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PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

On July 8th, the Department issued Public Notice for its draft Decisions and Orders for the Redesignation of Assured Water Supply for 12 water providers in the Phoenix Active Management Area. Copies of the draft Decisions and Orders have been provided to the cities of Peoria, Phoenix, Surprise, Glendale, El Mirage, Avondale, Scottsdale, Mesa, Chandler, Gilbert, Tempe and the Apache Junction Water Utility Community Facilities District (WUCFD). Parties will have 30 days to file objections. The basis of the objection must be that the Department’s draft decision and order is not consistent with the Assured Water Supply Rules.
On July 9th, the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability met. The Panel reviewed the Work Group Interim Reports and the Interim Report for the Panel in preparation for issue prioritization at the August 6th Panel meeting. During the month of July, the Working Groups of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability met. The five working groups have been tasked with prioritizing the issues described in their Interim Reports, and will re-submit their “top ten” issues to the Co-Chairs of the Panel before the August Blue Ribbon Panel meeting. The Panel will decide which issues the Working Groups will focus on and the groups will begin to develop recommendations based upon these prioritized issues. 

Within Arizona’s Active Management Areas (AMA), the closing of all the AMA offices as a result of budget cuts has significantly reduced the Department’s activities. ADWR does attempt to continue some outreach work in addition to the regulatory activities it maintains. On July 14th, ADWR staff participated in a Santa Cruz Active Management Area Water Storage Study meeting. On July 19th, Assistant Director for Water Management Sandra Fabritz-Whitney met with Chris Udall and Bill Plummer of the Arizona Agri-Business Council to discuss issues related to extinguishment credits and delayed development on agricultural lands.
ADWR maintains its focus on permitting and licensing with activity in the Assured and Adequate Water Supply and Recharge and Groundwater Permitting program areas. On July 1st, Recharge staff conducted two pre-recharge inspections on two separate City of Chandler Underground Storage Facilities. Both the Chandler Tumbleweed Park Recharge Facility (#71-560347.0006) and the Chandler Ocotillo Recharge & Recovery Facility (#71-583023.0002) added two new Aquifer Storage & Recovery wells (four wells total).  The inspection consisted of photographing, GPSing, and sounding (for depth to groundwater) each well.  Both facilities passed their inspections and were told they could begin accruing recharge credits (in the new wells) as of July 1, 2010. 

On July 21st, Office of Assured and Adequate Water Supply staff held a pre-application meeting for a Water Adequacy Report for a project named Miramonte at Sierra Vista Coronado Commons. This project is located in Cochise County.  The project is approximately 7 acres with 64 single family lots.  The source of water supply would be groundwater.  Liberty Water Company – Bella Vista will serve water to the subdivision. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the cost of the review process as well as discuss the appropriate model to use and what information to include in the model to account for this development. Buck Schmidt with Basin Wells Associates and Westland Resources will attend this meeting on behalf of the applicant.  

On July 29th, Recharge staff held a pre-application meeting with Resolution Copper representatives and their consultants to discuss their application for four Water Storage Facility Permits, one at each of the following recharge facilities all located in the Phoenix AMA: Agua Fria Recharge Project Underground Storage Facility (USF) - Managed USF Permit No. 71-569775.0003; Agua Fria Recharge Project Underground Storage Facility - Constructed USF Permit No. 71-569776.0003; Hieroglyphic Mountains Recharge Project Underground Storage Facility, USF Permit No. 71-584466.0002; and Tonopah Desert Recharge Project Underground Storage Facility, USF Permit No. 71-593305.0000.

During the month of July, over 1100 Failure to File the AMA 2009 Annual Groundwater Withdrawal and Use Reports and the 2009 Community Water System Reports were mailed out.  The Department included a copy of the annual report form with the notice with hopes of a higher response and submittal rate than achieved in previous years.  Notices of 2009 Flexibility Account Credit overages were also mailed to 69 Irrigation Grandfathered Rightholders located within the Pinal AMA.

On July 14th, Brian Cosson conducted a Community Assistance Contact (CAC) conference call with staff from the Town of Paradise Valley. The purpose of the CAC is to share flood insurance related information; to discuss the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for accuracy and the need for additional flood data, to discuss the Town's current floodplain management regulations and procedures for development review, permits and inspections; to discuss variances and enforcement procedures; and to offer general technical assistance to current staff. Also on July 14th and 15th, Mr. Cosson conducted a Community Assistance Visit (CAV) field tour and office visit with the City of Surprise to document buildings constructed within the FEMA 100-year floodplain and to evaluate their overall floodplain management program. Staff from the Flood Control District of Maricopa County (District) participated because the city is county-dependent to the District for floodplain mapping and permitting. On July 26th, Mr. Cosson attended the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors Advisory Committee meeting in Nogales to discuss the draft Santa Cruz County Flood Control District Floodplain and Erosion Management Ordinance. The advisory committee, comprised of 6 Nogales property owners and 3 unincorporated area property owners, was formed to solicit input from property owners who are affected by floodplain regulations. This is the sixth advisory committee meeting.

On July 19th through July 22nd, ADWR Assistant Director for Surface Water and Chief Engineer Michael Johnson attended a meeting in Jackson Hole, Wyoming of the National Dam Safety Review Board, of which he is a member.  The 11-member Review Board includes representatives from the five federal agencies that own and/or regulate dams - U.S. Department of Agriculture, Department of Defense, Department of the Interior, FEMA and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  The Board also includes five state dam safety officials and one private-sector member.  The responsibilities of the Review Board include advising the administrator of FEMA, consulting with FEMA on funding for states participating in the National Dam Safety Program, and monitoring state implementation of the assistance program.  All travel costs are paid by FEMA.

On July 22nd, one of the Tempe Town Lake’s dam bladders burst, causing the release of the lake’s contents. Mr. Johnson and ADWR staff worked diligently with the City to explain the requirements needed to receive approval to begin construction of the replacement structure so that it might be completed and store water for a significant event the City plans to host in November. ADWR staff completed their review and approved the City’s modified plan and schedule on July 29th, only a week after the dam failure occurred. ADWR responded to several media inquiries as a result of the dam failure, including a series of stories that ran in the Arizona Republic and the online EV Tribune.
Dam safety staff performed several safety inspections of the following dams during the month of July: 

· Fool Hollow Dam and Black Canyon Dam both state owned (AZ G&F) and high hazard potential.  Both have safety deficiencies associated with the inability to safely pass the inflow design flood.  Future plans consist of enlarging Black Canyon Dam’s emergency spillway. 
· Brine Disposal Pond Dam, significant hazard potential, privately owned, located in Mohave County.  There are no safety deficiencies currently identified for this dam.  

· Lone Pine Dam, high hazard potential, owned by the Navajo County, and used for flood control.  Lone Pine Dam is classified as “Unsafe Requiring Rehabilitation or Removal” for the uncontrolled and excessive seepage as well as foundation concerns.  

· Daggs Dam, high hazard potential, privately owned, and located in Navajo County.  Two safety deficiencies have already been identified for this dam one for lack of adequate emergency action plan and one for dam stability.

· Jaques Dam, high hazard potential, owned by the City of Show Low.  Jaques Dam is classified as “Unsafe Pending Evaluation of the Flood Passing Capability” as it has the inability to safely pass the inflow design flood. 

· Schoens Dam, high hazard potential, owned by Navajo County, and used for flood control.  The lake level is limited due to the excess seeps at a high water surface elevation.

· Clear Creek No.1 and 2 Dams located in Navajo County.  The dams impound water for irrigation use.  No safety deficiencies have been identified for the dams.  
Colorado River negotiations and program activities were very much at the forefront of July’s work. On July 12th, Perri Benemelis, Manager of Colorado River Management, participated in a technical committee meeting conference call associated with the U.S./Mexico Colorado River water use negotiations. The purpose of the call was to continue progress toward further development of a Minute to the 1944 Treaty that addresses Colorado River water shortage sharing, storage of a portion of Mexico’s treaty apportionment in U.S. reservoirs, salinity, and the reconstruction of Mexico’s irrigation system infrastructure which was severely damaged by the April 4, 2010 earthquake. 

On July 13th, Ms. Benemelis participated in a conference call with the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study steering committee to discuss the compilation and presentation of data submitted by the Seven Basin States to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation for the Basin Study. The purpose of the Study is to evaluate current and future Colorado River water supply and demand imbalances through 2060. The Basin Study Program will qualify the expected water supply shortfall for each of the Basin States and analyze response options including conservation, Colorado River operational changes and water supply augmentation. On July 14th, Ms. Benemelis and Mr. Don Gross with Colorado River Management will participate in a conference call with the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study sub-team to identify alternative scenarios for the water demand schedules that best describe the potential range associated with future water demand for the Basin States.

Also on July 13th, Ms. Benemelis and Colorado River Management staff participated in a conference call with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to discuss Reclamation’s strategy for delineating the Colorado River water accounting surface for the purpose of identifying Colorado River water users.

On July 14th, Ms. Benemelis met with the Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group for the purpose of developing a recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior to modify the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup for the subsequent two-year period. 

On July 15th, Ms. Benemelis took part in a conference call with the Seven Basin States technical committee to discuss revised strategies for storing water supplies in lakes Powell and Mead that better address the coordinated operation of the reservoir system under the Colorado River Interim Guidelines. 

On July 16th, Director Guenther, Ms. Benemelis and Nicole Klobas, ADWR legal counsel, met in Las Vegas with the Colorado River Basin States, Reclamation, and State Department water resources representatives to continue negotiations to develop a Treaty Minute for Colorado River water shortage sharing and management of water supplies.
On July 19th, Don Gross with Colorado River Management attended a meeting with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and other Lower Colorado River Basin States to finalize the procedures for implementing the Inadvertent Overrun and Payback Policy for Colorado River water contractors. Representatives will also continue to develop procedures for the Intentionally Created Surplus Policy. Also on July 19th, Ms. Benemelis met with the Glen Canyon Dam Desired Future Condition Ad Hoc group to continue its efforts to more clearly define program goals for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup.  The Workgroup, a federal advisory group formed under the Grand Canyon Protection Act of 1992, makes recommendations to the Secretary of Interior regarding proposed operation of Glen Canyon Dam with the goal of preserving and enhancing the ecology of Grand Canyon.

On July 26th, Ms. Benemelis met with the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study steering committee to discuss the compilation and presentation of data submitted by the seven Basin States to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation for the Basin Study. The purpose of the Study is to evaluate current and future Colorado River water supply and demand imbalances through 2060. The Basin Study Program will quantify the expected water supply shortfall for each of the Basin States and analyze response options including conservation, Colorado River operational changes and water supply augmentation. On July 27th, Ms. Benemelis and Mr. Gross participated in a conference call with the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study sub-team to develop scenarios for the water demand schedules that best describe the potential range associated with future water demand for the Basin States.

Also on July 27th, Tricia McCraw with Colorado River Management participated in a conference call with Technical Workgroup members for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup (AMWG) to discuss components of its draft Ad Hoc Group Report for the AMWG. On July 28th, Ms. Benemelis met with the Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group for the purpose of further developing the Group’s recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior to modify the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup for the subsequent two-year period. 

OUTREACH

On July 12th, Director Guenther participated with other community leaders in a series of meetings regarding “Informed Perception Project” sponsored by APS.  The community leaders have been asked to provide their expertise regarding energy resource options. APS has selected Morrison Institute for Public Policy to facilitate the project. 

On July 13th, Deputy Director Smith participated on a panel chaired by Dr. Sharon Megdal on Arizona Water Sustainability Challenges at the Western Agricultural College Deans annual meeting hosted by Dean Eugene Sander at the University of Arizona.

On July 14th, Conservation and Drought Program Coordinator, Susan Craig presented at the Pima County Local Drought Impact Group meeting. The update included information on budget cuts – the impact to the Drought Program – and review of monthly drought status report. The water resource sustainability assessment funded by WIFA was also discussed. The meeting was attended via phone, but held in Tucson at 2:30 p.m. On July 21st, Ms. Craig also presented (via telephone) at the Mohave County Local Drought Impact Group meeting. The update included information on budget cuts – the impact to the Drought Program – and review of the weekly U.S. Drought Monitor. The water resource sustainability assessment funded by Water Infrastructure Finance Authority and the upcoming community water system vulnerability assessment were also discussed. The meeting was held in Kingman.

On July 15th, Director Guenther held a meeting with his Colorado River Advisory Council. The director discussed pending negotiations with Mexico, the Basin Study progress and some water accounting issues.

Also on July 15th, Director Guenther met with Jim Kenna, State Director of the United States Bureau of Land Management (BLM), to discuss water strategies and energy issues. ADWR is a cooperating agency on several BLM Environmental Impact Study scoping efforts for proposed solar generating facilities on BLM lands.

On July 16th, ADWR staff participated in a tour of the Resolution Copper facility near Superior. Resolution Copper showed the Department its sustainable water resource operations, including its use of a nearby irrigation district as a groundwater savings facility.

On July 21st through 23rd, Director Guenther represented Arizona at the Western States Water Council meeting in Nevada.  He is currently on the Executive Committee and a member of the Water Committee.  In October, he will become the Chair of the Water Committee. The Western States Water Council serves as a technical resource to the Western Governors Association.

On July 21st, Groundwater Permitting Manager Scott Miller along with Legal Counsel Ken Slowinski met with Sheryl Sweeney, Ryley, Carlock & Applewhite to discuss Metro Water District’s groundwater industrial use application.

On July 22nd, Mr. Miller attended a West Valley Central Arizona Project Subcontractors (WESTCAPS) meeting. WESTCAPS is a coalition of cities, towns, private water companies, and a state agencies in the West Phoenix Metropolitan area that have undertaken a planning process to identify and evaluate options that will allow its members to use Central Arizona Project (CAP) water to which they are entitled.

LEGISLATION AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS

On July 8th, Director Guenther, Chief Counsel Ken Slowinski and Assistant Director Sandy Fabritz-Whitney attended the Mining Ad Hoc committee meeting in House Hearing Room 1.

AUGUST 2010
PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

On August 2nd, Assistant Director of the Water Management Division Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, Groundwater Permitting Manager Scott Miller, and Assured Water Supply Manager Doug Dunham are scheduled to meet with Mike Pearce to discuss the proposed Areva Solar Project.  

Also on August 2nd, Conservation and Drought Program Coordinator Susan Craig will facilitate the quarterly State Drought Monitoring Technical Committee meeting. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss Arizona’s short- and long-term drought situation and subsequent drought status update/report. The meeting will be held at the National Weather Service office in Tempe. 

On August 3rd, ADWR staff will conduct a pre-recharge inspection of the City of Surprise (City) SPA-1 Water Reclamation (Recharge) Facility (USF #71-562521.0003) The City recently modified their SPA-1 USF permit to add vadose zone recharge wells to their facility.    The purpose of the inspection is to inspect the new vadose zone recharge wells to ensure compliance with permit conditions and construction design, as well as photograph and GPS the wells.   Upon completion of the inspection, Recharge staff will notify the city whether or not the new vadose zone wells are compliant with provisions of the permit and commence delivering water to the new wells with the intent to accrue long term storage credits.

On August 5th, ADWR staff will hold a pre-application meeting for a development called Intaglio located in La Paz County. The proposed project is approximately 160 acres with 600 RV lots.  The source of water supply will be groundwater however, a water provider has not been determined at this time. The owners representative is Dwight Zemp, Santec and the consultant is Chris Catalano with Southwest Ground-water Consultants, Inc.  

On August 6th, Director Guenther and Deputy Counsel Nicole Klobas will participate in the continuing Seven Basin States Bi National negotiations in Las Vegas. Work continues on efforts to establish a framework for a new treaty minute within which shortage sharing with Mexico and specific projects for water conservation/augmentation might be addressed.
Also on August 6th, the public comment period ends for the proposed decisions and orders for the redesignation of assured water supply for Phoenix AMA water providers. Should no objections be filed, the Department will proceed to finalize the decisions and issue the designations. 

Sometime during the month of August, the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability (Panel) will meet. The Working Groups established by the Blue Ribbon Panel have been asked to identify issues that they feel are obstacles to increased water sustainability in Arizona. In order to facilitate and focus further Panel discussion/examination of the most pressing issues, the Work Groups were also asked to identify the “top 10” obstacles to increased water sustainability on their lists. The Panel has been provided with the complete list of issues from each Working Group, along with all the issues that were identified as the “top 10” obstacles and will discuss the Working Groups lists and recommend priorities and provide further direction to each Working Group for further discussion/examination at this meeting.

On August 13th, Director Guenther will hold the first meeting of his Water Resources Development Commission in accordance with House Bill 2661. The agenda for the first meeting will include an outline of the tasks ahead and how the members, advisors, and legislators view the process.

On August 18th, ADWR’s Laura Grignano will attend an Alternatives Development Workshop for the Hyder Valley Solar Energy Project EIS at the Bureau of Land Management National Training Center in Phoenix, Arizona.  

On August 26th, Deputy Director Smith will attend the CAP’s “ADD Water BIG meeting”. The purpose of the BIG meeting is to provide an overview and update of the ADD Water group’s progress and identify next steps.

During the month of August, Assistant Director of the Water Management Division, Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Groundwater Permitting Manager Scott Miller will host a meeting of the Phoenix AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Council. The Council will discuss their recommendation for 2011 groundwater withdrawal fees. Also during this month, staff plans to meet with the Tucson AMA, Santa Cruz AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Councils to discuss withdrawal fees within that AMA.
OUTREACH

On August 18th, Assured and Adequate Water Supply/Recharge Program Manager Doug Dunham has been invited to be the guest speaker at the Carefree/Cave Creek RMS monthly meeting.  Mr. Dunham will give an update on water resources and wells in the North Valley area. 

Also on August 18th, Deputy Director Smith will attend the annual Central Arizona Project Association breakfast to hear an update from the group and its plans for the future.

On August 19th, Director Guenther is the keynote speaker at the Arizona Water Law CLE conference.  He will provide an update on the primary water issues in Arizona.

On August 24th, Director Guenther and ADWR staff will meet with Judge Eddward Ballinger and Special Master George Schade to discuss budget impacts on the adjudication process. This is an annual meeting held at the Court’s request to evaluate the agency’s capacity to perform the tasks scheduled for completion within a planned 12-24 months period of time.
On August 25th, Director Guenther, Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and representatives from Central Arizona Project will meet with Paul Orme and Grant Ward to discuss Ag Pool concepts for continued use of CAP water for agriculture.

On August 26th, Director Guenther will participate in a panel discussion at the annual meeting of the League of Arizona Cities and Towns.  The panel includes Director Grumbles and Commissioner Mayes.  They will discuss the Blue Ribbon Panel process, the work group outcomes and the prioritization of issues.

On August 27th, Director Guenther will attend the Morrison Institute discussion of APS customer alternative energy options.  The group name is Informed Perceptions Project and Director Guenther is an invited participant in the APS effort.
The following are the currently scheduled meetings ADWR’s regional water planners, Linda Stitzer and Tom Whitmer, have for the month of August:    

August 2, Upper San Pedro District Board Meeting in Bisbee  

August 3, Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership meeting in Cordes Junction  

August 3, Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Committee Executive Committee Meeting in Flagstaff to Plan Annual Strategic Planning Retreat 

August 5, Yavapai Appraisal Study Technical Work Group Meeting in Prescott.  

August 5, Yavapai Technical Advisory Committee Meeting in Prescott. 

August 10, Show Low Creek Watershed Enhancement Partnership Meeting in Pinetop 

August 11, Gila Watershed Partnership Meeting in Safford 

August 11, Upper San Pedro Partnership meeting in Sierra Vista 

August 17, 4 Forest Restoration initiative Stakeholder Meeting in Sedona

August 18, Verde Watershed Association meeting in Prescott

August 18, Yavapai Water Advisory Council meeting in Prescott

August 18, Northwest Watershed Council meeting in Kingman

August 19, Upper Little Colorado River Watershed Partnership meeting in Eagar

August 19, Upper San Pedro District stakeholder meeting in Sierra Vista 

August 20, Northern Arizona Municipal Water Users Association Technical Advisory Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

August 24, Community Watershed Alliance Meeting in Benson 

August 26, Coconino Plateau Executive Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

August 26, Coconino Technical Advisory Council Meeting in Flagstaff

August 27, Coconino Government Affairs Meeting in Flagstaff

August 27, Coconino Public Outreach Meeting in Flagstaff

August 27, Coconino Water Advisory Council Meeting in Flagstaff

August 31, Coordinated Resource Management Meeting in Phoenix

LEGISLATION
On August 18th, at the request of ADWR’s JLBC analyst Aaron Galeener, ADWR will provide a briefing on the budget reduction impacts to agency programs. Agency presentations will include impacts to the technical data gathering efforts in the field to elimination of customer service related to permitting and licensing, and the agency’s inability to respond to questions and requests for information from the public. 










