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Water Resources Development Commission (HB 2661)

Environmental Conditions Subcommittee – Notes: November 29, 2010 Meeting

IN ATTENDANCE:

Brenda Burman (TNC; Workgroup co-chair)

Linda Stitzer (ADWR; subcommittee lead)

Jim Renthal (BLM)
Rebecca Davidson (SRP)
Rob Marshall (TNC)
Joanna Nadeau (WRRC)
INTRODUCTIONs: 

The meeting was conducted via conference call and attendees introduced themselves. Linda asked for any additional agenda items and there were none identified.
DISCUSSION OF FORMAT AND CONTENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS COMPENDIUM:
· Attendees reviewed the revised table prepared by Linda and had the following comments:

· Terms used need to be clearly defined (e.g. underflow) and explained (e.g. how is baseflow calculated for each area since this will vary)
· Need to include an overall total for the groundwater components

· Move “Floodflow”, which will be descriptive information, to the “other environmental attributes” column
· Need to clearly define units and timeframe

· Need to identify the specific data source; this will likely require footnotes

· Will need to add side text to help with interpretation of table

· Need to add a column on future study needs. Joanna already has some information

· Some data may be shown as a range with multiple data sources noted

· ET estimates will be difficult to obtain. A column should be added to include the number of acres of riparian vegetation (some of Joanna’s studies include ET values and spatial data may be able to be used to generate estimates)

· Focus of this table format is of the 18 watersheds

· The ADWR Atlas spring database will be used for springs

· Format should keep rows to a minimum

· Include instream flow claims in the “allocation” column and indicate their status
· Federal reserved claims (e.g. the BLM in the San Pedro) could be included in a descriptive column such as under “other uses”

· Some column heading language may need to be modified as the table is developed

· Effluent discharge that supports an environmental feature needs to be added

· Discharge from springs and effluent discharge need to be distinguished

· Comment that the character and use of effluent can change and must be taken into consideration
Linda will revise the table and distribute to the group. Additional modifications to the table can likely be accomplished via email or phone.

IDENTIFY WORKTASKS AND SCHEDULE NEEDED TO COMPLETE COMPENDIUM: 
Finalizing the skeleton of the table is the first priority so that it can help guide the work of the Mapping subcommittee. Then work needs to be done on the table content to be able to present at the upcoming Commission meeting if needed. It is critical to update the table date when anyone works on it. Linda mentioned the potential to use an ftp site established at the ADWR website and will follow up on this possibility. 
The next priorities are to flesh out the San Pedro example and then include placeholders for the other 17 watersheds. 

DISCUSSION OF SUBGROUP PRESENTATION TO ENVIRONMENTAL WORKGROUP:

There is a need for a different approach to areas of the state outside the 18 watershed boundary area; this table is not intended to represent the totality of the work.  This could be a topic for the upcoming Workgroup meeting on the 9th of December.
