



GENERAL CONCEPTS FOR A REGIONAL WATER AUGMENTATION AUTHORITY

Proposed Revisions to Section on Authority Formation
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Authority Formation

1. Two or more eligible entities, at least one of which is a public agency, may form an authority.  The authority must have a clear public purpose.  Each eligible entity must adopt a resolution approving its membership in and establishment of the authority.

2. The authority shall notify the board of supervisors of each county in which a proposed use of water from the authority will be located of the authority’s formation, and file with each board of supervisors organizational documents that describe the authority, its membership, the water supply issues to be addressed by the authority, and the proposed locations of uses of water supplied by the authority.

3. The authority shall publish a notice of the authority’s formation once each week for two consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in each county in which a proposed use of water from the authority will be located.

4. Any aggrieved person residing in a county in which a proposed use is located may contest the formation of the authority by filing an action in the superior court of any county in which a proposed use of water from the authority will be located.  Any contest must be filed within 30 days of the second publication of the notice.  The grounds for objection are limited to whether the formation of the authority occurred in substantial compliance with the authorizing statutes.
5. The superior court shall determine whether the authority is lawful and whether its formation of the authority occurred in substantial compliance with the authorizing statutes.

6. The formation of the authority is lawful and conclusive against all persons if an action is not filed as provided above, or if an action is filed, the action is unsuccessful.
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