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GRANTS AND FUNDING

PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

On August 13th, Director Guenther hosted the first meeting of the Water Resource Development Commission. This Commission is a result of House Bill 2661.  The Commission is tasked with the following:

· Compile and consider the projected water needs of each Arizona county in the next 25, 50 and 100 years;

· Identify and quantify the water supplies currently available in each county;

· Identify potential water supplies to meet additional demands in the next 25, 50 and 100 years and the legal and technical issues associated with using those supplies; 

· Identify potential mechanisms for financing the acquisition, treatment and delivery of water supplies; and make recommendations regarding further studies and evaluations.
ADWR staff prepared a draft work plan, identified several work groups and prepared an overall schedule to meet the October 2011 deadline for a final report to the Legislature, and that was distributed to Commission members and advisors on August 30th. Members are invited to participate actively in accomplishing the work, with assistance from ADWR staff. The first work group meetings will occur in late September, in preparation for an early October meeting of the full Commission.
On August 16th, the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability (Panel) met. The Working Groups established by the Blue Ribbon Panel identified issues that they feel are obstacles to increased water sustainability in Arizona and presented them to the Panel. In order to facilitate and focus further Panel discussion/examination of the most pressing issues, the Work Groups were also asked to identify the “top 10” obstacles to increased water sustainability on their lists. After the Panel reviewed and discussed the prioritized issues, some modifications were made and a “final” list created. The Panel chairs –Director Guenther, ADEQ Director Grumbles and ACC Chairman Mayes – tasked the Panel work groups to prepare white papers for each issue, including a benefit/cost presentation that includes a “triple bottom line” approach that evaluates social benefits and costs alongside more traditional valuations. The Panel anticipates these white papers, due October 15th, will provide sufficient detail to allow decisions on potential implementation. On August 26th, Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, along with Arizona Corporation Commission Utilities Director Steve Olea, and Arizona Department of Environmental Quality Water Quality Director Michael Fulton, facilitated a meeting with the Chairmen of the five Working Groups of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss how the working groups will move forward with finding solutions to address the priority issues that were discussed at the August 16th meeting. 
ADWR work with Colorado River issues continued at a very active pace throughout the month. On August 11th, Perri Benemelis, Manager of Colorado River Management, and Don Gross participated in a conference call with the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study sub-team to identify alternative scenarios for the water demand schedules that best describe the potential range associated with future water demand for the Basin States.  Sub-team members also initiated the process to identify climate change effects that will be incorporated into the demand evaluation process for the Study.  The purpose of the Study is to evaluate current and future Colorado River water supply and demand imbalances through 2060. The Basin Study Program will qualify the expected water supply shortfall for each of the Basin States and analyze response options including conservation, Colorado River operational changes and water supply augmentation.
On August 12th, Ms. Benemelis participated in a conference call with U.S. and Colorado River Basin States representatives to discuss the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s development of the 2011 Annual Operating Plan for the Colorado River reservoir system. Drafted on an annual basis, each plan reports on the past operations of the Colorado River reservoirs for the most recent, completed year and presents the projected operations and releases from these reservoirs for the upcoming year.  All system operations must be conducted in a manner consistent with the Criteria for the Coordinated Long-Range Operation of the Colorado River Reservoirs. On August 13th, Ms. Benemelis participated in a conference call with Colorado River Basin States' representatives to discuss concerns regarding the process and authorities for the Department of Interior's proposed 2011 hydrograph. 

On August 16th, Ms. Benemelis participated in a Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study sub-team webinar to further efforts to develop alternative scenarios for the water demand schedules that best describe the potential range associated with future water demand for the Basin States and the integration of climate change effects into the demand evaluation process.
On August 17th, Ms. Benemelis met with Reclamation and CAWCD to discuss the potential extension of Reclamation’s Demonstration System Conservation Program beyond its current December 31, 2010 termination date. The Program utilizes voluntary land fallowing by farm operations to conserve Colorado River water supplies.  The intent of the program is to provide an interim and supplemental measure to reduce water supply impacts that would otherwise occur in Colorado River reservoirs.

On August 18th, Director Guenther and Ms. Benemelis participated in a conference call with the Colorado River Basin States, Reclamation, and State Department water resources representatives to further the development of a Minute to the 1944 Treaty between the U.S. and Mexico to address Colorado River water shortage sharing, salinity and management of water supplies. 

On August 19th, Ms. Benemelis participated in a conference call with Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group (CAHG) representatives to continue its discussions regarding the progress of the assessment interviews and surveys that are being conducted by the U.S. Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution. Information will be used by the CAHG in its effort to develop a recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior to modify the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup.  The Workgroup, a federal advisory group formed under the Grand Canyon Protection Act of 1992, makes recommendations to the Secretary of Interior regarding proposed operation of Glen Canyon Dam with the goal of preserving and enhancing the ecology of Grand Canyon.

On August 24th and 25th, Ms. Benemelis attended a two-day meeting for the Adaptive Management Plan Workgroup (AMWG) of the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Program. The purpose of the meetings were to finalize the development of the draft FY 2011-2012 Budget and Work plan for the Program, to review on-going environmental research efforts, to determine the Workgroup’s support of the Department of Interior’s proposed hydrograph recommendations and to initiate the development of an administrative history of the AMWG Program.  The AMWG voted to recommend Interior's hydrograph to the Secretary for incorporation into the 2011 Annual Operating Plan for the Colorado River. 

On August 26th, Ms. Benemelis and Don Gross, with Colorado River Management, attended a meeting with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Basin States’ representatives, the Upper Colorado River Commission, other appropriate Federal agencies, Native American tribes, environmental organizations, and water user and power interests to discuss Reclamation’s current draft of the 2011 Annual Operating Plan for the Colorado River reservoir system. Representatives will also continue to develop procedures for the Intentionally Created Surplus Policy.
On August 27th, Ms. Benemelis was interviewed by a U.S. Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution representative to discuss the process that is being conducted by the Glen Canyon Dam Charter Ad Hoc Group (CAHG) in its effort to develop a recommendation to modify the Federal Advisory Group Charter for the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Workgroup.

On August 30th, Ms. Benemelis met with the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study project team members to further the team’s efforts to develop alternative scenarios for the water demand schedules that best describe the potential range associated with future water demand for the Basin States and the integration of climate change effects into the demand evaluation process.  

During the week of August 16th ADWR initiated newspaper publication of public notices for twenty-one applications for severance and transfer of surface water rights and claims filed by Freeport-McMoRan and the City of Scottsdale related to the sale of properties commonly known as “Planet Ranch” and “Lincoln Ranch” located in Mohave and La Paz Counties. Since then, the Department learned the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) intends to protest the sever and transfer of claims from the Bill Williams to the Wikieup Wellfields.  Their protest will not be submitted until the end of the protest period, but the purported basis is negative effects to the Bill Williams River National Wildlife Refuge.  Because the United States Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) supports the transfer, the issue needs to be discussed/ resolved within the Department of Interior headquarters.  ADWR’s expedited permitting agreement with Freeport will be amended to allow time for the USFWS, USBR and the applicants to attempt to reach a resolution prior to the Department making a decision.

On August 30th, Water Resource Planner Laura Grignano attended the second meeting of the newly formed Safe Yield Task Force (SYTF) subcommittee of the Tucson AMA Groundwater User’s Advisory Council. The subcommittee was formed in response to the Tucson AMA Water Assessment conclusions. The subcommittee is reviewing, updating and working from past recommendations of the original SYTF dating from 2001 and Governor Hull’s Water Management Commission.  They will be discussing Central Arizona Project utilization in the Tucson AMA and how it relates to reaching Safe Yield. 
On August 31st, Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, Groundwater Permitting Manager Scott Miller, and Water Resources Planner Laura Grignano met with representatives from Rosemont Copper to discuss their existing mineral extraction well permit and potential recharge basins. 
ADWR’s water recharge permitting staff was very busy throughout the month, a reflection of just how significant aquifer storage and recovery are to Arizona’s water future. On August 3rd, Tito Comparan, Hydrologist for the Recharge Program conducted a pre-recharge inspection of the City of Surprise (City) SPA-1 Water Reclamation (Recharge) Facility (USF #71-562521.0003). The City recently modified their SPA-1 USF permit to add vadose zone recharge wells to their facility.  The purpose of the inspection was to inspect the new vadose zone recharge wells to ensure compliance with permit conditions and construction design, as well as photograph and GPS the wells.   After the completion of the inspection, Recharge staff notified the city that the new vadose zone wells are compliant with provisions of the permit, however several other points of inspection were not approved as they did not meet the requirements of the permit.  

On August 11th, Recharge Program Manager Doug Dunham, Hydrologist Tracey Carpenter, Water Resources Specialist Lori Cason, and Groundwater Modeler Lou Bota held a pre-application meeting for the Town of Prescott Valley’s Upper Agua Fria Recharge Project (UAFRP). The primary topics of this meeting included the importance of the UAFRP to the Town’s Designation of Assured Water Supply, the conceptual plan for operating the existing in-channel facility and planned North Plains facility, the proposed modeling approach and projected recharge rates, proposed monitoring points, the issue of recharged effluent potentially leaving the AMA, and the process and options for limiting recharge volumes in the existing in-channel facility.
Also on August 11th, ADWR staff met with Jeff Meyer, Montgomery & Associates and representatives from Liberty Water Company to discuss evaluating potential sites for effluent recharge for Liberty Water in the Litchfield Park/Goodyear area.

Also on August 11th, ADWR staff conducted a pre-recharge inspection at the City of Peoria (City) Beardsley recharge facility.  The City has just constructed an additional recharge basin (Basin 14) as part of Phase 3 of their Underground Storage Facility (USF) Permit and staff we be conducting the inspection to ensure compliance with the USF permit. On August 17th they conducted a pre-recharge inspection at the Scottsdale Water Campus (#71-560648) where the facility was inspected (and passed) for a new annual storage and recovery well and monitor well that were added to the recharge facility.

On August 26th, staff from the Recharge Program held a pre-application meeting to discuss a potential Water Storage Permit for the Pascua Yaqui Tribe (Tribe). The Tribe is seeking a Water Storage Permit for the storage of Central Arizona Project (CAP) water at the Southern Avra Valley Storage and Recovery Project/Central Avra Valley Storage and Recovery Project and Pima Mine Road USF. On an annual basis the Tribe may store its 500 acre-feet CAP allocation pursuant to its 1980 CAP Contract as well as up to 5,000 acre-feet of other CAP water which may be obtained through the purchase of excess CAP water or leasing of other CAP water supplies. 

On August 30th, Recharge staff held a meeting with Mark Freebury and Kyle Tilghman representing Salt River Project, and Doug Bartlett and Steve Corell from Clear Creek Associates to discuss renewal of the Granite Reef Underground Storage Project. 

The Adjudication Support Unit began preparing a report in response to the twenty-six objections and comments filed with the court regarding the Department’s June 2009 Subflow Zone Delineation Report for the San Pedro Watershed.  In an order filed August 25, 2010 the Court has directed ADWR to submit a report on or before December 31, 2010, identifying the objections or comments with which ADWR agrees or does not take issue and providing information in response to specific objections or comments.  The Court will hear objections and comments on March 15, 2011.

Dam Safety staff performed seven dam safety inspections during the month of August.  Woodland, Scott, Lakeside and Daggs Dams are used for irrigation in Navajo County.  Safety deficiencies were identified for each of the four dams for lack of adequate emergency action plans.  Millet Swale Dam is used for sediment control in Navajo County.  A dam repair grant is currently funding design for construction plans to resolve a safety deficiency for inability to safely pass the inflow design flood at this dam.  Jarvis Dam in Apache County is used for irrigation.  Sheep Springs No. 1 Dam in Apache County is used for fish and wildlife.  

Dam Safety staff performed construction oversight inspections at two dams during the month of August.  Inlet Control Structure Dam, owned by Carlota Copper Company in Pinal County is being modified due to other construction at the mine.  Downstream rubber bladders are being replaced at Tempe Town Lake Dam.

In late July, one of the downstream bladders comprising Tempe Town Lake burst, sending millions of gallons of water downstream. Since then, the Department has worked closely with the City to conduct the necessary inspections, analysis and permitting activities required for the City to rebuild the dam and fill it with water in order to meet its commitment to host the Ford Ironman Triathlon in November. On August 17th and 18th, ADWR’s Craig Brown inspected the prepared concrete foundations prior to placement of new rubber bladders at Rio Salado Dam (aka Tempe Town Lake).  The City of Tempe plans to have the four existing bladders removed and the concrete foundation pressure washed prior to that time and ready for inspection. On August 31st, ADWR staff met with City of Tempe representatives at ADWR offices to review all the permit needs and requirements to complete the reconstruction and fill the lake.
On August 3rd, 2010 Dam Safety staff attended a meeting to discuss the rehabilitation design for White Tanks #4 FRS. This dam has a high hazard potential and has safety deficiencies for deteriorated outlet works, obstructed spillway and embankment cracking. The dam is owned by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County and provides flood control to Goodyear.

On August 5th, 2010 Dam Safety staff attended a meeting to discuss the removal of unsafe Cook Reservoir Dam in Graham County.  A dam repair grant is currently funding design for construction plans to safely remove the dam.  The dam is owned by Eastern Arizona College.  

On August 25th, Dam Safety staff met with the City of Phoenix Water Services Department to discuss several water supply reservoirs which meet statutory jurisdictional dam requirements and need to be registered with the ADWR Dam Safety Program.

On August 26th, Dam Safety staff attended a stakeholder’s meeting sponsored by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County.  This meeting discussed the rehabilitation and replacement alternatives for the Powerline, Vineyard Road, and Rittenhouse Flood Retarding Structures.  All structures are located in the northwest Pinal County and protect approximately 169 square miles of residential, commercial, and agricultural land in both Maricopa and Pinal Counties,  the CAP canal, Williams Gateway Airport, and the Loop 202 San Tan Freeway.  Powerline is currently classified as unsafe due to the presence of known earth fissures at the dam.

OUTREACH

On August 2nd, ADWR’s Susan Craig facilitated the quarterly State Drought Monitoring Technical Committee meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss Arizona’s short- and long-term drought status and subsequent drought status update/reports. The meeting was held at the National Weather Service office in Tempe. 

On August 10th, ADWR’s Ruth Greenhouse attended the monthly meeting of the Arizona Municipal Water Users Association (AMWUA) Conservation Committee. The meeting included updates about WaterSense and the efforts of the Conservation/ Recycling/ Efficiency/Energy Nexus Working Group of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability, and a discussion about updating AMWUA’s Facility Manager’s Guide.

The Surface Water Division issued a Community Assistance Visit (CAV) Report on the City of Phoenix floodplain management program.  The purpose of a CAV is to document floodplain management activities and to determine the need for technical assistance to ensure compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program regulations and Arizona Revised Statutes.  This work is made possible through a federal grant from FEMA. On August 16th and 17th, Brian Cosson conducted office Community Assistance Visits (CAV) to Mohave County and Bullhead City. On August 18th Steve Dolan conducted a CAV field tour in the City of Tucson to document buildings constructed within the FEMA 100-year floodplain. On August 26th, Steve met with City officials for the office CAV to discuss their overall floodplain management program.

On August 18th, ADWR senior staff attended the Central Arizona Project (CAP) Association meeting. The meeting included presentations on impacts on EPA Rules on Navajo power generation presented by David Modeer, CAP General Manager, and CAP Legislative Issues and Concerns that arose from the 2010 state legislative session and that remain ongoing with Congress presented by Marie Pearthree, CAP Assistant General Manager of Business Planning. 

Also on August 18th, ADWR’s Laura Grignano attended an Alternatives Development Workshop for the Hyder Valley Solar Energy Project EIS at the Bureau of Land Management National Training Center in Phoenix, Arizona.  

On August 19th, Director Guenther was the keynote speaker at the Arizona Water Law CLE conference held at the Arizona Biltmore.  His speech included an update on the Arizona Department of Water Resources issues --- past, current and future.

Also on August 19th, Assured and Adequate Water Supply/Recharge Program Manager Doug Dunham was the guest speaker at the Carefree/Cave Creek RMS monthly meeting.  Mr. Dunham gave an update on water resources and wells in the North Valley area. 

On August 23rd, Director Guenther and ADWR staff participated in a conference call with the Pascua Yaqui Tribe Chairman, Peter Yucupicio. The Pascua Yaqui Tribe and the City of Tucson are negotiating a water services agreement that would allow the Tribe to draw down its CAP allocation next year and use it for groundwater recharge in one of City of Tucson’s recharge facilities for credit for the Tribe. ADWR discussed the permit required by October 1, 2010 and committed to assisting the Tribe meet the deadline.

On August 24th, Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney and Groundwater Permitting Manager Scott Miller hosted a meeting of the Phoenix AMA Groundwater User’s Advisory Council. The Council agreed to retain the existing groundwater withdrawal fee of $3.00/acre-foot for FY 2011. Of that amount, $2.50/acre-foot flows to the Arizona Water Banking Authority for purchase of excess CAP water for underground storage within the Phoenix AMA and $0.50/acre-foot is deposited in the Department’s Conservation and Augmentation Fund. ADWR staff also updated the Council on the Phoenix AMA re-designation process and on the reorganization of ADWR that occurred in April.
On August 25th, the Chairman of the Kaibab Band of the Paiutes traveled to Phoenix for a “meet and greet” with Director Guenther. 

On August 25th, Director Guenther and ADWR Senior Staff met with agricultural district representatives Paul Orme and Grant Ward and representatives from CAP to discuss the “Ag Pool” concept for pricing CAP water for agriculture and certain conditions associated with it that Mr. Orme presented previously to the CAP Board. These agricultural representatives continue to be concerned with what they believe to be unaffordable pricing of CAP water for agricultural purposes. 
On August 26th, Director Guenther joined ADEQ Director Grumbles and ACC Commissioner Mayes on a panel discussion at the League of Cities and Towns annual meeting.  The panel discussed the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability, its mission and progress to date.

Throughout August, Director Guenther participated in several meetings sponsored by the Morrison Institute for a project sponsored by APS to discuss APS customer perception of energy options available to them. Director Guenther is part of a group assisting the Institute design an appropriate methodology for soliciting opinion.

During August, ADWR’s Susan Craig and Ruth Greenhouse, along with Julie Colehour, project consultant with Colehour + Cohen, met with  research candidates from ASU and the U of A for ADWR’s community-based social marketing project focused on increasing and understanding better water-efficiency projects and success potential. The university candidates presented their credentials and proposed research process. ADWR is able to conduct this social-based marketing project as a result of Arizona winning in 2009 the EPA state challenge for the national Water Sense program. The costs for the project and its consultants are paid by Water Sense.
ADWR’s regional water planners Tom Whitmer and Linda Stitzer attended meetings with the following watershed organization and partnerships: Four Forest Restoration initiative Stakeholder Meeting in Sedona; Verde Watershed Association meeting in Prescott; Yavapai Water Advisory Committee meeting in Prescott; Northwest Watershed Council meeting in Kingman; Upper Little Colorado River Watershed Partnership meeting in Eagar; Upper San Pedro District stakeholder meeting in Sierra Vista  
SUCCESS STATISTICS

SPECIAL EVENTS

AWARDS AND HONORS

LEGISLATION AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS

On August 18th, ADWR senior staff briefed Aaron Galeener, ADWR’s JLBC analyst, Thomas Soteros-McNamara, the agency’s OSPB analyst, and Governor Brewer’s policy analyst for Natural Resources Kevin Kinsall on the impacts budget reductions have had on ADWR operations. The briefing was held at the request of JLBC. ADWR program staff explained the work that has been eliminated and delayed, the drop in service to the public, and other ramifications resulting from the more than 60% reduction in ADWR’s budget. Program areas highlighted included hydrologic data collection, adjudication activities, water resource planning and customer service and Colorado River program issues, among others.
EFFICIENCY REVIEW

On August 19th, ADWR staff participated in a presentation/discussion on the Logic Model. The Logic Model is a program planning tool that can be used to help organize, design, implement and evaluate management programs.  This model is used by the University of Arizona (as well as many other universities) for program planning and evaluation. Staff is considering using the Logic Model to evaluate the new municipal regulatory program, the Modified Non-per Capita Conservation Program, and have asked Sharon Hoelscher- Day, Maricopa Extension Agent, to present an overview and training. 

WHAT’S NEXT September 2010
Grants and Funding

September 1st is the deadline for all Water Protection Fund grant applications to be submitted for consideration for the FY2011 grant cycle.  The applications will be posted on the Water Protection Fund web site the week of September 6th for public comment. The Water Protection Fund Executive Committee will meet September 14th at the Department of Water Resources offices.  

Programs and Initiatives

On September 1st, ADWR staff from the Assured and Adequate Water Supply and Dam Safety programs will meet with Stu Spaulding Engineer for the Town of Taylor, and Ron Solomon, Public Works Director, to discuss the Town’s application to modify its existing Designation of Adequate Water Supply and the proposed construction design of the Millet Swale Dam in the Silvercreek Flood Control District. 

Also on September 1st, Colorado River Manager Perri Benemelis will participate in a conference call regarding the development of a Minute to the 1944 Treaty between the U.S. and Mexico to address Colorado River shortage sharing and water management strategies. Topics of discussion will include updates regarding the bi-national modeling efforts and salinity issues. On September 2nd, Ms. Benemelis will participate in a conference call with other Colorado River Basin States’ representatives and their legal advisors to address the legal and implementation issues related to a U.S./Mexico Colorado River shortage sharing negotiations.

On September 2nd, Ms. Benemelis and ADWR’s Colorado River management staff will meet with Arizona Public Service representatives to discuss Colorado River water use accounting issues in the Yuma area and water use by the Company’s power plant located in the Yuma Valley.

On September 3rd, Ms. Benemelis will participate on a conference call between the Colorado River Basin States and the Assistant Secretary of Science and Water to discuss the proposed Colorado River hydrograph for the 2011 water year, the draft 2011 Annual Operating Plan and other Colorado River operational concerns.

On September 7th, Ms. Benemelis will participate on a conference call with the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study project team members to continue the process to develop alternative scenarios for the water demand schedules that best describe the potential range associated with future water demand for the Basin States.  Sub-team members will also continue with their efforts to identify climate change effects that will be incorporated into the demand evaluation process for the Study.

On September 8th, Director Guenther will participate on a conference call with representatives of the Western States Water Council to discuss Climate Change Coordination efforts. Director Guenther chairs the WSWC Water Committee.

Also on September 8th, ADWR’s Susan Craig will present at the Pima County Local Drought Impact Group meeting, to give a monthly drought status update and information on the upcoming Arizona Drought Preparedness Annual Report, due to the Governor’s office on November 15th.  The meeting will be attended via phone, but held in Tucson. 

On September 10th, Recharge staff will hold a meeting to discuss issues related to the Hassayampa Recharge Project, Underground Storage Facility.  The applicant is Hassayampa Ventures, LLC. The outstanding issue is that the facility’s groundwater monitoring plan has been deemed unacceptable by the Department, via a recommendation from the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ). ADEQ was concerned with the location and design of the facility’s proposed groundwater monitor wells.   On April 10, 2010, Hassayampa Ventures proposed a new monitoring plan.  On May 17th, 2010, ADEQ issued a memo which again found the monitoring plan to be unacceptable (again due to the location and design of the proposed groundwater monitor wells).    

On September 11th, Ms. Benemelis and Mr. Gross will attend a meeting with other Basin States’ representatives in which Reclamation will discuss technical issues and assumptions associated with the Colorado River system modeling for the Bi-National Cooperative process between the U.S. and Mexico.  The modeling is being used to analyze the effect of the creation and delivery of Intentionally Conserved Mexican Allocation and potential Mexican shortage sharing options. 

On September 15th, Ms. Benemelis will participate in a conference call with representatives from the U.S. and Mexico regarding the environmental monitoring program for the Cienega de Santa Clara associated with the pilot run of the Yuma Desalting Plant (YDP).  Located in Mexico, the Cienega represents one of the few remaining wetlands in the Colorado River Delta region. Currently, water in-flow to the Cienega is provided by brackish irrigation drainage water generated in the U.S.  In 1974, construction of the YDP was authorized for the purpose treating a portion of this water so it could be used to partially meet the U.S. Treaty obligation to Mexico. Other than operational testing in the early 1990s and a 3-month demonstration run in 2007, the plant has not been operated. Currently, the YDP is undergoing a pilot run for up to 18 months in duration to evaluate operational, maintenance and costs requirements associated with potential future long-term operation.

On September 13th, Water Management Assistant Director Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, will facilitate meetings of the Santa Cruz AMA and Tucson AMA Groundwater Users Advisory Council. The Councils will discuss their recommendation for 2011 groundwater withdrawal fees. Also, the Prescott AMA GUAC will meet on September 15th.  

On September 15th, Director Guenther will chair the quarterly Arizona Water Banking Authority meeting. The meeting will be held at ADWR beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the Verde Conference Rooms. On the agenda will be discussing the Draft 2011 Plan of Operation and obtaining approval to take the draft Plan to the public for comment.  The Banking Authority will also be discussing potential amendments to the 2010 Plan of Operation.

On September 23rd, Ms. Benemelis will attend a Desert Landscape Conservation Cooperative (DLLC) meeting.  The DLLC is a partnership between federal agencies, states, tribes, universities and other entities that will provide science and critical tools to protect and conserve landscape and water resources through the development of informed resource management decisions. Later that day, she will also attend an Intentionally Created Surplus Policy meeting to continue the development of policy that governs the creation and storage of surplus Colorado River water supplies.

On September 24th, the Blue Ribbon Panel on Water Sustainability will meet at ADWR beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the Verde Conference Rooms.  The Panel is working through the prioritization of issues identified in the sub-committee meetings. Following that meeting, ADWR will host a meeting of the new work group chairs for the Water Resources Development Commission to discuss the process going forward, agendas for the first meeting, etc. 
Also on September 24th, Ms. Benemelis will attend Reclamation’s final consultation with the Basin States for the development of the 2011 Annual Operating Plan for the Colorado River reservoir system.

Outreach
On September 15th, Groundwater Permitting Manager, Scott Miller and Water Resources Planner, Laura Grignano are scheduled to meet with Patrick Goin of Innovative Sports Ventures. Mr. Goin has requested a meeting with Department staff to discuss due diligence on the Orange Tree Golf Course. 

On September 9th and 15th, Flood Mitigation staff will participate in the Arizona Floodplain Management Association’s (AFMA) “Road Show” in Tempe and Glendale. Local officials from 26 communities and four tribes in Maricopa County have been invited to learn about state and federal floodplain management regulations and requirements, and to identify where AFMA and ADWR can offer assistance.

On September 16th, Brian Cosson will participate in the Multi-Agency Task Force (MATF) meeting. The MATF is comprised of multiple levels of government and other stakeholders, including SRP. The purpose of the meeting is to share flood warning information and to receive input about the Department’s statewide flood warning system and website (www.AFWS.org).

During September, Steve Dolan will conduct a CAV field tour then office CAV meeting with Pima County. The CAV starts with the field tour to photograph and document development within the FEMA 100-year floodplain. The field photographs and documents are discussed during the CAV meeting to evaluate the community's overall floodplain management program.

ADWR’s regional water planners Tom Whitmer and Linda Stitzer will participate in many of the following watershed organization and partnership meetings:
September 2, Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Committee Executive Committee Meeting in Flagstaff to Plan Annual Strategic Planning Retreat

September 2, Yavapai Appraisal Study Technical Work Group Meeting in Prescott.

September 2, Yavapai Technical Advisory Committee Meeting in Prescott.

September 7, Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership meeting in Cordes Junction

September 14, Show Low Creek Watershed Enhancement Partnership Meeting in Pinetop

September 15, Verde Watershed Association meeting in Prescott

September 15, Yavapai Water Advisory Committee meeting in Prescott

September 15, Northwest Watershed Council meeting in Kingman

September 16, Upper Little Colorado River Watershed Partnership meeting in Eagar

September 17, Northern Arizona Municipal Water Users Association Technical Advisory Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

September 20, Upper San Pedro District stakeholder meeting in Sierra Vista 

September 23, Coconino Plateau Executive Committee Meeting in Flagstaff

September 23, Coconino Technical Advisory Council Meeting in Flagstaff

September 24, Coconino Government Affairs Meeting in Flagstaff

September 24, Coconino Public Outreach Meeting in Flagstaff

September 24, Coconino Water Advisory Council Meeting in Flagstaff

September 28, Mohave County Water Authority meeting in Kingman










