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Water Resources Development Commission (HB 2661)
Water Supply and Demand Committee – Notes: January 10, 2011 Meeting

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Alan Dulaney, Brenda Burman, Christine Nunez, Cliff Cauthen, Cynthia Chandley, Dave Slick, Dee Korich, Dennis Rule, Dianne Yunker, Don Gross, Doug Kupel, Frank Corkhill, Gary Hicks, Gerry Wildeman, Jim Hartdegen, Karen Nally, Leslie Meyers, Maureen George, Norm DeWeaver, Rebecca Davidson, Rich Burtell, Richard Lunt, Ron Doba, Sandra Rode, Tim Skarupa, Val Danos, Vivian Gonzales, Wade Noble, Wally Wilson, 

INTRODUCTIONS

REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MEETING SUMMARY FROM 12/6/2010 MEETING

Meeting summary has not yet been completed and will be reviewed and approved at the next meeting.  The meeting summary will be posted to the web site upon completion.

REPORTS FROM SUBCOMMITTEES

Municipal
The municipal subcommittee is working using the population numbers made available by the Population Committee but still working with that committee to address some issues that have come up.  The group anticipates meeting the deadline.  The next meeting of the municipal subcommittee is January 13, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. at ADWR.

Agriculture
They are currently analyzing the Yuma area and the Safford/Duncan area as well as others.  There remains a lot of work to be done in the rural areas.  They are also examining the AMA agricultural information to insure that it meets their needs.  Previous requests for acreage data per year per basin have been retracted and the subcommittee is ready to move on with water demand values and predicting future demands.  There was some discussion of how to address water supply that comes from a different basin.  The committee chairs reminded the group to focus on the demand needed for each sector in each basin because the supply will be addressed by the supply subcommittee.  The next meeting of the agriculture subcommittee is January 20, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. at ADWR.  Participants were requested to join by phone if they could not make the meeting.  In response to a question regarding methodology, it was noted that they subcommittee has not yet selected a methodology for future projections.  A general statement was made that “agriculture is not going away”.

The committee chairs confirmed that they need subcommittee reports by mid-February to permit time for review and compilation of all subcommittee reports.

Industrial
The industrial subcommittee has broken down into sub-sub-committees based on use sector (mines, power plants, and turf).  The turf representation is new and they haven’t yet met to discuss methodology.  Each sector will likely use different methods for future projections.  The next meeting will be on January 31, 2011 and they intend to have a decision regarding methodology at that time.  

Supply
Groundwater occupied about 90 percent of the discussion at the last meeting due to its complicated nature.   The group is trying to justify a fairly broad view of supply.  For Colorado River supplies, they are looking at the Colorado River Basin Study work.  For effluent supplies, they are looking at the report from the Blue Ribbon Panel, but this has been the least examined thus far.  Their intent thus far is to take a first cut look and identify basins that are currently stressed based on natural recharge and demand.  This will be done by estimating natural recharge and the volume of water in storage.  The assumption is that the water in storage will decline over time.  They then intend to identify basins that can not sustain the existing developed supply over time.  The next meeting will be January 19 at 2:00 p.m.

There was discussion regarding the issue of watershed health and it was noted that issue would be addressed as an alternative for future unmet demand (Objective #4) that would be addressed in the 2nd and 3rd quarters of the overall project.  Additionally, it was noted that originally, supply had been assigned to ADWR but their intent was just to assume that baseline demand equaled supply (2006).   It was recognized that would be sufficient for some basins, but not for all, therefore, the supply subcommittee was formed to try and quantify baseline and projected supply.

All subcommittees should remember that the goal is to identify the volume of unmet demand.

TRIBAL SUBCOMMITTEE FORMATION, CHAIRPERSONS

Ron Doba met with representatives from the Inter Tribal Council of Arizona (ITCA) before the holidays to discuss tribal water demands and projections.  The main idea is that the tribes have settlement volumes that may not be currently utilized that may be fully utilized in the future.  The decision was made that it might not be most efficient to form a subcommittee due to timing.  Instead, the ITCA proposed that they would conduct some research in conjunction with the tribes to quantify settlement volumes being used and projected for use in the future.  The research effort would focus on publicly available documents.  The document would then be vetted by tribal leaders and tribal water resources staff and presented to the Water Supply and Demand Committee in mid-February.

Further discussion noted:
(1)  the committee had no comments and supported the proposal;
(2)  the review should also include a review of the baseline tribal demands in the Water Atlas;
(3) identification of data that is missing will be as important as the information contained within the document;
(4)  there will be some difficulty dealing with tribes without settlements or pending settlements.  However, there are relatively few that have any landbase, maybe only 3-4 other tribes; and
(5)  this document will not include the Navajo Nation.

POPULATION NUMBERS DISCUSSION

The municipal subcommittee was the first to utilize the population numbers prepared by the Population Committee and issues were immediately identified.  In summary, the issue is that the methodology selected to spatially distribute projected populations (termed the area split method) resulted in populations that when coupled with existing demands yielded impractical GPCDs in certain basins.  Ron and Leslie are working with the Population Committee to resolve this issue.  They noted that this Committee should be prepared to face similar issues, i.e. once the work is passed on, additional issues arise and must be addressed.



DOCUSHARE PRESENTATION

Karen Henricksen presented information regarding access to and utilization of the ADWR docushare site.  She noted that this site is now live and will replace the FTP site, however, it will not be immediately removed.  Access to the docushare site is at infoshare.azwater.gov.  The presentation is available on DocuShare at:  http://infoshare.azwater.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-231/WRDC_WSD.pdf

REVIEW OF SCHEDULE AND NEXT MEETING DATE
The next committee meeting is February 7, 2011.  The next full WRCD Commission meeting is February 11, 2011.  Ron and Leslie would like to be able to present an update by this date.

The meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m.
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