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Monthly Agency Report July 2011
Director’s Schedule
July 12th, Municipality Fee Stakeholder meeting (WB 1624) at 10:00 a.m. in the Verde conference rooms
July 12th, Director Fabritz-Whitney will present an update on ADWR past, present and future before the Salt River Project Water Group annual strategy session.

July 13th, representatives from the Town of Buckeye and Roosevelt Irrigation District will meet with Director Fabritz-Whitney to discuss an Assured & Adequate Water Supply Certificate.

July 15, the full Water Resources Development Commission will meet at 10:00 a.m. in the Verde conference rooms

July 15, Colorado River Advisory Council meeting at 1:30 p.m. in the Salt River conference room
Surface Water Rights Permitting
Post-Wildfire Flood Mitigation

In July, ADWR will support the statewide response for mitigating adverse consequences of post-fire flooding in the following ways:

· Install five or more rain gauges and a radio repeater within the Wallow Fire burn area in Apache County.  This information will assist the National Weather Service in issuing timely and accurate flood warnings and provide early warning to local communities.

· Coordinate and assist affected counties and the Burn Area Emergency Response (BAER) Teams in each of the burn areas in identifying flood warning needs.

· Provide dam and reservoir data on an as-needed basis to ADEM, affected counties and BAER Teams.

· Coordinate with the US Forest Service and perform supplemental inspections of dams affected by the Wallow Fire.

Dam Safety 

The following Dam Safety inspections are scheduled:

· On July 12th, Mr. Charles Merritt, P.E. will inspect the three dams located in Navajo County.  Daggs and Millet Swale Dams are owner by the Silver Creek Irrigation District (SCID).  Jaques Dam (aka Show Low Lake) is owned by the City of Show Low.  ADWR recently made a grant from the Dam Repair Fund to the SCID for completing construction plans and specifications for rehabilitation of Millet Swale Dam for correction of safety deficiencies for severe embankment erosion and inability to safely pass the required inflow design flood.  The SCID is currently seeking funding for construction of the necessary repairs.  Jaques Dam also has a safety deficiency for inability to safely pass the required inflow design flood.  Daggs and Millet Swale Dams require updates to their Emergency Action Plans.
· On July 19th, Mr. Merritt will inspect two dams located in Graham County.  Roper Lake and Cluff Ranch No. 3 Dams are owned by the AGFD.  Cluff Ranch No. 3 Dam has a safety deficiency for the inability to safely pass the required inflow design flood.
Dam Safety staff will oversee construction activities at several dams:

· Black Canyon Dam owned by the Arizona Game & Fish Department for recreational and wildlife uses in Navajo County.

· Magma FRS Dam owned by Magma Flood Protection District for flood control use in Pinal County.

· Park Avenue Basin Complex Dam owned by the Pima County Flood Control District.

· Plains LPG Dam owned by Plains LPG Services for industrial use in Maricopa County.

· White Tanks FRS No. 4 Dam owned by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.

Dam Safety staff will participate in rehabilitation planning, design and construction meetings for several dams:

· On July 14th, Ms. Nicole Spence-Gibson will attend a meeting to discuss the White Tanks FRS No. 4 Phase I and II Rehabilitation Project. 

· On July 20th, Ms. Spence-Gibson will participate in the Flood Control District of Maricopa County’s Quarterly Meeting.

· Every Friday of this month, Ms. Spence-Gibson will attend construction meetings for White Tanks FRS No. 4. 

Floodplain Management

On July 1st, Mr. Steve Dolan will conduct a Community Assistance Contact (CAC) to the Town of Patagonia in Santa Cruz County.  The purpose of a CAC is to discuss the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), the community’s Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), current floodplain management regulations, and to offer general technical assistance.

On July 15th, Mr. Brian Cosson will conduct NFIP CACs to the Towns of Hayden, Mammoth and Winkelman in Pinal County during the Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan meeting in Florence. All three communities are dependent to the Pinal County Flood Control District for floodplain management. 

On July 26th and 27th, Flood Mitigation Staff will conduct a National Flood Insurance Program Community Assistance Visit for the City of Yuma and Yuma County. Each community visit will include an office meeting to discuss procedures for development in Special Flood Hazard Areas and provide technical assistance related to floodplain management. 

On July 27th and 28th, Mr. Dolan will conduct a NFIP CAV field tour of buildings constructed within the FEMA 100-year floodplain of unincorporated Coconino County with Flood Control District staff.  The field tour is the first step of a CAV to discuss or provide technical assistance for the community’s floodplain management program.  

During the month, Mr. Dolan will attend training workshops by the Arizona Division of Emergency Management for Benefit-Cost Analysis and the Hazard Mitigation Assistance applications for the following FEMA grants:  Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, Pre-Disaster Mitigation, Flood Mitigation Assistance, Repetitive Flood Claims, and Severe Repetitive Loss.  State Agencies may apply for FEMA grants as funds to meet goals and objectives of the 2010 State Hazard Mitigation Plan. The FEMA Grants are also discussed with NFIP communities during Community Assistance Visits (CAV).

Water Resources Development Commission schedule:

July 11 – Recommendations working group
July 15 full commission meeting at 10:00 a.m. in our Verde conference rooms
Hydrology
July 21 bi-monthly meeting of the Arizona Land Subsidence Group
Regional Water Planning Outreach Team
July 5, Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership meeting in Cordes Junction

July 7, Yavapai Technical Advisory Committee Meeting in Cottonwood.

July 7, Yavapai Technical Working Group meeting Cottonwood

July 11, WRDC Recommendation Committee Meeting

July 12, Show Low Creek Watershed Enhancement Partnership Meeting in Pinetop

July 13, Upper San Pedro Partnership Meeting in Sierra Vista

July 13, Gila Watershed Partnership Meeting in Safford

July 15, WRDC meeting, 

July 19, Stormwater Project Meeting in Bisbee 

July 20, Verde Watershed Association meeting in Prescott

July 20, Yavapai WAC meeting in Prescott

July 20, Northwest Watershed Council meeting in Kingman

July 21, Upper Little Colorado River Watershed Partnership meeting in Eagar

July 22, NAMWUA TAC Meeting in Prescott

July 26, Community Watershed Alliance Meeting in Benson

July 27, Upper San Pedro TAC meeting in Sierra Vista

July 28, Coconino Plateau Executive Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

July 28, Coconino Plateau Technical Advisory Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

July 29, Coconino Plateau Government Affairs Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

July 29, Coconino Plateau Public Out Reach Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

July 29, Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council Meeting in Flagstaff
Water Management

On July 5th, Recharge and Groundwater Permitting staff, Doug Dunham, Lori Cason, Diane Kusel, Stella Murillo, and Pam Nagel is scheduled to meet with Mike Kafka, Laura Grignano and Thomas Little from APS, to discuss recharge long-term storage credit accounting and recovery.

On July 6th, the Department will hold an oral proceeding on the proposed rulemaking for the restoration of irrigation grandfathered rights that were extinguished for assured water supply credits in 2005, 2006 and 2007.   The Department is proposing to amend its Assured Water Supply Rules to address concerns raised by the agricultural and development communities regarding agricultural lands within active management areas that had their irrigation grandfathered rights (“IGFRs”) extinguished in exchange for assured water supply extinguishment credits during 2005, 2006 and 2007 in anticipation of development occurring on the lands.  Due to the economic recession, many of these lands have not been developed and are not anticipated to be developed in the near future.

On July 6th, Deputy Director Michael Lacey and Recharge Manager Doug Dunham are scheduled to meet with Brian Betcher, General Manager for Maricopa Stanfield Irrigation & Drainage District (MSIDD) to discuss reporting changes to MSIDD’s Groundwater Savings Facility Permit.  

On July 7th, Groundwater Permitting Manager Scott Miller will participate in a conference call for the Sonoran Solar Power Plant Project.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the aspects of the Environmental Impact Study process.

On July 7th, we are scheduled to meet with the Hohokam Irrigation and Drainage District to discuss raising the volume on their GSF permit.

On July 19th, Groundwater Permitting Manager Scott Miller has been invited to give a presentation to Pima County Realtors to educate them about water rights and well drilling within AMAs.

On July 20th, Groundwater Permitting Manager Scott Miller will participate in a conference call for the Hyder Valley Solar Power Plant Project.  There will be discussion on the aspects of the Environmental Impact Study process.
Water Protection Fund
On July 8th Arizona Water Protection Fund Manager Rodney Held has a meeting at the Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area office at 8 a.m. to discuss final restoration design plans for the Hunter's Hole River Restoration Project that was funded by the Arizona Water Protection Fund Commission.

 

 The Arizona Water Protection Fund Commission's Executive Committee will be holding a business meeting at ADWR on July 12 at 1:30.  

 

On July 10th at 10:00 a.m. Susan and I will be meeting with the City of Flagstaff and their technical consultants to conduct a site inspection and discuss implementation of Phase II of the Picture Canyon Riparian Restoration Project that was funded by the Arizona Water Protection Fund Commission.
Colorado River Management
On July 5th, Ms. Benemelis will attend a Colorado River Advisory Council meeting. The Council is comprised of Department, Central Arizona Project and other Colorado River water users and providers.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the status of current Colorado River and CAP water use issues.

On July 11th, Ms. Benemelis will attend an Arizona Water Banking Authority meeting to discuss storage credit distribution.

On July 15th, Ms. Benemelis will attend a Colorado River Advisory Council meeting. The Council is comprised of Department, Central Arizona Project and other Colorado River water users and providers.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the status of current Colorado River and CAP water use issues.
On July 20th through July 21st, Ms. Benemelis and Ms. Ikeya will attend a two-day bi-national salinity meeting with U.S. and Mexico representatives. The discussion will focus on continuing efforts to address hydrologic and salinity issues that are associated with shortage sharing reductions and for the development of bi-national water conservation projects to extend Lower Basin Colorado River water supplies.

On July 28th, Ms. Benemelis, Ms. Ikeya and Mr. Gross will consult with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and Colorado River Basin States representatives regarding the continued development of the draft 2011 Annual Operating Plan (AOP) for the Colorado River system. Drafted on an annual basis, each plan reports on the past operations of the Colorado River reservoirs for the most recent, completed year and presents the projected operations and releases from these reservoirs for the upcoming year.  All system operations must be conducted in a manner consistent with the Criteria for the Coordinated Long-Range Operation of the Colorado River Reservoirs.  










