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Water Commission Releases Recommendations to Aid Arizona Communities in Meeting Future Water Demands

PHOENIX (September 27, 2012) – The Water Resources Development Commission (WRDC) has released its Supplemental Report containing recommendations that will assist Arizonans in meeting future water demands.   In 2010, the Arizona State Legislature passed House Bill 2661 that established the WRDC which was given the task of assessing Arizona’s demand for water, and the supplies available to meet those demands for the next 25, 50, and 100 years.     

 In October 2011, the WRDC completed the legislated task of analyzing Arizona’s water needs for the next 100 years.  The WRDC concluded that without proactive and localized water management strategies future water supply and demand imbalances may exist throughout the state, and, therefore, there is a need to acquire additional water supplies and develop infrastructure to access new and existing unused water supplies.   The WRDC continued discussions through August of 2012 to develop recommendations aimed at providing local communities with the tools necessary to reduce or prevent future water supply and demand imbalances.  The WRDC Supplemental Report is a result of these discussions.

In its Report, the WRDC recommends the formation of Regional Water Augmentation Authorities to assist communities in developing future water supplies and infrastructure.  Membership in the Regional Water Augmentation Authorities is proposed to be voluntary and may include Arizona cities, towns, private water utilities, other statutorily defined water providers, private entities, counties and State, Tribal and Federal entities.  The WRDC also identified current funding options available to the Regional Water Augmentation Authorities to meet the needs of their members. 

The WRDC reports, along with the data contained in five committee reports will continue to be updated and evaluated by the Arizona Department of Water Resources and will serve as a foundation for continued and proactive water management planning  for communities throughout the State.  

The Water Resources Development Commission Reports can be found at: http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/WaterManagement/WRDC_HB2661/Meetings_Schedule.htm 
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