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Monthly Agency Accomplishments Report: June/July 2010 
GRANTS AND FUNDING

PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

During the month of June, the five Working Groups of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability met. The focus of the meetings was to discuss the Interim Report that was released on July 1st. The next steps for the Working Groups are to prioritize the issues described in their Interim Reports for the July 9th Blue Ribbon Panel meeting. The Panel will decide which issues the Working Groups will focus on. 

On June 14th, Perri Benemelis, Colorado River Management (CRM) Section Manager, met with the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study Steering Committee to discuss the status and progress of the Basin Study. The purpose of the Study is to evaluate current and future Colorado River water supply and demand imbalances through 2060. The Basin Study Program will qualify the expected water supply shortfall for each of the Basin States and analyze response options including conservation, Colorado River operational changes and water supply augmentation.

Also on June 14th, Ms. Benemelis attended a meeting with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and other Lower Basin States’ representatives to discuss Reclamation’s strategy for delineating the Colorado River water accounting surface for the purpose of identifying Colorado River water users.
On June 15th, Ms. Benemelis met with the Glen Canyon Dam Desired Future Condition Ad Hoc group to continue its efforts to more clearly define program goals for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup.  The Workgroup, a federal advisory group formed under the Grand Canyon Protection Act of 1992, makes recommendations to the Secretary of Interior regarding proposed operation of Glen Canyon Dam with the goal of preserving and enhancing the ecology of Grand Canyon.

Also on June 15th, Don Gross, CRM Water Resources Engineer, met with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and other Lower Colorado River Basin States to finalize the procedures for implementing the Inadvertent Overrun and Payback Policy for Colorado River water contractors. Representatives will also discuss the draft procedures for the Intentionally Created Surplus Policy.

On June 16th, the Arizona Water Bank held its quarterly meeting. In addition to updating the Water Bank Authority on the status of Bank activities, staff presented its 2009 Annual Report for discussion.

On June 22-24, Director Guenther and Perri Benemelis, Colorado River Management (CRM) Section Manager, met with representatives of the Colorado River Basin States, Bureau of Reclamation, United States State Department and Mexican water resources representatives for a series of meetings. The purpose of the meetings were to discuss U.S. and Mexico Colorado River water shortage sharing, storage of a portion of Mexico’s treaty apportionment in U.S. reservoirs, salinity, and strategies to assist Mexico with the reconstruction of its irrigation system infrastructure which was severely damaged by the April 4, 2010 earthquake

On June 23rd, Tricia McCraw with the Colorado River Section participated in a conference call with the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program Steering Committee.  The purpose of the call was to discuss the Final Implementation Report, FY2011 Work Plan and Budget, FY2009 Accomplishment Report and Resolution 10-007.
On June 25th, Ms. Benemelis attended the initial meeting with representatives of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Seven Basin States, the Upper Colorado River Commission, other appropriate Federal agencies, Native American tribes, environmental organizations, and water user and power interests to discuss Reclamation’s first draft of the 2011 Annual Operating Plan for the Colorado River reservoir system. Drafted on an annual basis, each plan reports on the past operations of the Colorado River reservoirs for the most recent, completed year and presents the projected operations and releases from these reservoirs for the upcoming year.  All system operations must be conducted in a manner consistent with the Criteria for the Coordinated Long-Range Operation of the Colorado River Reservoirs.
On June 28th, Tricia McCraw, with Colorado River Management, will participate in a conference call with Technical Workgroup members for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup to outline major issues that will be addressed during the June 29 – 30 meetings, where Ms. McCraw will represent the Department. The purpose of the two-day meeting is to develop the fiscal year 2011-2012 budget and work plan for future consideration by the Adaptive Management Plan Workgroup.

On June 30th, the United States Geological Survey made a status presentation of their work in the Northwest Arizona groundwater basins and the Middle San Pedro at ADWR offices in Phoenix. These water resource investigations were partially funded through the Rural Watershed Initiative that recent budget reductions have eliminated. The purpose of the meeting was to show the Department the results completed to date and identify what work remains, should funding be secured.

 

Also on June 30th, ADWR’s regional water planner for southern Arizona, Linda Stitzer, attended a meeting regarding the Transboundary Aquifer Assessment project in Nogales, Sonora. This project is a federally-funded project by which the University of Arizona Water Resource Research Center and the United states Geological Survey are working with counterparts in Mexico to understand the common aquifers in the San Pedro and Santa Cruz River basins. 

AMAs

On June 3rd, Assistant Director for the Water Management Division Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Water Resources Planner Laura Grignano met with representatives from Irrigation Management Services from the Pinal AMA to discuss the continued implementation of the Department’s Agricultural Best Management Practices Program. 
On June 3rd, Provider Profiles were due from municipal water providers that were noticed in December 2009 that they are required to enter the Modified Non-Per Capita Conservation Program, a requirement within Arizona’s five AMAs. 

On June 10th, Assistant Director for the Water Management Division Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, Compliance Lead, Andrew Craddock and Water Resources Planner Laura Grignano met with Brian Betcher, Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation & Drainage District and Ron McEarchern, Central Arizona Irrigation & Drainage District to discuss violations of the maximum annual allotments for irrigation grandfathered rights in those districts. 

On June 14th, Assistant Director for the Water Management Division, Sandra Fabritz-Whitney facilitated the Tucson AMA Groundwater User’s Advisory Council meeting held in Tucson. Planning staff, Laura Grignano and Pam Nagel gave a presentation of the Tucson AMA Demand and Supply Assessment. The next meeting is scheduled for September 13thto discuss the recommendation for 2011 groundwater withdrawal fees. 

On June 23rd, Assistant Director for the Water Management Division, Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and AAWS/Recharge Manager, Doug Dunham met with Mike Pearce to discuss Global Water Company’s application for Designation of Assured water Supply in the Hassayampa sub-basin of the Phoenix Active Management Area.  Ms. Fabritz- Whitney also met with Luana Capponi and Art Chotopuron, Department of Arizona State Land (ASLD), to discuss the possibility of the Department and ASLD potentially working together on future groundwater studies. The studies would focus on the Phoenix and Tucson areas.
June 24th, Assistant Director for the Water Management Division, Sandra Fabritz-Whitney facilitated the Pinal AMA Groundwater User’s Advisory Council meeting, held in Casa Grande. The Council recommended keeping the groundwater withdrawal fees set at $3.00/AF for the 2011 calendar year.

On June 28th Laura Grignano attended a meeting of the Institutional Policy Advisory Group (IPAG).  IPAG is a technical working group supporting the Tucson Groundwater Users Advisory Council, and provides advisement on issues relating to recharge and recovery planning.  In response to the newly released Tucson AMA Assessment the Group decided to form a separate Safe Yield Task Force subcommittee, that would essentially revisit work completed by the original Safe Yield Task Force and make recommends to the Tucson Groundwater users Advisory Council through IPAG, on how the region can reach Safe Yield by 2025. The first Safe Yield Task Force subcommittee meeting will be held on July 26th.    

On June 25th, notices regarding flexibility account overages for the year 2009 were mailed to the affected irrigation grandfathered right owners in the Pinal AMA.

ASSURED & ADEQUATE WATER SUPPLY & RECHARGE PERMITTING

On June 21st, Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Manager Scott Miller met with Dave Siegel, Doug Toy, Gregg Capps, and Cindy Haglin from the City of Chandler to discuss the modification of the City’s Assured Water Supply Designation. 

June 23rd, AAWS staff met with Stu Spalding, town engineer for the Town of Taylor.  As part of the Town’s long range planning, they are intending to modify their existing “deemed” designation.  The modification will prove a 100-year adequate supply for the entirety of Taylor’s planning area for a term of at least 10 years.  Taylor is underlain by the regional Coconino aquifer and existing wells exhibit good production volumes.  Mr. Spaulding was provided electronic copies of hydrologic studies recently completed in the area.  An application to modify Taylor’s designation is anticipated within a few months. 

On June 29th, Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, AAWS Manager Doug Dunham, AAWS Hydrologist Lou Bota, and Chief Legal Counsel Ken Slowinski met with representatives for the Cielo Crossing Development, at their request, to discuss a proposal for revising the hydrologic modeling to support their application for Assured Water Supply in the Hassayampa sub-basin of the Phoenix AMA. 

On June 23rd, Recharge Program staff held a pre-application meeting regarding the Corrections Corporation of America (CCA) Eloy Detention Center USF.  Meeting attendees included Sheila K Ehlers and Tomas C Goode from HydroSystems, Inc., and Teresa A Valentine from Valentine Environmental Engineers, LLC. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the proposed USF permit for the wastewater treatment facilities at the Eloy Detention Center.  Important issues included the site layout, two separate sets of basins one-half mile apart and the difference between the infiltration rates at the two sites; acceptable distance for sitting monitor and piezometer wells; and volumetric accounting with consideration to the addition of brine to the water.

On June 24th, Recharge Program staff held a pre-application meeting regarding the Gila River Indian Community’s proposed Managed Aquifer Recharge Program.  Meeting attendees included John Hestand, Legal Counsel; Peter Mock, Peter Mock Groundwater Consulting, Inc. and Gene Franzoy, Franzoy Consulting.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the general potential for the Community to operate managed recharge projects on the Community under the Department’s permitting program and develop recharge credits in the Phoenix and Pinal AMAs.

On June 30th, Recharge Program staff held a pre-application meeting regarding the City of Phoenix Well 9A-300 USF.  Meeting attendees included Teresa Valentine, Valentine Environmental Engineers, LLC; Marvin Glotfelty and Steven Corell, Clear Creek Associates, and Gary Gin and Heather Wasgatt, City of Phoenix.  The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the City of Phoenix’s potential application for a USF permit for an aquifer storage and recovery well that will inject and recover treated CAP water in northeast Phoenix, and to be modeled after USF permit no. 71-216386 (City of Phoenix Well 9A-300 USF).
Dam Safety staff performed ten dam inspections in the month of June 2010:

· Roper Lake and Cluff Ranch #3 were inspected on June 2nd. Both dams are considered  high hazard potential,  located  in Graham County, and state owned (AZ G & F).  Roper Lake Dam is used for recreation and Cluff Ranch #3 is used for recreation and irrigation.  The associated safety deficiency for Cluff Ranch #3 is it can not safely pass the inflow design flood. There are no safety deficiencies associated with Roper Lake Dam.

· Dam safety inspections of the high hazard potential, privately owned, Lyman Dam and River Reservoir #3, located in Apache County were performed on June 4th. Lyman Dam has a safety deficiency for the lack of an emergency action plan.  There are no safety deficiencies identified for River Reservoir #3.

· State owned (AZ G&F), Lynx Lake Dam located in Yavapai County.  There is a safety deficiency identified for the inability to safely dewater the reservoir during an emergency (i.e. an inoperative outlet valve).  The AGFD has initiated a valve repair project.

· Privately owned, Colter Reservoir Dam located in Apache County.  Colter is classified as Unsafe, requiring rehabilitation or removal due to the following safety deficiencies:  Dam stability, excessive or uncontrolled seepage, inability to safely pass the required Inflow Design Flood (IDF), lack of an emergency action plan.

· A dam safety inspection was conducted on Odell Dam. This high hazard potential dam is privately owned and located in Munds Park.  The dam is classified to be Unsafe Requiring Rehabilitation or Removal due to the inability to safely pass the inflow design flood.  The stored water is used for irrigation purposes.

· Continental No.1 and Continental No.2 both privately owned and located in Flagstaff. No safety deficiencies are associated with either dam. 

· On June 18th a Supplemental inspection and meeting with the US Army Corps of Engineers regarding the high hazard, publically owned (City of Flagstaff), Clay Avenue Wash Dam located in Coconino County.  During the initial safety inspection of this dam in May 2010, both longitudinal and transverse cracks were identified on the dam.  Two safety deficiencies were identified for embankment cracking and lack of an emergency action plan.  The meeting with the USACOE was to discuss the planned investigation and scope of work for repair.  The USACOE will forward the investigation results to the Department for our review and comment.

ADWR Dam Safety Staff met with the City of Phoenix to discuss the inclusion of North Phoenix Dam 2A into the jurisdictional program.

ADWR Dam Safety Staff met with the Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Natural Resource Conservation Service, and various consultants to discuss comments on the design plans to rehabilitate White Tanks FRS No.4.  This dam is owned by the county and provides flood protection to Goodyear.

OUTREACH

On June 2nd, Steve Dolan conducted a Community Assistance Visit (CAV) to the City of Sedona to evaluate their overall floodplain management program. The office CAV included Coconino and Yavapai County staff because Sedona is county-dependent to both county Flood Control Districts for floodplain mapping and permitting.

On June 10th, Director Guenther met with Yavapai County Supervisor Carol Springer at her request to listen to some proposed legislative concepts she is considering for the next legislative session. As well, Director Guenther met with representatives from the Town of Taylor concerning water rights issues in eastern Arizona. Specifically, the Town’s engineer, Stu Spaulding, looked for guidance on updating the Town’s designation of adequate water supply.

On June 11th, several ADWR staff attended the Annual Water Policy Luncheon, hosted by the Water Utilities Association of Arizona. The luncheon featured candidates for the Corporation Commission. Deputy Director Smith presented briefly information on ADWR’s challenges for FY11. 

On June 17th, Brian Cosson participated in the Multi-Agency Task Force (MATF) meeting. The MATF is comprised of multiple levels of government and other stakeholders, including SRP. The purpose of the meeting was to share flood warning information and to receive input about the Department’s statewide flood warning system and website (www.AFWS.org).

On June 18th, the Surface Water Permitting stakeholder comments were due regarding the draft administrative procedures concepts paper distributed to the surface water rights permitting (SWRP) policy working group.  The group met on June 25th to discuss the concepts paper and informal comments received.

On June 22nd, Maureen Towne participated in a public outreach meeting in the City of Maricopa to discuss the National Flood Insurance Program and flood insurance requirements related to a new floodplain study. The meeting was attended by city residents and local officials.

On June 23rd, Brian Cosson and Steve Dolan conducted a Community Assistance Contact (CAC) conference call with staff from the Town Wellton and Yuma County Flood Control District. The purpose of the CAC is to share flood insurance related information; to discuss the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for accuracy and the need for additional flood data related to annexations, recent flooding, significant development or flood control projects; to discuss the Town's current floodplain management regulations and procedures for development review, permits and inspections; to discuss variances and enforcement procedures; and to offer general technical assistance to current staff.

On June 24th, Brian Cosson and Steve Dolan presented the "National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and How it is Intended to Mitigate against Flooding" at the County Emergency Manager's Training Workshop as requested by the Arizona Division of Emergency Management (ADEM). This ADEM outreach was an opportunity to educate emergency managers about the NFIP and to improve the cooperation between local emergency managers and floodplain administrators.

On June 28th, Perri Benemelis, Section Manager with Colorado River Management, met with municipal, agricultural and tribal CAP water users at the Arizona Municipal Water Users Association, to present the assumptions and results of the Arizona Demand Study. The Arizona Demand Study and the demand study information developed by the other Colorado River Basin States will be input to the larger Colorado River Basin Study to determine Basin-wide potential water supply and demand imbalances through 2060. The Basin Study Program, which will include a climate impact component, will quantify the expected supply shortfall and analyze potential response options.  Ms. Benemelis also participated in a conference call with the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study Steering Committee to discuss the status and progress of the Basin Study. 
ADWR’s regional water planners Tom Whitmer and Linda Stitzer attended several meetings of Arizona’s watershed partnerships and organizations including Show Low Creek Watershed Enhancement Partnership in Pinetop; Gila Watershed Partnership in Safford; Upper San Pedro Partnership in Sierra Vista; Verde Watershed Association in Prescott; Yavapai Water Advisory Committee in Prescott; Northwest Watershed Council in Kingman; Upper Little Colorado River Watershed Partnership in Eager; Northern Arizona Municipal Water Users Association in Williams; Community Watershed Alliance Meeting in Benson; and the Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council in Flagstaff.
SUCCESS STATISTICS

SPECIAL EVENTS

On June 18th, Senator Jon Kyl hosted a meeting in ADWR’s Verde conference rooms to present his thoughts on the relationship between water use and solar power. Senator Kyl recently published a briefing paper on the Solar/Water Nexus in which he raised many issues and challenges relating to the location of significant solar power plants in the arid Southwest and posed questions for Arizona policymakers to address as they proceeded through the solar plant siting process. 

EFFICIENCY REVIEW

ADWR continued its efforts to streamline its permitting processes through meetings of the Surface Water rights stakeholder group and the Assured and Adequate Water supply stakeholder group. Additionally, ADWR completed its time-tracking application to allow permitting staff the ability to easily track their time spent on permitting tasks with the capability to provide detailed work notes for applicant invoicing.
WHAT’S NEXT JULY 2010
PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

On July 1st, the Conservation/Recycling/Efficiency/Energy Nexus Working Group of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability will meet. The Group will review the Interim Report that is due to the Panel on early July.  The meeting will also include discussion on the summary of recommendations on the Phase 2 Report for the Water and Wastewater Infrastructure, Supply and Planning Study from the City of Tucson and Pima County.

On July 9th, the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability will meet. The Panel will review the Work Group Interim Reports and the Interim Report for the Panel in preparation for issue prioritization at the August 6th Panel meeting. 

On July 14th, Assistant Director of the Water Management Division Sandra Fabritz-Whitney will attend the Santa Cruz Active Management Area Water Storage Study meeting. 

On July 9th, The Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability will meet at ADWR in the Verde Conference Rooms. The meeting is scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m.

On July 15th and 16th Director Guenther and staff will represent Arizona at the Colorado River Bi-national Negotiations in Las Vegas. The federal government is currently in process of negotiating a treaty amendment with Mexico concerning Colorado River shortages, among other issues. The Seven Basin States principal representatives are asked to be present in case immediate consultation is required.

On July 16th, ADWR staff will participate in a tour sponsored by Resolution Copper to see the mine’s use of water resources and the renewable supplies it has included with its portfolio.

On July 18th, ADWR staff will lead a pre-application meeting for the Sonoran Solar Energy project to discuss General Industrial Use permitting requirements for groundwater pumped within an AMA.

Notices regarding flexibility account overages for the year 2009 will be mailed to affected Irrigation Grandfathered Right owners in the Prescott, Phoenix, Tucson and Santa Cruz AMAs in July.

Failure to file the 2009 Annual Groundwater Withdrawal and Use Reports and the 2009 Community Water System Reports are scheduled to be mailed in July.  The Department will include a copy of the annual report with the notice to encourage a higher response and submittal rate than achieved in previous years.

Dam Safety staff intend to inspect the following dams in July:

· Dam safety inspections of the significant hazard potential, state owned (AZ G&F), Big Lake Dam and Lee Valley Dam located in Apache County.  There are no safety deficiencies currently identified for either of these dams.

· Dam safety inspections of the high hazard potential dams, West Park Dam and East Park Dam, North Mountain Flood Detention #3 Dam and Phoenix Detention Basin #7 Dams located in Maricopa County.  No safety deficiencies are associated with these dams.

· Dam safety inspection of the significant hazard potential, privately owned, Brine Disposal Pond Dam located in Mohave County.  There are no safety deficiencies currently identified for this dam.  
· Dam safety inspection of the high hazard potential, privately owned, Pan Dam located in Yavapai County.  There are no safety deficiencies currently identified for this dam.  

· Dam safety inspections of the low hazard potential, publically owned, Clear Creek #1 and Clear Creek #2 Dams located in Navajo County.
OUTREACH

On July 13th, Deputy Director Smith will participate on a panel chaired by Dr. Sharon Megdal on Arizona Water Sustainability Challenges at the Western Agricultural College Deans annual meeting hosted by Dean Eugene Sander at the University of Arizona.

On July 14th, Brian Cosson will conduct a Community Assistance Contact (CAC) conference call with staff from the Town of Paradise Valley. The purpose of the CAC is to share flood insurance related information; to discuss the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for accuracy and the need for additional flood data, to discuss the Town's current floodplain management regulations and procedures for development review, permits and inspections; to discuss variances and enforcement procedures; and to offer general technical assistance to current staff. Mr. Cosson will also conduct a Community Assistance Visit (CAV) field tour to document buildings constructed within the FEMA 100-year floodplain in the City of Surprise. The field tour is the first step of a CAV to evaluate a community's floodplain management program. On July 15th, he will conduct an office CAV to the City of Surprise to evaluate their overall floodplain management program. The Surprise office CAV will include staff from the Flood Control District of Maricopa County (District) because the city is county-dependent to the District for floodplain mapping and permitting. Finally, on July 26th, Mr. Cosson will attend the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors Advisory Committee meeting in Nogales to discuss the draft Santa Cruz County Flood Control District Floodplain and Erosion Management Ordinance. The advisory committee, comprised of 6 Nogales property owners and 3 unincorporated area property owners, was formed to solicit input from property owners who are affected by floodplain regulations. This is the sixth advisory committee meeting.

SPECIAL EVENTS
On July 19th through July 22nd, Michael Johnson, Assistant Director for Surface Water, will attend a meeting in Jackson Hole, Wyoming of the National Dam Safety Review Board, of which he is a member.  The 11-member Review Board includes representatives from the five federal agencies that own and/or regulate dams - U.S. Department of Agriculture, Department of Defense, Department of the Interior, FEMA and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  The Board also includes five state dam safety officials and one private-sector member.  The responsibilities of the Review Board include advising the administrator of FEMA, consulting with FEMA on funding for states participating in the National Dam Safety Program, and monitoring state implementation of the assistance program.  All travel costs are paid by FEMA.

LEGISLATION

On July 8th, Director Guenther and staff will attend meetings of the Legislative Mining Ad Hoc committee and Agricultural Ad Hoc Committee in House Hearing Room 1. The meeting is for the purpose of reviewing recommendations made throughout the last legislative session during which many meetings of this group were conducted. Director Guenther is a member of both committees.

EFFICIENCY REVIEW

ADWR will complete the billing/invoicing and payment modules for its new hourly billing for permits. These modules will also allow the Department to easily produce reports on revenue received per permitting program.










