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Vulnerability Assessment Categories, Criteria and Metrics 
for Current Conditions
Categories

A) Physical Supply Constraints

B) Current Demand Exceeds Supply

C) Sensitivity to Extended Drought or Shortage

D) Legal Considerations

E) Environmental Impacts 
Criteria 
A)  Physical Supply Constraints
A1
Dependency on non-renewable supply
A2
Groundwater is geologically limited 
A3
Declining water levels in demand centers 
A4 Water Budget Deficit or Water Deficit Assessment

A5
Insufficient infrastructure (current) 
A6
Regional water quality exceedences
A7 Contamination restricts use as drinking water supplies
A8
Groundwater data needs

B)  Current Demand Exceeds Supply

B1
Current high rate of growth 

B2
Meeting current demand has been identified as a problem 
B3
Large number of inadequacy determinations (outside AMAs; all reasons)

B4  Lack of a regional or local water resource management authority 
B5  Demand data are lacking in any given sector (Environment, M&I or Agriculture)

C)  Sensitivity to Extended Drought or Shortage

C1 Dependency on surface water or drought sensitive groundwater 

C2
Drought-caused supply problems in the past

C3
Insufficient long-term storage (dams, recharge)

C4
Weak Drought Preparedness (Community Water System Drought Plan Evaluation)

C5
Historic drought trends/model predictions show climate impacts

D)  Legal Considerations 
D1
Low priority Colorado River rights

D2
Groundwater Transportation

D3
Unquantified Federal Reserved Right Claims

D4
Endangered species habitat impacts access to supply

E)  Environmental Values
E1  Presence of a perennial/intermittent stream in the basin

E2 Potential for pumping to impact stream

E3
Instream Flow rights

E4
Subsidence (active or potential)

E5  Impaired reaches affect use for environment
E6  Environmental water needs identified as an issue

E7  Unknown vulnerability (It is unknown what the impacts of other sector’s demand will be on the environment in a basin)
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