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Monthly Agency Accomplishments Report February/March 2010

GRANTS AND FUNDING

Arizona Water Protection Fund Commission held a business meeting at the Water Resources Research Center in Tucson.

PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability

On February 5th, Director Guenther and Assistant Director of the Water Management Division Sandra Fabritz-Whitney participated in the second meeting of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability. The purpose of the panel is to promote and advance statewide sustainability of water by increasing the reuse, recycling, and conservation of water in the State of Arizona in an effective, efficient, and equitable manner. The panel consists of approximately 40 appointed members representing Legislative leadership, State Agencies, Local Governments, County Governments, Tribal Governments, Federal Government, Universities, Private Utilities, and NGOs (Environmental, Water Utility Assoc., Developer Groups, Golf Association, Electrical Utilities, etc.). ADWR Director Herbert Guenther, ADEQ Director Benjamin Grumbles, along with ACC Chairman Kristin Mayes will direct this statewide effort aimed at improving the long term sustainability of Arizona’s water supplies through increased conservation and recycling. On February 17th, Assistant Director of the Water Management Division Sandra Fabritz-Whitney participated in the first meeting of the Regulations and Permitting Working Group of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability. The goal of this work group is to identify regulatory impediments and make recommendations to streamline the reuse of reclaimed water. On February 25th, Assistant Director for the Water Management Division Sandra Fabritz-Whitney participated in the first meeting of the Water Conservation/Recycling/ Efficiency/ Energy Nexus Working Group of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability. The goal of this work group is to make recommendations regarding statutes, rules, policies, and strategies for increasing water conservation in the agricultural, industrial, and municipal sectors; increasing the recycling of water that is not considered reclaimed water; and reducing the water cost of energy and the energy cost of water. This meeting included a presentation of information on existing industrial, municipal and agricultural water conservation activities from Tucson AMA Water Resources Specialist Laura Grignano, Phoenix AMA Water Conservation Specialist Ruth Greenhouse and Pinal AMA Agricultural Planner Nick Kilb.

Community Water Planning–Drought and Conservation

Susan Craig, Community Water Planning Manager, was interviewed via phone by Alison Meadow with the University of Arizona regarding DroughtWatch, Arizona’s drought impact reporting tool.  Topics addressed were:  how ADWR got involved with DroughtWatch, some of the early decisions about the project, and ideas for the future; also met with Arizona State University (ASU) representatives and University of Arizona Cooperative Extension (UACE) Climate Specialist at ADWR to discuss and recap from last semester the collaborative drought monitoring applied project between ADWR, the ASU School of Sustainability, and UACE; and met via phone with State Drought Monitoring Technical Committee and National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC) representatives to discuss methods for providing input and feedback into the national drought impact reporter and arrangements for an Arizona road show for NDMC products.

Paul Charman with the Community Water Planning—Conservation Program met with Tucson Water Company employees as part of the Rinse Smart program.  Tucson Water Company requested more pre rinse spray valves for the successful ADWR/Tucson Water Company free pre rinse spray valve replacement program for commercial kitchens; also met with Gila River Watershed Partnership group and University of Arizona cooperative extension officials in Safford; and met with University of Arizona cooperative extension and local water utility company employees in Sierra Vista to discuss water efficiency programs.

Ms. Craig attended the Quarterly State Drought Monitoring Technical Committee meeting at the National Weather Service office at SRP in Tempe.  Topics on the agenda were:  review drought maps and conditions and drought impact data and also discuss input from Local Drought Impact Groups representatives.  A new approach to reporting drought status for the purpose of providing more current information was also discussed. Instead of monthly/quarterly drought status maps and reports, the majority of the Committee’s efforts will be put into weekly reporting to the U.S. Drought Monitor (http://drought.unl.edu/DM/MONITOR.html).  The U.S. Drought Monitor is a weekly publication that synthesizes multiple drought indices and impacts, and represents a consensus of federal and academic scientists.  State and local representatives are encouraged to participate in the map development by providing input on local conditions and impacts occurring in their area.  The Committee will continue to serve in this capacity. 

 

The U.S. Drought Monitor is well-known and, with the support of two federal agencies, is the rock solid system for reporting drought status to the nation. Drought status assessments will be timely and, therefore, more useful.  Eligibility for many funding and assistance programs is based on the drought status depicted by the U.S. Drought Monitor. The Committee believes that putting their efforts into making sure the U.S Drought Monitor (map) is reflective of Arizona conditions will serve stakeholder interests best.  To work through the details of transitioning to the U.S. Drought Monitor, including a communication strategy, the Committee has created a transition workgroup.  Details will be forthcoming.

Colorado River Management

Perri Benemelis, Colorado River Programs Manager, attended the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Federal Advisory Group meetings.  The agenda included an update from Interior on the Grand Canyon Trust lawsuit and review of 2008 high flow experiment and implications for establishing an experimental protocol; also met with representatives from Quartzsite and the Bureau of Reclamation to discuss options for the city to lease its Colorado River entitlement; met with the Basin Study Program Steering Committee (the program is a two year study of water supply and demand imbalances in the Colorado River Basin using a downscaled climate model); met with CAP, Pine Strawberry Domestic Improvement District, and Tom Whitmer manager of the ADWR Rural Program regarding assignment of the Brooke CAP subcontract entitlement; and participated in a meeting with Reclamation and other Lower Colorado River Basin States to discuss, and hopefully finalize, procedures for implementation of the Inadvertent Overrun and Payback Policy.

Ms. Benemelis and Don Gross with the Colorado River Section participated in a meeting with Reclamation and the Arizona Water Banking Authority regarding Reclamation’s detailed plan for shortage implementation in Arizona.  The Department will evaluate how planned implementation conforms to the criteria developed in Arizona Shortage Stakeholder process and adopted in the 2007 Interim Operating Guidelines for the Colorado River.

Adjudications & Planning

During the month of February, the Adjudications & Planning Support Section released the final AZGS report on Holocene geologic mapping along the Verde River; began work on cataloging de minimis water uses in the San Pedro River Watershed; continued to analyze the November 2009 Hopi amended claims and addressed comments on ADWR's Preliminary HSR; continued to compile comments on the Zuni well catalog and addressed report requests; continued to develop methodology to identify new agricultural lands in the Gila River Maintenance Area (GMA), a condition of the Gila River Indian Community (GRIC) Water Rights Settlement; and continued to process new Statement of Claimants (SOC) and maintain the SOC database.

Phoenix AMA

On February 2nd, Assistant Director of the Water Management Division Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Phoenix AMA Director Scott Miller met with John Hetrick, Salt River Project, Tom Buschatzke, City of Phoenix, Ed Nemecek, and a representative from Honeywell to discuss concerns over the Roosevelt Irrigation District’s (RID) proposed West Van Buren Pumping Plan. On February 22nd, Assistant Director for the Water Management Division Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, Chief Legal Counsel Ken Slowinski and Mr. Miller met with Dennis Shirley, Stan Ashby, and Dave Kimball, all representing RID, to discuss the Roosevelt Irrigation District Action Plan.  Also on February 2nd, Mr. Miller attended the WESTMARC Meeting at the City of Avondale to tour the City’s wetlands project. On February 11th, Mr. Miller met with the Dobson Ranch Home Owners Association to discuss their conservation activities pursuant to their agreement with ADWR in reducing their exterior water use.  On February 18th, Mr. Miller met with representatives from the City of El Mirage review the City’s draft Designation Decision and Order for its Designation of Assured Water Supply. On February 22nd, Mr. Miller met with representatives from the City of Surprise to review the City’s draft Designation Decision Order. On February 23rd, Mr. Miller met with representatives from the City of Avondale to review the City’s draft Designation Decision Order. On February 24th, Mr. Miller met with representatives from the City of Mesa to review the City’s draft Designation Decision Order.

On February 24th, Phoenix AMA Area Director Scott Miller met with Errol Montgomery and Southwest Solar to discuss a proposed solar power plant in the West Valley. 

Prescott AMA

Prescott AMA Director Gerry Wildeman and Prescott AMA staff Crystal Frost met with staff from Prescott Mile High Middle School to initiate discussions regarding completion of a school water audit project at the school.  

Pinal AMA

On February 9th, Pinal AMA Director Joe Singleton attended the Pinal County Water Augmentation Authority (PCWAA) monthly meeting.  PCWAA serves as a resource and partner for the development and augmentation of water resources for the benefit of all users in Pinal Active Management Area. On February 11th, Pinal AMA Agricultural Planner Nicholas Kilb represented the Department at the meeting of the Governor’s Agricultural Best Management Practices Committee. Also on February 11th, Tucson AMA Director Jeff Tannler, Pinal AMA Area Director Joe Singleton and Phoenix AMA Area Director Scott Miller met with Ken Buchanan, Assistant Pinal County Manager for Development Services and Jerry Stabley, Director, Pinal County Planning and Development Department to discuss water issues related to the Pinal County Comprehensive Plan. On February 25th, there was a meeting of the Groundwater User’s Advisory Council of the Pinal AMA. The Council received and update on water level and gravity measurement information, as well as the next steps of the Central Arizona Water Conservation District’s ongoing plans for water recovery in the Pinal AMA.
Santa Cruz AMA

On February 3rd Santa Cruz AMA Director Alejandro Bárcenas participated in a meeting with representatives of Rio Rico Properties regarding their application for a Certificate of Adequate Water supply for one of the subdivisions in the Rio Rico development. On February 23rd Mr. Bárcenas participated in a meeting with Bureau of Reclamation, City of Nogales and several consultants on the Water Storage Study for the Santa Cruz AMA. 

Tucson AMA

On February 2nd, Tucson AMA Director Jeff Tannler participated in a meeting with the Upper Santa Cruz Providers and Users Group (USC/PUG) and Green Valley area water activist Nancy Freeman to discuss options for addressing the Green Valley area’s local water declines, and other water issues.  Also on February 2nd, Tucson AMA Water Resources Specialist Laura Grignano participated in a monthly meeting of cooperating agencies involved in reviewing the Environmental Impact Statement (E.I.S.) for the proposed Sonoran Solar Project. The project is a utility scale concentrated solar power plant located in Rainbow Valley in the Phoenix AMA. On February 8th, there was a meeting of the Tucson AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Council (GUAC). Agenda items included the introduction of new GUAC members Jeff Biggs, Director of Tucson Water, and Leo Leonhart, Hydrogeologist with Hargis & Associates; an update of status of the Tucson AMA Demand and Supply Assessment; and update on ADWR funding issues. On February 18th, Tucson Water Resources Specialist Laura Grignano participated in a monthly meeting with other cooperating agencies assisting the US Forest Service in developing the draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Rosemont Copper Mine Plan of Operation. Also on February 18th, Tucson AMA Conservation Specialist Christina Bickelmann staffed a booth at the Green Your Business Workshop and Expo, sponsored by the City of Tucson WaterSmart Business program.  On February 24th Christina participated in a monthly meeting of the Tucson Landscape Advisory Committee. Also on February 24th Tucson AMA Water Resources Specialist Laura Grignano and Recharge Program Manager John Bodenchuk met with Eric Holler and Eve Halpert of the Bureau of Reclamation, to discuss Reclamation’s plans for enhancing effluent recharge in the Santa Cruz River.
Dam Safety

Dam safety engineers conducted safety inspections of seven dams during the month of February.  McMicken Dam is operated and maintained by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County and provides flood control and stormwater management to the cities of Phoenix and Surprise. The County is pursuing federal funding for rehabilitation of the dam to correct several safety deficiencies.  Magma Dam is operated and maintained by the Magma Flood Control District and provides flood control and stormwater management to the city of Florence and unincorporated Pinal County.  The District has submitted an application for a construction permit for needed repairs of the dam.  Murphy Reservoir and Clearwell Reservoir Dams are operated and maintained by Tucson Water for water supply for the City of Tucson.  Privately-owned Billingsley Nos. 2, 3 and 4 Dams are used for irrigation and stockwatering in Yavapai County.

On February 18th, ADWR approved a construction permit for the alteration and repair of Plains LPG Dam located in Maricopa County.  The dam forms industrial brine ponds at the Bumstead liquefied petroleum gas terminal.  Following the work, the dam will be in compliance with current design and operation standards.

On February 24th, dam safety staff met with engineers working with the Town of Fredonia to discuss ADWR requirements for final design for the Fredonia Floodway and Levee Project (i.e. replacement for unsafe Fredonia Dam).  The recommended project is to safely convert the function of the dam into a levee.  Repair of Fredonia Dam is ADWR’s highest priority dam safety project. 

Dam safety engineers began construction oversight of the second phase of a $32M rehabilitation project for White Tanks FRS No. 3 Dam, owned by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  The project resolves several identified safety deficiencies and is the first dam of its kind, having been re-designed for a known earth fissure risk zone.  The dam provides flood control and storm water management to Litchfield and Luke Air Force Base.

Floodplain Management

On February 1st through February 3rd, flood mitigation staff conducted a combined Community Assistance Visit (CAV) with FEMA Region IX for unincorporated Maricopa County.  On February 23rd – 26th, staff performed the CAV field tour to document and to photograph buildings constructed within the FEMA 100-year floodplain of Sedona, Camp Verde, and unincorporated Yavapai County.  The purpose of a CAV is to document floodplain management activities and to determine the need for technical assistance to ensure compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program regulations and Arizona Revised Statutes.  This work is made possible through a federal grant.

On February 11th, flood mitigation staff participated in the Multi-Agency Task Force (MATF) meeting.  The MATF is comprised of multiple levels of government and other stakeholders, including Salt River Project. The purpose of meetings is to share flood warning information and to receive input about the Department’s state-wide system and website.

On February 22nd, flood mitigation staff was invited to participate in the first meeting of the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors Advisory Committee meeting in Nogales to discuss the draft Santa Cruz County Flood Control District Floodplain and Erosion Management Ordinance.  The advisory committee is comprised of six Nogales property owners and three unincorporated area property owners and was formed to solicit input from property owners that are affected by floodplain regulations.

Surface Water Rights Permitting

On February 2nd, ADWR hosted a pre-application meeting with Freeport-McMoRan and City of Scottsdale to discuss pending submittals of 18 filings for severance and transfer of water rights and claims associated with the Planet Ranch and Lincoln Ranch properties in Mohave and La Paz Counties.  ADWR agreed to assist the applicants towards meeting an October 2010 deadline for processing of the applications.  ADWR offered to enter into a memorandum of understand (MOU) with Freeport-McMoRan for employing an outside consultant to assist with review, if necessary.

OUTREACH

On February 2nd, Director Guenther talked with the Roosevelt Water Conservation District Board of Directors about the budget, impact on ADWR, Fourth Management Plan and future water issues.

Water Management
On February 3rd, Phoenix AMA Area Director Scott Miller presented the Development of ADWR’s Well Impact Rules at the Lorman Conference on Groundwater Rights, Wells, and Uses. On February 16th, Phoenix AMA Conservation Coordinator Ruth Greenhouse participated in the monthly Arizona Municipal Water Users Association Conservation meeting.
On February 10th, Recharge Program Staff met with representative of the City of Sedona and their consultants to discuss the City’s progress on exploring alternative for recharging effluent.  Geophysical data collected was discussed as well as a planned exploration well.  This data will help the City better identify the location(s) for proposed aquifer recharge.

On February 11th, Director Guenther and staff met with representatives from the City of Mesa to discuss water resource issues in central Arizona and across the state.

On February 17th, Phoenix AMA Water Resource Specialist Kym Luttermoser participated in a City of Goodyear sponsored workshop on Water Conservation Planning for Larger Landscapes.  The goal of this workshop was to educate large landscape managers, on-site landscapers and city staff on how and why it is important to have a water conservation plan for large landscape facilities.”

On February 25th, Water Management Division staff hosted an Annual Report Workshop for Water Providers. The workshop included presentations from the Municipal Water Program, Assured and Adequate Water Supply Program, Recharge Program and Industrial Program. The purpose of this workshop was to clarify the annual reporting process, and explain changes to the annual report forms.  Twenty municipal providers attended the workshop. 

On February 27th Santa Cruz Area Director Alejandro Bárcenas made a presentation to the Nogales Zonta Club regarding water issues in Santa Cruz County and the future of the Santa Cruz River.

Surface Water

On February 8th – 10th, flood mitigation staff accompanied representatives of FEMA Region IX in meetings with the communities of Sierra Vista, Bisbee, Wilcox and Duncan to discuss floodplain mapping.  ADWR provides assistance and outreach to local communities through a federal partnership grant.

Regional Strategic Planning
ADWR’s Tom Whitmer provided substantial planning assistance to rural areas with expanding populations, limited groundwater resources, and unique environmental features.  Mr. Whitmer attended:  Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership meeting in Cordes Junction; participated in and facilitated breakout groups in Upper San Pedro Water District's (USPWD) Public Outreach meetings in Sierra Vista, Bisbee, and Huachuca City.  Legislation allowing establishment of the Upper San Pedro Water District was approved in 2007.  The Organizing Board, with the assistance of ADWR staff, drafted an organizational plan, a financial plan, and a comprehensive plan for the conservation, reuse, recharge, and augmentation of water in the District.  The Organizing Board hired the Gordley Design Group to conduct a survey in December 2009 to assess support for formation of the District and to facilitate a series of public meetings about the District.  The first group of public meetings is being conducted in February/March and the second series in May.  The election on formation of the District and its representatives is scheduled for November 2010.

Mr. Whitmer also attended:  Yavapai Appraisal Study Technical Work Group meeting, Yavapai Technical Advisory Committee meeting, Yavapai WAC meeting, and Verde Watershed Association meeting all held in Prescott; Show Low Creek Watershed Enhancement Partnership meeting in Pinetop; Gila Watershed Partnership meeting in Safford; Upper San Pedro Partnership and Upper San Pedro Water District Organizing Board meetings both held in Sierra Vista; Northwest Watershed Council meeting in Kingman; Upper Little Colorado River Watershed Partnership meeting in Eager;  Community Watershed Partnership meeting in Benson; Upper San Pedro Partnership Technical Advisory Committee; and NAMWUA Technical Advisory Committee meeting, Coconino Technical Advisory Council meeting, Coconino Plateau Executive Committee meeting, Coconino Government Affairs meeting, Coconino Public Outreach meeting, and Coconino Water Advisory Council meeting all held in Flagstaff.

SUCCESS STATISTICS

SPECIAL EVENTS

AWARDS AND HONORS

LEGISLATION AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS

On February 22nd SB 1359 was heard in Senate Natural Resources. This legislation establishes the Water Resources Fund at ADWR, redirects existing permit revenue from the general fund to the Water Resources Fund and authorizes the director to use Dam Repair Fund revenues to support the dam safety program. The bill as amended is not controversial and passed out of committee unanimously. The bill is also assigned to Senate Appropriations and has yet to have a hearing.

EFFICIENCY REVIEW

On February 23rd, Deputy Director for the Water Management Division Doug Dunham hosted the initial meeting of the Assured and Adequate Water Supply Efficiency Working Group. As part of the Department’s self funding strategy, the Department is undertaking an effort to reorganize and review internal processes for maximum efficiency.   Part of this process is a review of the Assured and Adequate Water Supply Program.  The Director has established a work group to review the Assured and Adequate Water Supply Program and to make possible modifications to the program to maximize efficiency. The meeting included a demonstration of new committed demand web tool. 

WHAT’S NEXT March 2010
Grants and Funding

On March 4th  (tentative), Susan Craig, Community Water Planning Manager, and Kelly Mott-Lacroix with the Community Water Planning Section—Drought Program will meet with the Water Infrastructure Finance Authority of Arizona to discuss potential funding opportunities for the Community Water System Program.  

On March 8th The Arizona Water Protection Fund Commission's Executive Committee will hold a business meeting 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at ADWR.

Programs and Initiatives

On March 1st, Director Guenther, Perri Benemelis and Nicole Klobas will attend the Seven Basin States meeting. They will be discussing bi-national projects and modeling. They will also discuss program updates relating to Basin States/ Reclamation Basin Study, Drop 2 Reservoir, Yuma Desalting Plant Pilot Run, Minute 316, Quantification Settlement Agreement litigation, solar developments and water supply forecasts.

On March 2nd, Compliance and Recharge staff will meet with Fountain of the Sun Country Club to discuss resolution of a Stipulation and Consent Order.  The country club is required to purchase and extinguish 81 acre-feet of long-term storage credits and the Department is assisting them in this matter.

On March 3rd, ADWR’s Kelly Mott-Lacroix will attend the Pima County Local Drought Impact Group meeting.  The meeting will be held at the Tucson Library at 2:30 p.m. On March 17th, ADWR’s Susan Craig will attend the Mohave County Local Drought Impact Group meeting via telephone.

Also on March 3rd, ADWR will host a presentation by the Tonto National Forest discussing an results of an instream flow assessment performed for Cherry Creek to investigate habitat for native and introduced fish species and to describe the beneficial use of a pending application for an instream flow water right.  The assessment was performed by the US Geological Survey in cooperation with the US Forest Service.

On March 5, the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability meeting will be held at ADWR from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  Each of the working groups will provide a summary of their meetings. The Panel is co-chaired by Director Guenther, Director Grumbles of ADEQ and Chairman Mayes of the ACC. There are five working groups exploring issues concerning sustainability of Arizona’s water supplies: Public perception and acceptance; regulations and permitting; infrastructure/retrofit; water conservation, efficiency, recycling and energy nexus; and economics and funding. On March 11th, Assistant Director of the Water Management Division Sandra Fabritz-Whitney will participate in the Water Conservation/Recycling/ Efficiency/ Energy Nexus Working Group meeting of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability. On March 24th, Ms. Fabritz-Whitney will participate in the Regulations and Permitting Working Group of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability.
On March 5th ADWR’s Perri Benemelis and Don Gross with the Colorado River Section will meet with Reclamation and the Arizona Water Banking Authority regarding Reclamation’s detailed plan for shortage implementation in Arizona.  The Department will evaluate how planned implementation conforms to the criteria developed in Arizona Shortage Stakeholder process and adopted in the 2007 Interim Operating Guidelines for the Colorado River. On March 10th and March 18th Ms. Benemelis will meet with CONAGUA, Reclamation, and other U.S. technical representatives to discuss additional hydrologic modeling in support of binational negotiations. On March 12th Ms. Benemelis will meet with Reclamation and the Steering Committee members of the Basin Study Program to coordinate technical work on Colorado River water supply and demand projections and system reliability metrics. On March 22nd Colorado River Management staff will meet with CAP and SRP regarding the Pine Water Company CAP subcontract. On March 23rd Colorado River Management staff will meet with members of the Inadvertent Overrun and Payback committee to further discuss program procedures and timeline.  This meeting will be followed by the first Colorado River Basin Supply and Demand public meeting.  On March 30th Ms. Benemelis will attend the Colorado River Basin Study Steering Committee meeting. 

On March 12th, ADWR will meet with the owner of Fenceline, Patterson, Dad Patterson and Haumont Dams located in Apache County.  On February 11, 2010 ADWR issued Notices of Violation for unapproved reconstruction of Fenceline, Patterson and Dad Patterson Dams and operation of Haumont Dams.  The three reconstructed low hazard potential dams are believed to have failed due to inadequate spillway size sometime in 2007 or 2008.

On March 17th, the Arizona Water Banking Authority will hold its quarterly meeting from 10:00 a.m. until Noon in the Verde conference rooms at ADWR.

On March 18th Tucson AMA Water Resources Specialist Laura Grignano will participate in a monthly meeting with other cooperating agencies assisting the US Forest Service in developing the draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Rosemont Copper Mine Plan of Operation.

The week of March 22nd, ADWR staff will accompany Salt River Project for a site visit to two locations where SRP has applied for approval to sever and transfer claimed historic water rights from the San Pedro River and subflow of the San Pedro River and Aravaipa Creek from crop irrigation to instream flow rights for wildlife.  The transfer of claimed water rights is related to requirements of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Roosevelt HCP Incidental Take Permit.

On March 23rd, Assistant Director of the Water Management Division Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Deputy Assistant Director Doug Dunham are scheduled to meet with Mayor Jackie Meck of the Town of Buckeye, along with Stephen Cleveland, Interim Town Manager Damon Dequenne, Water Resources Director and Hydrologist Ron Whitler, to discuss the Town’s application for a Designation of an Assured Water Supply. 
During the month of March, the Adjudications & Planning Section will:

-  Release the final AZGS report on Holocene geologic mapping along the Verde River.

-  Begin work on addressing comments to ADWR's June 2009 subflow zone delineation report for the San Pedro River Watershed.

-  Resume work on finalizing ADWR's boundary analysis report requested by the Special Master for the San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area (SPRNCA).

-  Continue work on cataloging de minimis water uses in the San Pedro River Watershed.

-  Continue to analyze the November 2009 Hopi amended claims and address comments on ADWR's Preliminary HSR, including discussion with Hopi and U.S. counsel and consultants.

-  Continue development of methodology to identify new agricultural lands in the Gila River Maintenance Area (GMA), a condition of the Gila River Indian Community (GRIC) Water Rights Settlement.

-  Continue to process new Statement of Claimants (SOC) and maintain the SOC database.

Outreach

On March 3rd, Director Guenther will join the Arizona Society of Professional Water Engineers-Papago Chapter for a discussion of water issues, concerns and our agency budget.

Also on March 3rd, Flood Mitigation staff will attend a meeting of the directors from each of the county flood control districts.  Staff will discuss aspects of the National Flood Insurance Program, flood hazard mapping and the state's participation in the Flood Warning System.  This is a semi-annual meeting sponsored by the Arizona Floodplain Management Association and will be held at the County Supervisors Association facilities in Phoenix. Flood mitigation staff will conduct the Community Assistance Visit (CAV) for the NFIP communities of Camp Verde and Yavapai County with Patricia Rippe of FEMA Region IX.  Camp Verde is county-dependent for floodplain management so their March office CAV will include staff from the Yavapai County Flood Control District.

On March 4th Tucson AMA Area Director Jeff Tannler will meet with members of the Upper Santa Cruz Providers and Users Group (USC/PUG), whose members include the large municipal providers, existing mines, and largest agricultural user in the Green Valley / Sahuarita area.  The group will discuss USC/PUG planning efforts toward construction of CAP water infrastructure in the area, and will provide a status update on the Community Water Company of Green Valley proposal for use of its CAP entitlement through construction of a pipeline and related storage and recovery facility within the Green Valley area.

Also on March 4th, Recharge Program Staff with meet with representatives of Salt River Project (SRP) and Clearcreek Associates to further discuss issues related to the upcoming renewal of the Granite Reef Underground Storage Facility (GRUSP). 

On March 5th, we will hold another ADWR Fees Stakeholder meeting. The meeting will begin at 2:00 p.m. in our Verde conference room on the second floor. This is the fourth stakeholder meeting the Department has hosted concerning proposed fees for services. The agenda for this meeting will focus on the rate methodology and reviewing proposed language for the rules.

On March 9th, Paul Charman with the Community Water Planning—Conservation Program will be in Safford to meet with members of the Gila River Watershed Partnership group and University of Arizona cooperative extension officials to kick of the free pre rinse spray valve replacement program.  They will also discuss a water efficiency pilot scheme to save water at commercial businesses and water audits for residential and commercial customers.

On March 10th, Director Guenther will meet with Jim Cummings, President of Yuma County Water Users Association, Jim Cherry, Jaime Molera and Ruben Alvarez to discuss the Yuma Desalting Plant. The Bureau of Reclamation is committed to running the plant at approximately 30% capacity in 2010, but issues remain concerning salinity standards, resources for the Cienaga de Santa Clara, and other operational issues.

On March 11th Director Guenther has been invited to participate in the Arizona We Want process. This process is an undertaking of the Center for Arizona’s Future and is a response to the results of a citizen survey released several months ago. Director Guenther is participating in the working group on the environmental and natural resources led by Patrick Graham, Director of The Nature Conservancy in Arizona.

On March 16th, Pinal AMA Area Director Joe Singleton will attend the Pinal County Water Augmentation Authority (PCWAA) monthly meeting.  PCWAA serves as a resource and partner for the development and augmentation of water resources for the benefit of all users in Pinal Active Management Area.

On March 18th, ADWR’s Paul Charman will be in Ehrenberg to meet with water utility officials to loan the community more of the ADWR Patch the Pipe leak detection equipment.  The program has been very successful and by using the equipment water utility staff have detected and repaired underground water leaks. On March 23rd (tentative), Mr. Charman will be in Sierra Vista to meet with University of Arizona cooperative extension and local water utility company employees in to discuss water efficiency programs. On March 24th, Mr. Charman will be taking part in an EPA, American Society of Mechanical Engineers, and County Supervisor Association webinar on pre rinse spray valves.  Participants from across the country have been invited to take part in the webinar because of successful pre rinse spray programs they manage in their own states.  Action items include discussions on current ASTM test methods, testing labs, and efficiency that will hopefully lead to more water efficient valves being produced in the future.

On March 25th, there will be a meeting of the Groundwater User’s Advisory Council of the Pinal AMA.
The Community Water Planning—Conservation Program is working with several rural communities throughout the state. These communities have asked for, or invited ADWR to participate in, conservation, technical assistance and outreach help and in setting up conservation programs in their area. April is Water Awareness month so more communities are expected to make requests for advice, physical help and supplies for their outreach events.

ADWR’s Tom Whitmer and Linda Stitzer will be presenting and facilitating one or more of the breakout groups for the Public Outreach meetings of the Upper San Pedro Water District scheduled for the month of March.  Additionally, Mr. Whitmer will also be attending and participating in as many of the following meetings as possible.

On March 2nd Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership meeting in Cordes Junction.

On March 4th Yavapai Appraisal Study Technical Work Group and Technical Advisory Group meeting in Prescott.

On March 9th Show Low Creek Watershed Enhancement Partnership meeting in Pinetop.

On March 10th Gila Watershed Partnership meeting in Safford.

On March 10th Upper San Pedro Partnership meeting in Sierra Vista.

On March 17th Verde Watershed Association and Yavapai Water Advisory Committee meetings in Prescott.

On March 17th Northwest Watershed Council meeting in Kingman.

On March 18th Upper Little Colorado River Watershed Partnership meeting in Eager.

On March 19th Northern Arizona Municipal Water Users Advisory Technical Advisory Committee meeting in Payson.

On March 23rd Community Watershed Partnership meeting in Benson.

On March 25th Coconino Technical Advisory Council and Executive Committee meetings in Flagstaff.

On March 26th Coconino Government Affairs, Public Outreach and Water Advisory Council meetings in Flagstaff.

On March 31st Upper San Pedro Partnership Technical Advisory Committee.

Legislation

Efficiency Review
