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Population Working Group – Notes: October 15, 2010 Meeting
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Jason Baran, AWMUA

Jorge Canaca, AZ Game & Fish

Luana Capponi, AZ State Land

Jim Chang, Dept. of Commerce

Karen Collins, SRP, Chair

Santiago Garcia, USBR

Maureen George, Mohave County
Laura Grignano, ADWR

John Hunt, Dept. of Agriculture

David Iwanski, City of Goodyear

Jeff Johnson, Town of Taylor

Adam Miller, City of Phoenix

Sharon Morris, ADWR

Shawn Murray, City of Mesa

Pam Nagel, ADWR

Bill Schooling, Dept. of Commerce

Jerry Stabley, Pinal County

Dean Trammel, Tucson Water

Dianne Yunker, ADWR

INTRODUCTIONS
· The meeting started with around the room introductions.
WRDC MISSION (see handout)

· Chair Karen Collins reviewed the mission of the WRDC, which includes projections by county 25, 50 and 100 years into the future.
WRDC WORKPLAN
· Karen reviewed the WRDC workplan, which shows the population working group deadline of November 30, 2010 to have population projections prepared for each county and groundwater basin.

POPULATION WORKING GROUP HANDOUT
· Karen walked through the handout, reviewing the list of studies and datasets that may be useful to the working group in developing projections to the year 2110.

· A partial list of experts is also listed in the handout.

· There is a typo in the list; Rick Berman should be Rick Brammer, who is associated with Applied Economics http://www.appliedeconomics.net/qualifi.html
· Sharon Morris mentioned that David Plane plane@email.arizona.edu, a professor at the University of Arizona School of Geography and Development, has offered his support and review of the working group’s projections
· 2010 Census population numbers will not be available until the summer of 2011.  Detailed demographic models using the 2010 Census will not be completed until 2012.  Hence the 2010 Census data will not be available for use in the WRDC report.
· Karen then summarized five different draft approaches to developing population projections that have been proposed by ADWR staff and Dept. of Commerce for discussion

· A question was raised regarding the starting point for the projections; whether it should be the US Census, a population estimate, or some other measure, such as accounts

· A comment was made that the five different methods do not show much range

· The starting point should be realistic

· Of the five methods proposed, methods 4 and 5 adjust the DES projections from 2010 through 2012 for the downturn in the economy.  The other methods do not.  Suggest using method four or five.

· In method four, the state never recovers the population that would have been added had the economic downturn not happened.  In method five, the “lost” growth, about 600,000 people, is gradually added back in between 2013 and 2055.  Suggest using method four.

· More range can be added to the projections by using method four, but re-running the state projections using the low and high US Census Bureau year 2100 projection in addition to the mid projection.  This is the method was generally accepted by the Population Working Group.  
· There were two articles on October 15, 2010 in the Arizona Republic regarding population.  One article discussed the slowing of new household creation.  The other article discussed rapid growth in Pinal and Maricopa counties and how this will affect legislative redistricting (see attached downloads of these articles from www.azcentral.com)  The redistricting article is not based on the 2010 US Census, but is based on the US Census Bureau’s July 1, 2009 population estimates by county.  Bill Schooling commented that the estimate of current population for Arizona is high.

· Dianne Yunker asked for clarification regarding the need to do projections by both county and groundwater basin since the HB 2661 only lists county.  Sharron Morris indicated that both were requested at the first WRDC meeting and that basin-level values would be used for both the WRDC and for Volume 9 of the AZ Water Atlas. 

· Dianne Yunker requested on behalf of the Demand/Supply Working Group that the Population Working Group also prepare projections by county by rural versus urban versus Indian reservation.

· There was some discussion of the definition of rural and urban.

· The US Census Bureau has used a definition of urban as an area having a population of 2,500 or more people.

· The USDA has developed codes for counties on a scale of 1-9 to classify counties or more or less urban

· The Population Working Group needs the Demand/Supply Working Group to define rural and urban

· Alternatively, perhaps counties could be contacted for their definitions and projections of rural versus urban areas.

· Does the Demand/Supply Working Group really need population by rural and urban areas?

· The Population Working Group may be able to split the projections into rural and urban after the November 30, 2010 deadline.
· The Water Supply and Demand Committee is meeting next Tuesday October 19th from 1pm to 3pm at the USBOR office-6150 W Thunderbird Road.

· Karen summarized the two proposed approaches of breaking the state projection down to the county and/or basin level.

· The simplistic method involves holding each county/basin at its relative proportion to the state total population, as projected by DES, in the year 2055 through 2110.

· The more detailed method extends the population for each CDP within each county using the growth function in excel. Then CDPs are assigned to counties/basins and the remaining population within a county/basin that is not within a CDP is allocated either 50% or 100% to the county/basin using an intuitive approach (current distribution of remaining population, geographic feature such as mountain areas, and/or political boundaries such as Federal lands).  Once the preliminary projections by county/basin are completed, they would then be benched back to the state projection using a pro-ration approach.  Sharon Morris is using this approach to project population by basin to the year 2110 for the Arizona Water Atlas and anticipates having her projections completed within the next five weeks.

· It was acknowledged that counties and basins will probably not grow at exactly the same share of state population in the years (2055 – 2110) however, in order to make one county/basin show a higher percentage, another county/basin would have to shrink in size. The committee did not feel it had enough information in the outer years to make these kinds of judgments. 
· There was a request for a map of CDPs, CCDs, counties and groundwater basins in Arizona to be emailed or made available to the Population Working Group members.

POPULATION WORKING NEXT STEPS

· ADWR will work with Dept. of Commerce to develop a range of statewide projections using the US Census Bureau’s low, mid and high projection to the year 2110 and Arizona’s projected share of total US Population.
· ADWR will continue using the detailed approach to develop projections by basin/county.  These will be benched to the statewide projections for each scenario (low, mid, high), when completed, so that the sum of the county and basin projections do not exceed the state total projection under each scenario.
· There was some discussion of finding a venue where the meetings of this working group can be video-conferenced.  Karen will look into use of such facilities at SRP.
· Karen will prepare and give a summary of the meeting of the Population Working Group at the next WRDC meeting.
NEXT MEETING

· The next meeting of the WRDC Population Working Group is tentatively scheduled for 9:00 – 11:00 am on Tuesday, October 26, 2010.  However, if the new draft projections are not ready by that time, the meeting will not take place.
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