Multi-Agency Task Force (MATF) meeting. The MATF is comprised of multiple levels of government and other stakeholders, including SRP. The purpose of the meeting is to share flood warning information and to receive input about the Department’s statewide flood warning system and website (www.AFWS.org).

In December, Planning staff will work on completing the Demand and Supply Assessment for the Pinal Active Management Area by mid December, and continue efforts to prepare for the 2010 Annual Water Withdrawal and Use reports, which are due March 31, 2011.











